
 CITY OF AUBURN 
   COUNCIL MINUTES 
 APRIL 2, 2012  

 

The Mayor opened the meeting  at 7:00 in attendance  were J. Powell, R. Grischow, M. 
Thornton, T Appelt,  C. Powell, B.Centko, B Karhliker,  L, Hemmerle, J. Tanner,  R. 
Johnson, T. Berola, M. Gillock, C. Warwick, W. Rathgeber, M. Kessler.  Absent 
C.Warwick. 

 I.   CITY CLERK REPORT – Thornton 

• The Clerk presented the minutes of the last meeting to the Council for approval, 
Tanner  made a motion to accept the minutes and to destroy the recorded copy, 
second by Kessler,  motion passed by voice vote. 
 

ll.  TREASURER’S REPORT – Appelt 

• Appelt presented the bills list March 20 to March 31, 2012.  Rathgeber made a 
motion to accept and pay the bills, second by Kessler.   8-0  Passed 

• AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Rathgeber, and Kessler                               
NAYES:  None                                                                                                                     
ABSENT: Warwick 

lll. ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Grischow 

• Raylene presented Ordinance 1343-12 first reading of revised parking ordinance. 
 

• Raylene presented  Ordinance 1344-12 , first reading of annexation of Casey’s 
 

IV. VISITORS 

• Greg Richards of 106 West Jefferson Street was in attendance do to his placing 
2 sections of a privacy fence up to contain his dogs.  The Council’s interpretation 
of the ordinance was a building permit is not needed to put a fence within a 
fence.  Rathgeber made a motion that the interpretation of the council was a 
building permit was not necessary to erect an enclosure with a fence property. 
Kessler seconds. 

• 7-0-1 
• AYES: Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Rathgeber, and Kessler                                 

NAYES:  None                        
ABSENT: Warwick 
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• A. discussion of water standing at Dave Beck on Adams and 7th Streets, will   
possible have to cut the drain and reroute the water. 
 

• B. Beth Sheffs water was shut off on March 12, 2012; Berola will handle this 
under Public Heath. 

V.  MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

• The Mayor recommended Benton and Associates to do the MFT work for this 
year at the City.  Would like to try and finish Kennedy road from Township garage 
to Jackson Street.  Karhliker stated Wineman, Mortimer Court, North Street and 
Dickey John Road were also in need of repairs.  Kessler made a motion to 
accept the Mayor’s recommendation to hire Benton & Associates to do the MFT 
work this year, Gillock seconds.7-0-1 

• AYES: Hemmerle, Tanner, Berola, Gillock, Rathgeber, Kessler                   
• NAYES: None          
• PRESENT: Johnson       
• ABSENT: Warwick 
•  
• The Mayor made a recommendation that the Council hire the Firm of Lawrence 

Travis to do the City’s audit for this year.  Kessler made a motion to hire Larry 
Travis to do the audit at a cost not to exceed $5,700.00 and to authorize the 
City’s attorney to speak on behalf of the City, second by Gillock. 7-0-1 

• AYES: Hemmerle, Tanner, Berola, Gillock, Rathgeber, Kessler, Johnson 
• NAYES: None         
• ABSENT: Warwick 

 
• Chris Bridges will be at the next meeting to discuss the electrical bills and the 

companies that can sell to the City. 
 

• The Mayor had a letter from the Sangamon County Department of Public Health 
stating that by the action of the Capital Development Board Act local 
governments were to adopt and enforce building codes beginning July 1, 2011.  
There are specifics requirements that must be meet concerning commercial 
building.  It was felt this needed more consideration and study before anything 
was done. 

 

VI. DEPARTMENT HEADS 
• Centko –Centko needs a brief executive session on negations.                     
• The 2011 Chevrolet squad car is in. 
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• Do to some new laws the Chief’s office may not be able to do background checks 
and fingerprinting.  He suggested that the City may look into adjusting the Liquor 
License cost to include cost of background checks as the City will have to start 
paying for them.  Also there will be a meeting to discuss the smoking ban. 
 

• KARHLIKER reported that the batting cage was done and the basketball back 
boards were installed. 

• Karhliker reported that the water meters that the city has are outdated and are 
going to have to be replaced.  Reggie Benton was in attendance and stated that 
he and Bill had been working on a 1.3 million dollar application to help replace 
these with a low interest loan.  Basically what they were doing was giving an 
introduction of the program and there are qualified people in Benton’s office that 
can assist the City when they have to do this project. 

• C. Powell reported that the State sent another check but are still behind 4 
checks. 
 

I. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. ADMINISTRATION - BEROLA  

• Berola requested an administration Committee meeting April 11, 2012 at 
7:00 to discuss liquor license and budget plus raises. 

B. PUBLIC WORKS - Johnson    
• There has been nothing from Martin on the storm water problem on 

Kennedy.  Johnson will get in touch with Martin.  
 

C. HEALTH & SAFETY – Gillock 
• There was a police committee meeting to hear Todd Smith’s 

objections to his ticket he received for an illegally parked trailer and 
Gillock reported that the committee upheld the ticket. 

 
D. HEALTH OFFICER – Berola 

• It does not appear anything has been done at 215 South Harris 
Street other than the stuff was moved around,  Berola stated that 
the  fine of  $100.00 a day should continue until  the stuff is  
cleaned up.   

• The Beth Sheff property at 505 North 11th Street has had no water 
since     3/12/12.  Chapter 13, Article 6 states that this is inhabitable 
housing and in violation of the above ordinance and that the 
Attorney will write a letter informing this and that there will be 
$500.00 a day fine until this cleaned up and livable and all bills and 
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fines are paid.  The chief will deliver the letter and one will also be 
mailed. 

E. PARKS – Tanner 
• Thanked the City garage employees for a job well done.   He stated several 

people had thanked him for the new batting cage.   Karhliker and the guys will 
redo the other cage and placement will be decided by Tanner and Karhliker. 

• Kessler made a motion to go into Executive Session at 8:20 second by 
Rathgeber, Passed by voice vote. 

 

• Johnson made a motion to go back into regular session at 8:30, second by 
Rathgeber, motion passed by voice vote. 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
• Kessler made a motion to adjourn at 8:31, second by Rathgeber, passed by 

voice vote. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Mary Thornton 

City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


