
City of Auburn 
Council Minutes 

April 1, 2013 
 
Mayor Powell called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Present: J Tanner, T Berola, L Hemmerle, 
G Pruitt, R Johnson, M Kessler, W Rathgeber, T Appelt, R Grischow, C Powell, B Centko and B 
Karhliker. 
 
Visitors Clay Davidson 
 
I. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 

Motion was made by Rathgeber to accept the minutes of the last council meeting of 
March 18, 2013 and destroy the recorded copy, second by Kessler. Passed by voice 
vote. 

 
II. City Treasurer’s Report – Appelt 

Presented bills list from March 19, 2013 to March 31, 2013. Motion by Gillock to approve 
the bills list, second by Rathgeber. 8-0 
 
AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, Rathgeber 
NAYS: None 

 
III. Attorney- Grischow 

Grischow will have an update to the Pawn Shop & Peddler’s ordinance at the next council 
meeting. 
 
First reading of Ordinance 1366-13, it would approve the placement of a stop sing on 
Wesley Way intersecting with Red Bud Lane. 
 
Grischow gave an update on the Electric Rate Aggregation meeting held on March 20, 
2013; there were several bids presented ranging from 12-48 months. The length of the 
contract selected was 12 months because of the new process. The bid selected was for 
$0.0419 per kilowatt hour from First Energy. Residents could choose to opt in for green 
energy for and extra $0.005 per kilowatt hour. The county has sent an inter-governmental 
agreement to all of the towns so people in the Auburn area that are not within city limits 
could opt in to the Electric Aggregation. Grischow had questions about the contract, and 
she will review before making a recommendation to the council and mayor. Residents 
that are in Rural Electric Cooperative are excluded from the agreements. The question 
came up of when the discounts would show up on resident’s bills. It will be researched 
and presented at the next council meeting. 
 

IV. Visitors 
 None 
 
V. Mayor’s Comments – Powell 

No birthdays to announce. 
 
Terry Fountain, the IDOT District 6 Engineer, reached out to the Mayor regarding the 
30% review of the High Speed Rail Project. IDOT has hired EFK Moen to assist cities in 
the review of the plan. EFK Moen has reached out to the Mayor to set up a meeting. This 
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is related to the three street crossings for the city. The Mayor will contact EFK Moen to 
see if they can meet on April 10, 2013 and a Public Works meeting will be scheduled. 
 
The Mayor presented the EIPA State Revolving Fund Project Timeline; we need to apply 
so City could be eligible for funding. If the City was eligible we could use the funding to 
replace water meters, this would help the city replace the water meters and prevent water 
loss from the amount purchased from Otter Lake Water Commission to the amount sold 
to city customers. 
 
The Mayor recognized Bill Karhliker and his crew for the great job they did on removing 
the snow from the large winter storm on Sunday, March 24, 2013. 
 

VI. Department Heads 
A. Centko 

Centko reported that there will be an old prescription drop off day at City hall on 
Saturday, April 27, 2013; this will allow for the proper disposal of old prescription 
medicines. 
 
Centko indicated that he will be advertising for a new officer later in the week. 
 
The new squad car will be on the street soon. The question came up about the 
length of time the vehicle decals last; Centko thought the decals last about 4 
years. The council felt that the cars should be marked better. 

 
B. Karhliker 

The railroad is requesting a temporary construction easement for the whistle that 
goes underneath the railroad tracks near the north end of Veteran’s Park. 
 
Karhliker will be driving the roads April 10, 2013 in the City for the improvement of 
this years’ MFT fund work. 
 
There was one bid for the surplus utility truck. The bid was for $100.00 from Jim 
Opremchak. Motion was made by Berola to accept the bid, second by Kessler. 8-0 
 
AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, Rathgeber 
NAYS: None 

 
C. C Powell 
 No Report 

 
VII. Committees 
 A. Administration – Berola 

The administration committee met and there was a request from Doug Kindlon 
from Edgewood Golf Course in the clubhouse. There will be a Public Hearing on 
April 10, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. to get public input on video gaming machines at the 
golf course. 
 

B. Public Works – Johnson 
A meeting will be held on April 10, 2013 to discuss the railroad crossing 
information from EFK Moen and to discuss the parking along the city square. 
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C. Public Utilities – Kessler 
The vendor the city uses for drug testing is going out of business in July 2013. We 
have received bids from two companies Escreen.com and Utility Consultants. 
Kessler suggested that we look into this further to see if we can get a better deal 
or maybe a company that can come to the city. No action was taken. 

 
D. Health & Safety – Gillock 

The meeting with the Village of Thayer has been rescheduled for Monday, April 
29, 2013 at 7:00p.m. 

 
E. Health Officer – Berola 

Mr. Schumacher has sent an update to the council of the upcoming repairs for the 
old Heritage Chevrolet building at 443 W Jackson Street. 
 
The old Barton Estate at 1027 W Adams Street has not been attended to and is 
still in disrepair. 
 
A resident at 926 W Jefferson Street has an illegal apartment in the detached 
garage on the north east end of the property.  
 
The old Cinderella Beauty Salon at 108 ½ E Madison has a large hole in the side 
of the building that needs to be repaired.  

 
F. Parks – Tanner 

The lighting work should be completed by Friday, April 5, 2013 for Merritt Field 
lighting at Veteran’s Park. 
 

G. Library / Technology – Hemmerle 
 No Report 

  
VIII. Adjournment 
 A motion was made by Rathgeber to adjourn the meeting at 7:57 p.m. second by Gillock. 
 Passed by voice vote.  

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
/s/ Chris Warwick 

City Clerk  


