
City of Auburn 
Council Minutes 

October 15, 2012 
 
 

Mayor Powell called the meeting to order with the Pledge to the Flag. In attendance were J. 
Powell, Thornton, Appelt, Grischow, Hemmerle, Tanner, Berola, Gillock, Rathgeber, Kessler, 
Centko, and C. Powell. Also in attendance was Gale Pruitt. Absent were Johnson and Karhliker. 
The Mayor then introduced Pruitt to the Council and made a recommendation that she be 
appointed to fill the vacancy in Ward Three. Kessler made the motion to accept the Mayor’s 
recommendation to appoint Pruitt to the Council and Rathgeber seconds the motion. 6-0-1 
 
Pruitt was then sworn in by the Clerk and welcomed to the Council by all in attendance. 
 
I. CITY CLERK’S REPORT- Thornton 

The Minutes of the October 2, 2012 was presented to the Council for approval, Tanner 
made the motion to approve the minutes and to destroy the recorded copy, second by 
Kessler. Passed by voice vote. 
 

II. TREASURER’S REPORT – Appelt 
Appelt presented the bills list from October 1, 2012 to October 15, 2012. Kessler made a 
motion to approve the bills list and Tanner second. 7-0-1 
 
AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Berola, Gillock, Pruitt, Kessler, Rathgeber 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Johnson 
 
Appelt then presented the Financial Report ending September 30, 2012 to the Council for 
approval. Kessler made the statement that it was looking up a bit but VAS has not been 
paid yet. Kessler made a motion to approve the financial report and second by 
Rathgeber. 7-0-1 
 
AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Berola, Gillock, Pruitt, Kessler, Rathgeber 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Johnson 

 
III. ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Grischow 

Raylene presented the Ordinance 1358-12 Stop Signs for going east and west on 
Wineman and also Iris for the second reading. As there were no objections to this 
ordinance Tanner made a motion to accept and pass the ordinance, Gillock seconds the 
motion. 7-0-1 
 
AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Berola, Gillock, Pruitt, Kessler, Rathgeber 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Johnson 
 
The easement for Rutkowski is not ready yet, Moose was asking for a little more 
information.  

 
IV. VISITORS 

Sharon Roach of 115 South Harris Street was at the meeting to discuss her Chickens 
which are in her garage. She was informed that she was in violation of the Ordinance 
pertaining to the raising of livestock, poultry and other farm type animals on her property 
was illegal and was told she had to move them She made the statement that there were 
some other violations and the Mayor informed Ms. Roach that when the Council found 
them they would be having the same talk as Ms. Roach had. 
 



October 15, 2012 

 - 2 - 

Tanner let meeting at 7:20 p.m. 
 

She will have the chickens removed by October 21, 2012 and the Chief will check on 
Monday October 22, 2012 to see if chickens are moved. Berola made a motion to hold off 
declaring this a nuisance at this time, she will be fined $100.00 a day for every day that 
the chickens are still on her property, and Kessler seconds the motion. 6-0-2 
 
AYES:  Hemmerle, Berola, Gillock, Pruitt, Kessler, Rathgeber 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Tanner, Johnson 
 

V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS 
With the election coming up and the one in the spring the Mayor just wanted everyone to 
be made aware of the fact there are to be no political signs on City right-of-ways. And 
there are certain sizes, which you can check in the Ordinance book.  
 
One birthday this month:  
 Rod Brandt  Oct. 23rd. 13 years and 8 months 

 
VI. DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 A. Centko -  just wanted to inform the council that the City of Springfield and 

 Sangamon County have nearly completed the changes for Resale Shops. 
   

Centko also informed the Council that Amber Watkins has completed her 
probationary period and Gillock made a motion to taker her off probation and allow 
her increase in salary for people coming off of probation. Second by Rathgeber.  
6-0-2 
 

 AYES:  Hemmerle, Berola, Gillock, Pruitt, Kessler, Rathgeber 
 NAYS:  None 
 ABSENT: Tanner, Johnson 

  
Otis Foster submitted his resignation for position as part-time dispatcher. Gillock 
made a motion to accept Foster’s resignation and Rathgeber seconds motion.  
6-0-2 
 

 AYES:  Hemmerle, Berola, Gillock, Pruitt, Kessler, Rathgeber 
 NAYS:  None 
 ABSENT: Tanner, Johnson 
 
B. Karhliker – and Johnson were not available, but it was stated that Vas was hoping 

to start laying sod on Kennedy Road ditches.  
 
Mayor told the Council that people are using the pedestrian crossing at the end of 
Jefferson Street for cars. The Mayor will check to see with the best way to handle 
this problem. 

 
VII. PUBLIC WORKS – Kessler 

Kessler asked for a Public Utilities meeting to be held Friday 1:00 p.m. to discuss 
the property that Sid Huber purchased on Route 4 and Trojan. Huber has some 
questions he wished answered and the City would like to start on the easement for 
utilities.  
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Hemmerle stated that Tanner would like Bill reminded to have the City guys take down the 
batting cages. 

 
The Mayor made an appointment to add Gale Pruitt to the Administration Committee and she 
agreed to serve on the Administration Committee.  
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 Gale Pruitt made a motion to adjourn at 7:40 p.m. second by Kessler. Motion passed by 
 voice vote. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

Mary Thornton 
City Clerk 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 


