
City of Auburn 
Council Minutes 
March 18, 2013 

 
Mayor Powell called meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. Present: J Powell, J Tanner, T Berola, L 
Hemmerle, G Pruitt, R Johnson, M Kessler, W Rathgeber, T Appelt, R Grischow, B Centko, B 
Karhliker. Absent: C Powell 
 
Visitors: Clay Davidson, Lloyd & Dale Schumacher and Jason & Kim Beck 
 
I. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 

Motion was made by Rathgeber to accept the minutes of the last council meeting of 
March 4, 2013 and destroy the recorded copy, second by Kessler. Passed by voice vote. 
(Gillock Nay) 
 

II. City Treasurer’s Report – Appelt 
Presented bills list from March 1, 2013 to March 18, 2013. Motion made by Kessler to 
approve the bills list, second by Rathgeber.  8-0 
 
AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, Rathgeber 
NAYS: None 
 
Presented the Financial Statement ending March 28, 2013. Motion made by Rathgeber to 
approve Financial Statement ending March 28, 2013, second by Gillock. 8-0 
 
AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, Rathgeber 
NAYS: None 
 

III. Attorney – Grischow 
Grischow presented information regarding the need to update the Peddler and Pawn 
Shop ordinances regarding traveling “buy, sell, trade” businesses that buy precious 
metals. She will make updated and present the findings to the council at the next 
meeting. No action was taken. 
 
Lloyd Schumacher spoke to the council regarding the condition of his property at 443 W 
Jackson Street formerly known as Heritage Chevrolet. The council’s main concern was 
the large front broken window of the building which could let in vermin or if the pane 
broke any more causing significant glass debris which might cause someone passing by 
to get injured. The council also noted that the roof had a leak and that the building was 
not habitable and it needed to comply with city ordinances. Mr. Schumacher and his 
brother Dale indicated they did not realize that the building had fallen into such deep 
disrepair. They have a long relationship with the town and hoped that the current 
condition would not detract from their relationship. Mr. Schumacher indicated that they 
are waiting on an estimate from a local business for a quote to repair the window pane, 
and they are also putting the building up for sale, they have been advised by their 
financial institution that the minimum assessed value for the property is $300,000.00. 
Lastly, Mr. Schumacher advised that he had asked Shane Plummer to remove his semi-
tractor trailer from the property as it was parked there without Schumacher’s permission. 
The council stated that they were satisfied at this time and if the semi was still parked 
illegally to notify Chief Centko. 
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IV. Visitor’s  
Rathgeber presented the recommendations of the Zoning Board regarding the zoning 
classification of 215 S Harris Street and the variance request to reduce minimum lot size 
for R-3 zoning from 14,000’ to 12,500 square feet. Jason & Kim Beck, the owners of the 
property who requested the changes were present and agreeable with the 
recommendation of the Zoning Board. Rathgeber made a motion to approve the Zoning 
Boards recommendation to change the zoning classification of 215 S Harris Street from 
R-1 to R-3, second by Kessler. 8-0 
 
AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, Rathgeber 
NAYS: None 
 
Rathgeber made a motion to approve the variance reducing the minimum lot for R-3 from 
14,000 square feet to 12,500 square feet with the stipulation that, nine off street parking 
spots are provided and that the building be set-back 45 feet from the west property line, 
second by Kessler. 8-0 
 
AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, Rathgeber 
NAYS: None 
 

V. Mayor’s Comments 
The mayor recommended that the Building Committee get together to outline our process 
for the commercial inspections. The meeting will be scheduled for March 27, 2013 
immediately following the Administration Committee meeting. 
 
Grischow reported back to the mayor and council on her discussions with the railroad and 
their contract did not stipulate what was conveyed to the city base on verbal discussions. 
Grischow will update the contract per the councils input and send it back to the railroad.  
 
There is an Electrical Aggregation Meeting at the Sangamon County building on March 
20, 2013 at 12:00 p.m. Grischow indicated that she could attend on behalf of the City.  
 
Mayor asked the council for permission to sign a Statement of Intent to Participate in 
Natural Hazard Mitigation Planning with the County of Sangamon. Kessler made motion 
to authorize the Mayor to sign the statement, second by Rathgeber. 8-0 
 
AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, Rathgeber 
NAYS: None 
  
 
Birthdays: 
 Laura Carter  03/26 she has been with City Library for 5 years & 10 months 
 

VI. Department Heads 
 A. Centko 

Centko asked the council for permission to start developing a candidate testing list 
in case he needs to replace any officers. A motion was made by Gillock to approve 
Centko’s request, second by Rathgeber. 8-0 
 

 AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, Rathgeber 
 NAYS: None 
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B. Karhliker 

Garage has begun work on the alleys within the City. They are working on the east 
side of town now and will be working on the west side next week. 
 
The information regarding the replacement of the street signs is in. Johnson will 
present it during his Public Works report. 
 

C. C Powell 
 No report – absent 

 
VII. Committee Reports 

A. Administration – Berola 
A preliminary budget has been given to all council members to review in advance 
before the March 27th Administrative Committee meeting. 

 
B. Public Works – Johnson 

The final information has been presented for the Sangamon County Sign Grant for 
the replacement of street signs within the city limits of Auburn. These new signs 
are more reflective and easier to see. Johnson indicated that after matching 
funding for the request, the city would need to pay $6,627.08. A motion was made 
by Johnson to approve the payment of $6,627.08 to get the new signs installed, 
second by Kessler. 8-0 
 

 AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, Rathgeber 
 NAYS: None 

 
 

C. Public Utilities – Kessler 
 No Report 
 
D. Health & Safety – Gillock 

A meeting will be held on April 22, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. to further discuss the Police 
Protection Agreement with the Village of Thayer. 
 

E. Health Officer – Berola 
Mr. Schumacher addressed the City’s request during the visitor section of the 
meeting.  

 
F. Parks – Tanner 

Indicated that no action came out of the March 11, 2013 Parks Meeting.  
 
The majority of the work has been completed for Merritt Field at Veteran’s Park; 
we just need to have the wiring pulled. 

 
G. Library/Technology – Hemmerle 

For the 2014 Budget the city needs to look at the cost of replacing the Air 
Conditioning unit at the Public Library. 
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The Mayor indicated that there was a monetary memorial that was left for Red Bud 
Park, but the spouse of the person that left the memorial would like to see the 
monies moved to the library where an immediate impact could be made.  

 
The mayor asked that Wayde Rathgeber continue to be the city representative to the county for 
the County Economic Development Grant. 
 
VIII. Adjournment 

A motion was made by Rathgeber to adjourn the meeting at 8:18 p.m., second by 
Johnson. Passed by voice vote 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
/s/ Chris Warwick 

City Clerk 


