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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

February 4, 2013 

Mayor Powell called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Present: John Tanner, Mark Kessler, Tom Berola, Larry Hemmerle, Gale Pruitt, Rod Johnson, Wayde 
Rathgeber, and Matt Gillock 

I. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 
a. A motion was made by Rathgeber to accept the minutes of the last council meeting of 

January 22, 2013, second by Kessler.  Passed by voice vote; 8 -0. 
b. A motion was made by Kessler to accept the minutes from the January 22, 2013 Public 

Hearing on Electric Aggregation, second by Rathgeber.  Passed by voice vote; 8 -0. 
c. There were no bids for the surplus truck, Rathgeber made a motion to extend the bid 

process for 2 more weeks to February 19, 2013, second by Kessler.  Passed by voice 
vote; 8 -0. 

II. City Treasurer’s Report 
a. Presented bills list from 01/21/13 to 01/31/13.  A motion was made by Kessler to 

approve the bills list, second by Rathgeber.  8-0.  AYES: Tanner, Kessler, Berola, 
Hemmerle, Pruitt, Johnson, Rathgeber, Gillock.  NAYS: None. 

III. Attorney – Grischow 
a. Grischow presented updates to Ordinance 1363-13 regarding Pawn/Resale Shop(s).  A 

discussion followed on the different points of the ordinance.  Grischow stated that in 
her research each pawn business requires a license.  Chief Centko suggested that the 
fines match the different offenses based on severity or violation of certain sections of 
the ordinance.  There was a concern by the council that a minor infraction for the pawn 
dealer could have a large impact or unscrupulous dealers could skip reporting if the fine 
becomes a cost of doing business. 

b. Grischow is working on the Electric Aggregation Ordinance. 
c. We are waiting on the Village of Thayer for their response to the intergovernmental 

agreement regarding police protection. 
IV. Visitors 

a. Terrance Painter, Jr. was present to explain about the debris on his property at 415 W 
North St.  He has been working on the property and they will be getting another 
dumpster to pick up additional debris and all current debris on the property has been 
removed.  

V. Mayor’s Comments 
a. The mayor stated that we have received an initial offer of $150,000 for closing the 

pedestrian crossing at Jefferson Street.  While the offer seems high the mayor indicated 
that the city would be responsible for the work to close the crossing, which will eat into 
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the $150,000 offer.  The mayor has asked city attorney and Bill Karhliker to review the 
document. 

VI. Department Heads 
a. Centko 

i. Centko presented the pricing for the vehicle state pricing for a new police 
vehicle.  A short discussion occurred about preferences in the type of vehicle 
the city should purchase.  No action was taken. 

b. Karhliker 
i. A locate was called in for Trojan Field so the fence work should be starting soon.  

The lights for Merritt Field have been delivered. 
ii. An estimate was presented for a new master meter that was previously 

discussed.  A motion was made by Johnson to approve the bid fore a new 
pressure reducing valve and water tower SCADA system at a cost not to exceed 
$9,700, second by Kessler.  8-0.  AYES: Tanner, Kessler, Berola, Hemmerle, 
Pruitt, Johnson, Rathgeber, Gillock.  NAYS: None. 

iii. The bypass valve by the sewer treatment lagoon has gone bad.  Karhliker 
estimates the cost could be $6,000 ($2,900 to repair the valve).  The issue is the 
valve is between the 2 lagoons and the excavation could be tricky and hence the 
additional cost.  He also stated we will not know the full extent of the issues 
until they excavate the valve. 

c. Powell  
i. No report. 

VII. Committees 
a. Administration – Berola 

i. We had several good applications coming in for the open laborer position, 
former employee John Edie applied and the Administrative committee 
recommended John Edie because of his previous training and ability to quickly 
assimilate into the position.  Berola made a motion to hire John Edie effective 
03/04/13 at a rate of $13.30 per hour, second by Kessler.  8-0  AYES: Tanner, 
Kessler, Berola, Hemmerle, Pruitt, Johnson, Rathgeber, Gillock.  NAYS: None. 

b. Public Works - Johnson 
i. No report 

c. Public Utilities – Kessler 
i. Kessler asked if we had heard back from Benton & Associates regarding the 

sewer permit.  Karhliker has not heard back from them. 
d. Health & Safety- Gillock 

i. Resignation letter from Todd Agans as a full time police officer.  Gillock made a 
motion to accept the resignation as full time police officer from Todd Agans 
effective 01/13/13, second by Rathgeber.  8-0  AYES: Tanner, Kessler, Berola, 
Hemmerle, Pruitt, Johnson, Rathgeber, Gillock.  NAYS: None. 

ii. Todd Agans requested to be hired back on as a part time officer.  Gillock made a 
motion to hire back Todd Agans as a part time officer at a rate of $16.87 per 
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hour, second by Tanner.  8-0.  AYES: Tanner, Kessler, Berola, Hemmerle, Pruitt, 
Johnson, Rathgeber, Gillock.  NAYS: None. 

iii. Gillock will be calling a meeting in the next 2 weeks to further discuss the new 
police vehicle. 

e. Health Officer – Berola 
i. The issue at 415 W North St has been cared for. 

ii. 1020 W Jefferson St still does not have water service.  Berola directed Chief 
Centko to placard the residence.  Connie Powell mentioned that the gas service 
is delinquent as well. 

iii. Berola asked if we knew who in particular owned the yellow house at Route 104 
and 4.  The roof is starting to collapse.  Rathgeber said he would check with UCB 
to get information for the next meeting. 

iv. Berola indicated that a notice needs to be sent to the owner of the trailer near E 
Washington St & N 1st St.  It is open and unsecured. 

f. Parks – Tanner 
i. Tanner indicated that we may be looking for another vendor to care for the 

baseball fields at Veterans Park 
g. Library/Technology – Hemmerle 

i. No Report 
VIII. Adjournment 

a. A motion was made by Kessler to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 PM, second by Rathgeber.  
Passed by voice vote. 8-0. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


