
City of Auburn 
Council Minutes 
March 4, 2013 

 
Mayor Powell called the meeting to order at 7:00p.m. Present: John Tanner, Tom Berola, Larry 
Hemmerle, Gale Pruitt, Raylene Grischow, Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker and Rod Johnson. 
Absent: Mark Kessler, Wayde Rathgeber, Matt Gillock and Connie Powell. 
 
I. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 
 A motion was made by Tanner to accept the minutes of the last council meeting of 
 February 19, 2013 and destroy the recorded copy, second by Johnson.  
 
II. City Treasurer’s Report – Appelt 
 Presented bills list from February 21-February 25, 2013. Motion made by Tanner to 
 approve the bills list, second by Johnson. Passed by voice vote. 
 
III. Attorney’s Report – Grischow 

Grischow presented second reading of Ordinance 1364-13; Amendment of Chapter 11 of 
City ordinance allowing the city to have Electric Aggregation. Motion made by Johnson to 
approve Ordinance 1364-13, second by Tanner. 5-0-3 
 
AYES:  Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Pruitt, 
NAYS:  None  
ABSENT: Gillock, Kessler, Rathgeber, 
   
Grischow presented second reading of Ordinance 1365-13 regarding Auburn Electric 
Power Aggregation Plan of Operation and Governance. Grischow amended the 
ordinance allowing the Mayor to sign on behalf of the city once the city receives pricing 
from the bidders. The mayor and the city clerk will be the authorized agents. The 
agreement shall be no less than 12 months but no greater than 30 months. Motion made 
by Tanner to approve Ordinance 1365-13, second by Johnson. 5-0-3 
 
AYES:  Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Pruitt, 
NAYS:  None  
ABSENT: Gillock, Kessler, Rathgeber, 
 
Grischow brought up Ordinance 1361-13; Police Protection for the Village of Thayer. 
Centko commented that the Village has increased their insurance to 8-million dollars of 
coverage. Centko had a concern that if the Village of Thayer could not afford to pay the 
City of Auburn the agreed amount for protection, could the City of Auburn walk away from 
the contract. Grischow answered that the city could. Grischow asked for a written copy of 
the Village of Thayer’s insurance policy. The mayor recommended that the Health & 
Safety Committee hold a meeting to discuss any further details. 
 
Grischow presented an updated fee schedule to accommodate the new Pawn Shop-
Resale Ordinance 1363-13. Motion was made by Berola to approve the new fee 
schedule, second by Hemmerle. 5-0-3 
 
AYES:  Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Pruitt, 
NAYS:  None  
ABSENT: Gillock, Kessler, Rathgeber, 

 



IV. Visitor’s  
  No Visitor’s 
 
V. Mayor’s Comments 

The Mayor presented a copy of Chatham’s Commercial Building permit form. It was the 
feeling of the council that we should use Chatham’s form for out commercial building 
permits. No action was taken at this time. 
 
A church (Victory Outreach Center) would like to rent the Community Center for the 
remaining Sunday’s in the year. A concern was brought up that Auburn residents would 
not be able to use the Center on any of the following Sunday’s. Grischow had contacted 
the attorney for the church and an agreement was reached that the church will call two 
weeks before the Sunday they intend to rent and see if Center was open and if still 
available they could use it. This was agreeable to all parties. 
 
The Mayor contacted the main contact for the railroad regarding the pedestrian crossing 
at Jefferson Street. The city expressed concern about the amount being offered to the 
city to shut down the crossing and that the city would have to do the work to remove the 
crossing. The representative indicated that the railroad will remove the crossing; the city 
will not have to remove it. Grischow will update the contract with the parts that the city 
wants to have removed and sent it back to the railroad.  
 
Birthdays 
 Bruce Centko 03-16  with city 23 years and 7 months 

 
VI. Department Heads 
  A. Centko 
   No report 
 
  B. Karhliker 
   John Edie has started with the City. 
 

The bypass valve for the waste water treatment play will be delivered around 
March 11, 2013 and they will need to draw down the lagoons to install the valves. 

 
C. C Powell 
 No report 
 

VII. Committees 
  A. Administration – Berola 
   No report 
 
  B. Public Works – Johnson 
   No report 
 
  C. Public Utilities – Kessler 
   No report  
 
   
 



  D. Health & Safety – Gillock 
Berola presented the recommendation of the Health & Safety Committee from the 
February 20, 2013 meeting to purchase a new police vehicle, a 2013 Chevy 
Impala at $20,261.78. Berola made a motion to approve the purchase of a 2013 
Chevy Impala off of the State Bid Contract for a cost not to exceed $20,500.00, 
second by Tanner. 5-0-3 
 
AYES:  Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Pruitt 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Gillock, Kessler, Rathgeber 
 

E. Health Officer – Berola 
Berola reported that a letter was sent to Lloyd Schumacher, owner of the old 
Heritage Chevrolet building at 443 W Jackson St inviting him to come to the March 
18, 2013 council meeting to let the council know his plans for the building because 
the building is an eyesore to the community and in disrepair. 
 
Berola has contacted United Community Bank (UCB) regarding the yellow house 
at 14470 State Route 4. There is a large hole in the roof. 
 

F. Parks – Tanner 
There will be a meeting regarding Red Bud Park on Monday, March 11, 2013 at 
6:00 p.m. 
 

G. Library/ Technology – Hemmerle 
 No report 

 
VIII. Adjournment 
  A motion was made by Johnson to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m., second by Tanner. 

Passed by voice vote.  
 

Respectfully Submitted 
/s/ Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 
 
 


