
City of Auburn 
Council Minutes 

December 17, 2012 
 
Mayor Powell called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.  Present:  Powell, Rathgeber, Karhliker, 
Pruitt, Johnson, Berola, Centko, C. Powell, Gillock, Tanner, Hemmerle, Appelt, Grischow. 
Absent: Kessler, and Thornton. 
 
Boy Scout Troop #356, Wolf Den, led the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance . 
 
Mayor Powell appointed Connie Powell as acting City Clerk for tonight's meeting.  Motion by 
Rathgeber to approve Mayor Powell's appointment of Connie Powell as acting City Clerk for 
tonight's meeting.  Second by Berola.  Passed by voice vote. 
 
I City Clerk Report- C. Powell 
 
 The council minutes of December 3, 2012 were presented for council approval. 
Motion by Rathgeber to approve the minutes of December 3, 2012 and to destroy the recorded 
copy.  Second by Tanner.  Passed by voice vote. 
 
II. Treasurer's Report -  Appelt 
 
Bills list from December 1, 2012 through December  17, 2012 was presented for approval.  
Motion by Tanner to approve the bills list as presented.  Second by Gillock. 7-0-1 
 
Ayes: Hemmerle , Rathgeber, Tanner, Gillock, Pruitt, Johnson, Berola.  
Nays: None 
Absent: Kessler 
 
Financial Statement Ending November 30, 2012 was presented to the council for approval.  
Motion by Gillock to approve the Financial Statement at presented.  Second by Tanner.  7-0-1 
 
Ayes: Hemmerle, Rathgeber, Tanner, Gillock, Pruitt, Johnson, Berola 
Nays: None 
Absent: Kessler 
 
III. Attorney Report: Grischow 
 
A. Raylene presented Resolution #53-12, Hard Hat Policy for the city.  Motion by Rathgeber 
to approve Resolution #53-12, Hard Hat Policy.  Second by Berola. 7-0-1 
 
Ayes: Hemmerle, Rathgeber, Tanner, Gillock, Pruitt, Johnson, Berola 
Nays: None 
Absent: Kessler 
 
 
IV. Mayor's Comments 
 
A. Mayor explained that the  Electric Governance Agreement meeting was cancelled 
because the public hearing was not posted .  The city needs to have two public hearings on this.  
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The city  will hold a Public Hearing before the next council meeting on January 7, 2013 at 6:00 
p.m., on electricity if this is acceptable with Mark Pruitt, the representative for the Electric 
Governance committee.  This Public hearing will be published in the newspaper.  The second 
hearing will be on January 22, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. at the council chambers.  
 
B. Mayor had been contacted by a representative of REA, Dave Stuva, who explained to the 
Mayor that the REA Electric Customers in the city of Auburn cannot be included in the 1997 
deregulation law for electric, because REA is an Electric Cooperative.  He informed the council 
a notice has been sent to their customers in the City of Auburn. 
 
C. The second public hearing will be on January 22, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. to discuss Electric 
Aggregation. 
 
D Birthday: 
 
 Diann Opremchak    12/23/12          10 years 7 months 
 
V. Department Heads 
 
A. Centko reported that Thayer has agreed to pay the City of Auburn $45,000 for our Police 
Protection agreement with them. The city will schedule a Health & Safety/Public Hearing 
meeting to discuss the police agreement with Thayer.  Mayor stated this agreement will not cost 
the city anything, all costs will be covered by Thayer 
 
 B. Karhliker advised the council  that all utilities are in for Ippensen  on Kennedy.    
 
VI. Committee Reports 
 
A. Administration - Berola 
 
 Berola informed the council we will be advertising for a laborer at the city garage. We will 
advertise in the local newspaper and on the city's website. Applications will need to be returned 
to the city office by 3:00 p.m. on Friday, January 18, 2013. 
 
B. Public Works - Johnson 
 
Johnson presented Vas pay estimate #5 for approval in the amount of $74,453.12.  Motion by 
Johnson to approve pay estimate # 5 from Vas in the amount of $74,453.12.  Second by 
Tanner.  7-0-1  
 
Ayes: Berola, Tanner, Johnson, Gillock, Pruitt, Rathgeber, Hemmerle 
Nays: None 
Absent: Kessler 
 
C. Health & Safety  - Gillock 
 
Gillock set a meeting for Health & Safety/Public hearing on January 3, 2013 at city hall at 7:00 
p.m. to discuss the police agreement with Thayer. 
 
D. Parks - Tanner  
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Tanner gave the council minutes of the Park Committee meeting held on 12/12/12 pertaining to 
the baseball parks. Tanner advised the council it was agreed to recommend to the council to 
light Merritt baseball field for  $57,000.00, with $32,000.00 being paid out of 2012-2013 budget 
and the remainder out of the 2013-2014 budget.  AYBSA has committed to $5,000.00 to help 
with this project, payable  over the next 5 years.  Motion by Tanner to replace lights at Merritt 
Field for $57,000.00. Second by Gillock. 6-1-1  
 
Ayes: Berola, Tanner, Gillock, Pruitt, Rathgeber, Hemmerle 
Nays: Johnson 
Absent: Kessler 
 
Johnson stated he was concerned about using the parks money for lighting Merritt field, when 
the public is still concerned with building Red Bud Park. 
 
Tanner advised the council that the high school girls softball program would like to play games 
in Auburn on Leonard field or Merritt field.  Both of these fields have drainage issues, so some 
work would need to be completed on these fields in order to play on them.  Tanner explained 
the modifications that needed to be done on both fields and these modifications are in the 
minutes of the Parks Meeting held on 12/12/12.  Motion by Tanner to resurface part of the two 
fields to improve drainage on the fields. Second by Hemmerle. 6-1-1 
 
Ayes: Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, Pruitt, Rathgeber, Tanner 
Nays: Gillock 
Absent: Kessler 
 
The construction of Red Bud Park was discussed.  The consensus of the council was that it will 
take a lot of revenue to build Red Bud Park and at this time the city does not have it.  It takes 
most of the tax money for the up keep of the existing parks. Johnson feels there is some 
misconception within the community with Park Tax money and Red Bud Park. There is a 
concern that Red Bud Park has not been started. A discussion followed and it was decided that 
a park's meeting should be called after the Holidays to revisit the plans, since such a long period 
of time has lapsed and financial situation with State finances are so bad.  
 
VII. Visitors 
 
Mark Pruitt, representative for the Electric Aggregation was present to inform the council he 
would be able to attend the Public Hearing on January 7, 2013.  Part of his job is to help put 
together with the others communities a buying club for electricity, put together a management 
plan, and to negotiate a price for the electricity. He will get information to Raylene pertaining to 
the aggregation . 
 
Mayor Powell read a letter from City Clerk, Mary Thornton, resigning her position as of 
December 31, 2012 due to health reasons.   
 
VIII. Adjournment 
 
Motion by Johnson to adjourn at 8:30 p.m.  Second by Berola.  passed by voice vote. 
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     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Connie M. Powell 
     Acting City Clerk 


