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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

February 19, 2013 

Mayor Powell called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Present: John Tanner, Mark Kessler, Tom Berola, Larry Hemmerle, Gale Pruitt, Rod Johnson, Wayde 
Rathgeber and Matt Gillock 

Visitors: Tyrone Blaskovich, Ruth Blaskovich, Jacob Skelton, Carl Mac Chesney, Angie Black, Stephanie 
Holford, Susan Skelton, Buck Skelton, Rhonda White, Carl White, Jackie Frost, Clay Davidson, Therese 
Svetlik, and Nick Geaghegon. 

I. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 
a. Berola asked that the meeting minutes be updated to reflect that the Administration 

Committee recommended the hiring of John Edie.  A motion was made by Kessler to 
accept the updated minutes of the last council meeting of February 4, 2013, second by 
Rathgeber.  Passed by voice vote (8-0). 

II. City Treasurer’s Report 
a. Presented bills list from 02/01/13 to 02/19/13.  A motion was made by Kessler to 

approve the bills list, second by Rathgeber.  AYES: Tanner, Kessler, Berola, Hemmerle, 
Pruitt, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Gillock.  NAYS: None. (8-0) 

b. Presented the Financial Statement ending 1/31/13.  A motion was made by Kessler, 
second by Rathgeber.  AYES: Tanner, Kessler, Berola, Hemmerle, Pruitt, Johnson, 
Rathgeber, and Gillock.  NAYS: None. (8-0) 

AYES: Tanner, Kessler, Berola, Hemmerle, Pruitt, Johnson, Rathgeber and Gillock.  NAYS: None. (8-0) 

III. Attorney – Grischow 
a. Grischow brought up that the Village of Thayer might have some insurance issues 

regarding the intergovernmental agreement with the Village of Thayer.  Motion was 
made by Kessler to table Ordinance 1361-13 until the issue could be sorted out, second 
by Berola.  AYES: Tanner, Kessler, Berola, Hemmerle, Pruitt, Johnson, Rathgeber and 
Gillock.  NAYS: None. (8-0) 

b. Second Reading on Ordinance 1363-13 regarding regulation of pawn shops in Auburn.  
Berola recommended the fine schedule be set at $750 for a first offense, $1,500 for a 
second offense and loss of license for a third offense.  A motion was made by Berola to 
pass Ordinance 1363-13, second Kessler.  AYES: Tanner, Kessler, Berola, Hemmerle, 
Pruitt, Johnson, Rathgeber and Gillock.  NAYS: None. (8-0) 

c. The first reading of Ordinance 1364-13 was presented, this ordinance will Amend 
Chapter 11 of the Auburn Municipal Code. 
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d. The first reading of Ordinance 1365-13 was presented; this ordinance will approve the 
cities Electric Aggregation Plan of Operation and Governance. 

IV. Visitors 
a. Zoning 

i. Variance Request was made by Tyrone Blaskovich and Ruth Blaskovich to reduce the 
rear yard setback to 5’ on the north property line at the residence commonly known 
as 250 East Monroe Street.  Rathgeber presented the recommendation of the 
Zoning Board.  Rathgeber made a motion to approve the variance, second by 
Kessler.  AYES: Tanner, Kessler, Berola, Hemmerle, Pruitt, Johnson, Rathgeber and 
Gillock.  NAYS: None. (8-0) 

ii. Zoning Classification Change for 213 South 6th Street from R1 to R2.  Carl Mac 
Chesney spoke first about his plans to renovate the church into duplex housing with 
two units within the church.  Jacob Skelton the pastor in charge of the church 
property told how they have tried to sell the property before and the previous deals 
had fallen through because of the unique set up of the lot.  Therese Svetlik who a 
neighbor of the church voiced her concern about the additional rental property on 
the block and how an additional rental property would affect her property values.  
Jackie Frost from Remax Professionals spoke and brought pictures of other 
properties that Carl Mac Chesney had improved and stated that she has only 
positive results in all her dealings with him.  Berola questioned about the current 
sewer set up.  Carl Mac Chesney replied that he was aware of the issue and that it 
was going to be one of his biggest expenses to correct the water and sewer layout, 
he also stated his intention to live at the house on the same property.  Rathgeber 
made a motion to approve the zoning change from R1 to R2, second by Kessler.  
AYES: Berola, Gillock, Rathgeber, Tanner.  NAYS: Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, 
Pruitt.  Mayor Powell – AYE.  (5-4). 

1. Mayor Powell commented that the property has stood vacant for some time 
and that the improvements will enhance the community. 

iii. Zoning variance request for 213 South 6th Street from 12,000 square feet for the lot 
to 11,250 square feet.  Rathgeber made a motion to approve the zoning variance to 
11,250 for the lot commonly known as 213 South 6th Street, second by Kessler.  
AYES: Berola, Gillock, Rathgeber, Tanner, Pruitt.  NAYS: Hemmerle, Johnson, 
Kessler (5-3) 

V. Mayor’s Comments 
a. The mayor brought up a new requirement for commercial property inspections, the 

requirements are more stringent and the city does not have the ability to perform the 
inspections.  We have two options we can partner with the county or with Chatham.  No 
action was taken. 

b. A meeting will need to be set up to further discuss the closing of the railroad pedestrian 
crossing at Jefferson Street.  Several council members commented that the initial offer 
of $150,000.00 was too low. 
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c. The mayor also informed the council that more information is now available about the 
street lights for Huntington Drive in Willemore Estates; he has the council to review the 
information for the next meeting. 

d. Employee birthdays – Terry White 2/29 and he has been with the city for 20 years and 7 
months. 

VI. Department Heads 
a. Centko 

i. Please review the Thayer information that he provided the council members, no 
action is needed at this time. 

b. Karhliker 
i. The lights poles were up at Merritt field and we will need to trench for the 

electrical work. 
ii. The poles have been set for the outfield fence on Trojan field. 

iii. The valve at the sewer treatment plant that excavated is obsolete so there is no 
way to repair it, Karhliker is placing an order for a new valve and the delivery 
time is approximately four weeks. 

c. Powell  
i. Provided a list to the council of in house revenue changes, no action is needed. 

VII. Committees 
a. Administration – Berola 

i. We need to advertise for a Billing Clerk, Berola asked Connie Powell to get a job 
description together so we can start the process. 

b. Public Works - Johnson 
i. No Report. 

c. Public Utilities – Kessler 
i. No Report. 

d. Health & Safety- Gillock 
i. There is a committee meeting on 02/20/13 at 7 PM in the council chambers to 

discuss the purchase of a new police vehicle. 
e. Health Officer – Berola 

i. The trailer at 1st Street and Washington Street has been secured; no further 
action is needed at this time. 

ii. Berola questioned whether the burned out trailer had been removed from 
behind the house in the 1200 Block of Pueblo Lane.  Connie Powell stated that it 
had not but the owner has come into the city office to let them know he was 
working on it; he does not have the title for the trailer which is causing him 
issues in getting it disposed of. 

iii. Berola ask the office to send a letter to the owner of the old Heritage Chevrolet 
on West Jackson Street, the building has become an eyesore and is right in the 
middle of town, creating a bad image for Auburn. 

f. Parks – Tanner 
i. No Report 
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g. Library/Technology – Hemmerle 
i. No Report 

VIII. Adjournment 
a. A motion was made by Rathgeber to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 PM, second by Kessler.  

Passed by voice vote. (8-0) 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


