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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

January 22, 2013 

Mayor Powell called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM. 

Present: John Tanner, Mark Kessler, Tom Berola, Larry Hemmerle, Gale Pruitt, Rod Johnson, Wayde 
Rathgeber.  Absent: Matt Gillock 

I. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 
a. A motion was made by Kessler to accept the minutes of the last council meeting of 

January 7, 2013, second by Rathgeber.  Passed by voice vote.  Gillock Absent. 
II. City Treasurer’s Report 

a. Presented bills list from 01/01/13 to 01/22/13.  A motion was made by Rathgeber to 
approve the bills list, second by Kessler. 

AYES: Tanner, Kessler, Berola, Hemmerle, Pruitt, Johnson, Rathgeber.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT – Gillock 

b. Presented the Financial Statement ending 12/31/12.  A motion was made by Kessler, 
second by Rathgeber. 

AYES: Tanner, Kessler, Berola, Hemmerle, Pruitt, Johnson, Rathgeber.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT – Gillock 

III. Attorney – Grischow 
a. Grischow spoke with Lindy Dambaucher’s attorney and the easement should be signed 

before the next council meeting 
b. First Reading of Ordinance 1361-13 - Grischow presented the intergovernmental 

agreement with the Village of Thayer, it has been sent to the Mayor of Thayer and to 
their counsel.  Centko commented that the Thayer council meets the second and fourth 
week of the month so this will not be addressed by Thayer until then. 

c. Resolution 54-13 – The Illinois Department of Labor citied the city and the city needed 
to come up with an excavation/trenching policy.  The policy was reviewed by Benton & 
Associates.  A motion was made by Kessler to approve the policy effective immediately, 
second by Tanner. 

AYES: Tanner, Kessler, Berola, Hemmerle, Pruitt, Johnson, Rathgeber.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT – Gillock 

d. Ordinance 1362-13 – An amendment was needed to Ordinance Levying and Assessing 
Taxes for the Year Ending December 31, 2012.  The change was made to section 3 of the 
original ordinance the new amount should be $69,680.00.  A motion was made by 
Kessler to waive the first and second reading because of urgent need and its impact to 
city business, second by Hemmerle. 

AYES: Tanner, Kessler, Berola, Hemmerle, Pruitt, Johnson, Rathgeber.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT – Gillock 
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e. A motion was made by Kessler to approve Ordinance 1362-13 with the corrected 
figures, second by Rathgeber. 

AYES: Tanner, Kessler, Berola, Hemmerle, Pruitt, Johnson, Rathgeber.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT – Gillock 

f. Ordinance 1363-13 - Grischow presented an ordinance regarding Pawn Shop/Resale Shop(s) 
in Auburn.  A brief discussion followed and Kessler suggested that the ordinance be tabled 
so Chief Centko can give more input to the ordinance.  A motion was made Kessler to table 
the ordinance, second by Rathgeber. 

AYES: Tanner, Kessler, Berola, Hemmerle, Pruitt, Johnson, Rathgeber.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT – Gillock 

IV. Visitors 
a. Clay Davidson, Jim Nuckols, and Carl Fisher 

V. Mayor’s Comments 
a. The mayor met with the railroad and the engineering group with Union Pacific.  The 

normal right of way would be 25 feet except by the ball diamonds because of the 
railroad siding near there.  This would bring the fence right next to ball park drive.  The 
mayor also commented that Union Pacific will be adding a whistle pipe next to the 
existing one.  Berola questioned whether having an extra pipe would cause an issue.  
The railroad is asking to close the pedestrian crossing at Jefferson Street, they need to 
set up a meeting with the city to discuss further.  A short discussion followed but no 
action was taken. 

b. Employee birthdays – Mark Kessler 1/26, he has been an alderman with the city for 16 
years and 1 month.  Kyle Freligh – 1/18 and he been a dispatcher with the city for 6 
years. 

VI. Department Heads 
a. Centko 

i. If you noticed an expenditure on the bills list to Leon Uniform it is for bullet 
proof vests he also has 2 squad cards one with 110,000 miles and the other with 
150,000 miles.  He will be looking to replace at least 1 car. 

b. Karhliker 
i. The no parking signs have been installed at 6th and North Street 
ii. He has a price for the repair of the Trojan Field outfield fence and also for the 

fencing between the two cities garages that would be used as compound yard 
for the police department. 

iii. Tanner made a motion to accept the bid from Amco Fence to repair the outfield 
fence on Trojan Field not to exceed $2,480, second by Kessler. 

AYES: Tanner, Kessler, Berola, Hemmerle, Pruitt, Johnson, Rathgeber.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT – Gillock 

iv. It was brought up to re-advertise the previously declared excess property – 
1990 Chevy Utility Truck for at least $500 

c. Powell  



January 22, 2013  Page 3 of 4 

i. No report. 
VII. Committees 

a. Administration – Berola 
i. No Report 

b. Public Works - Johnson 
i. Johnson reported on the 1/16 Public Works meeting.  The parking could be 

altered but there was a concern of the elderly crossing from the park side to the 
community center.  There would also be cost associated with removing the 
original striping and adding new stripping.  Johnson asked Reggie Bento to 
provide the council an estimate of what it would cost. 

ii. Chris Bridges presented a report on the waste water treatment, water 
purchased versus water treated the numbers indicate that we might be gaining 
additional ground water or sump pump discharge.  Chris Bridges also presented 
a wish list for possible future items. 

iii. TJ Henson presented a report on the water provided by the Otter Lake Water 
Commission, we are getting more water than we are billing for, this could be 
cause by water meters not being calibrated.  No action was taken at the 
meeting.  Kessler brought up the master meter that was discussed at the 
meeting, Karhliker indicated that the process for obtaining a new master meter 
is in progress, no action is needed from the council at this time.  Kessler also 
brought up that we need to look at the handheld meter readers because the 
current ones could be replaced. 

c. Public Utilities – Kessler 
i. The Landers shed has been moved; the office will double check and report back 

at the next meeting. 
d. Health & Safety- Gillock 

i. Absent – No report 
e. Health Officer – Berola 

i. The resident at 415 West North Street has been invited to the next council 
meeting if the problem is not resolved at the next inspection on 1/23/13. 

ii. The resident at 1020 W Jefferson St has been without water for two months, it 
was shut off, there is a concern that there is no running water and that the 
building should be tagged as uninhabitable.  Chief Centko will hand deliver a 
letter tomorrow 1/23/13 

f. Parks – Tanner 
i. The fence issue was previously covered. 

g. Library/Technology – Hemmerle 
i. No Report 

VIII. Executive Session 
a. A motion was made by Rathgeber to go into executive session on personnel with no 

action to be taken, second by Kessler.  Passed by voice vote. 



January 22, 2013  Page 4 of 4 

b. A motion was made by Kessler to exit executive session, second by Rathgeber.  Passed 
by voice vote. 

IX. Adjournment 
a. A motion was made by Rathgeber to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 PM, second by 

Hemmerle.  Passed by voice vote. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


