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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

December 16, 2013 

Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Present: Barb Stamer, Chris Warwick, Tom Appelt, Matt Gillock, John Tanner, Tom Berola, Larry 
Hemmerle, Clay Davidson, Rod Johnson, and Wayde Rathgeber.  Absent: Mark Kessler and Raylene 
Grischow 

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker, and Kristy Ponsler. 

I. Mayor’s Comments 
a. Mayor Stamer has not heard any update from Flowers Sanitation regarding a Franchise 

Agreement. 
b. Mayor Stamer reminded all of the council members to make sure that they turn in the 

committee meeting minutes as soon as possible.  Hemmerle commented that minutes 
are turned in; they are usually sent to the Becky Pisarek in the office. 

c. Mayor Stamer wanted to thank Chris Bridges for his work as the city’s Emergency 
Services and Disaster Agency (ESDA) coordinator, but because of time constraints he 
asked to step down.  Mayor Stamer recommended Richard Marx as the new ESDA 
coordinator for the city.  Berola made a motion to accept Mayor Stamer’s 
recommendation appointing Richard Marx as the new ESDA coordinator for the city, 
second by Hemmerle.  By voice vote - AYES: Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, 
Berola, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Kessler (7-0-1) 

d. Mayor Stamer appointed Clay Davidson as Public Utilities Chairman until Mark Kessler 
returns from his overseas deployment.  Berola made a motion to accept Mayor Stamer’s 
recommendation to appoint Clay Davidson as Public Utilities Chairman until Mark 
Kessler return from overseas deployment, second by Johnson.  By voice vote - AYES: 
Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAYS: None.  
ABSENT: Kessler (7-0-1) 

e. Some of the Christmas decorations were donated by John Narmont and there was such 
a positive response that his crew will set up the decorations and will they will assist with 
electric outlets on the square next year.  He will also store the decorations in the off 
season. 

II. Visitors 
a. Reggie Benton from the engineering firm Benton & Associates brought a proposal for 

the box culvert on Hogan Road approximately from 900 feet West of Kennedy Street to 
1150 feet West of Kennedy Street.  He asked the council to approve the Resolution for 
Improvements that would be submitted to Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) 
showing an expense of $20,000.  This is a rough estimate and final number would be 
presented at a later date once they are able to look at the damage further.  Berola made 
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a motion to forgo the second reading because this project affects health and safety, 
second by Davidson.  AYES: Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, Rathgeber, 
and Tanner.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Kessler (7-0-1) 

i. Johnson made a motion to approve IDOT Section 13-00015-00-DR for an 
amount of $20,000; second by Davidson.  AYES: Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, 
Johnson, Berola, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Kessler (7-0-
1) 

ii. Johnson made a motion to enter into a professional services agreement with 
Benton & Associates for IDOT Section 13-00015-00-DR on Hogan Road a cost not 
to exceed $14,000; second by Davidson.  AYES: Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, 
Johnson, Berola, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Kessler (7-0-
1) 

III. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 
a. Warwick presented the meeting minutes from the city council meeting on 12/02/13.  

Rathgeber made a motion to accept the meeting minutes and destroy the recorded 
copy, second by Gillock.  By voice vote - AYES: Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, 
Berola, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Kessler (7-0-1) 

b. Warwick presented Resolution 59-13 for the Installation of a Street Light on Clover Lane.  
A motion was made by Rathgeber to accept Resolution 59-13; second Hemmerle.  AYES: 
Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAYS: None.  
ABSENT: Kessler (7-0-1) 

IV. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 
a. Appelt presented the bills list from 12/01/13 to 12/13/13.  A motion was made by 

Rathgeber to approve the bills list, second by Berola.  By voice vote - AYES: Davidson, 
Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: 
Kessler (7-0-1) 

b. Appelt presented the 7 month Financial Statement for the month ending 11/30/13.   A 
motion was made Rathgeber to accept the Financial Statement, second Gillock.  By 
voice vote - AYES: Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, Rathgeber, and 
Tanner.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Kessler (7-0-1) 

V. Attorney – Grischow 
a. No report. 

VI. Visitors 
a. No Comments. 

VII. Department Heads 
a. Centko 

i. Berola will cover Ordinance 1371-13 regarding amending it to update the 
previous change in liquor hour changes. 

ii. Centko asked that we add a Fine to the Fine and Fee schedule that relates 
specifically to littering; currently we do not have a specific fine for littering in 
the Auburn Code. 
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iii. We need to have Hearing at 6:00 PM on 01/21/14 before the council meeting.  
There are a number of individuals that are contesting their citations for breaking 
the no parking ordinance during a snow emergency. 

b. Karhliker 
i. The garage has been repaired, but Ladage Builders recommended gutters on the 

building, Karhliker thought it would be about $375 per side, but he will get a 
quote from Ladage Builders 

ii. Otter Lake Water Commission (OLWC) had a water main break on Route 104 
recently and the city crew assisted with repairs because had they not the water 
tower could have been drained and then it would force a city wide boil order.  
The repairs occurred from 5:00 PM to 2:00 AM.  Karhliker asked if the city 
should ask for reimbursement from OLWC for some of the costs.  The council 
agreed that we should ask for the overtime expense over the normal pay rate 
for the city crew and the materials cost. 

c. Ponsler 
i. Ponsler presented the current Professional Fees through 11/31/2013; she was 

concerned about the low balance allocated to the Professional Fees. 
ii. Ponsler indicated that there is an appointment with Data Technologies 

(12/18/13) and LOCIS (12/19/13) regarding billing software for the city if any of 
the council members are interested in attending. 

iii. Ponsler wanted to see if we could move some of our paper records to electronic 
copy.  It would be easy to search and cross reference items.  Ponsler wanted to 
purchase an extra hard drive for the computer storage or cloud storage. 

VIII. Committee Reports 
a. Administration – Berola 

i. An update is needed to Ordinance 1371-13 to remove the reference to special 
hours for liquor sales on Sundays.  The meeting minutes on 07/17/13 stated 
Berola made a motion to remove the Sunday reference from Section 4-42 
regarding the Hours of Sale of liquor, the Ordinance should read that liquor can 
be sold all hours except 1:00 AM to 7:00 AM every day of the week.  When the 
ordinance was written it included a reference to a Sunday exception. 

ii. Berola stated that we budgeted for a Christmas bonus for the city employees.  
Berola made a motion to give a $100 bonus to full time employees and $50 to 
part time employees to be spent at a local Auburn business, second by 
Rathgeber.  AYES: Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Berola, Rathgeber, and 
Tanner.  NAYS: Johnson.  ABSENT: Kessler (6-1-1) 

b. Public Works – Johnson 
i. Johnson was given some information on the Illinois Water/Wasterwater Agency 

Response Network (ILWARN); he will give the sample ordinance to Grischow so 
we can have an ordinance drafted. 

c. Public Utilities – Davidson 
i. No Report 
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d. Health & Safety - Gillock 
i. No Report 

e. Health & Housing – Stamer 
i. After the first of the year we will start plaquring dangerous buildings after the 

owners have been properly notified. 
f. Parks – Tanner 

i. The Pohlod Park Pavilion is almost completed. 
g. Library/Technology – Hemmerle 

i. No report 
IX. Adjournment 

a. A motion was made by Rathgeber to adjourn the meeting at 8:12 PM, second by 
Johnson.  By voice vote - AYES: Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, 
Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Kessler (7-0-1) 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


