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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

April 15, 2013 

Mayor Powell called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Present: Joe Powell, John Tanner, Tom Berola, Larry Hemmerle, Gale Pruitt, Rod Johnson, Mark Kessler 
Wayde Rathgeber, and Matt Gillock 

Visitors: Clay Davidson 

I. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 
a. A motion was made by Rathgeber to accept the minutes of the last council meeting of 

April 1, 2013 and destroy the recorded copy, second by Gillock.  Passed by voice vote.  
(8-0). 

II. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 
a. Appelt presented bills list from 04/01/13 to 04/15/13.  A motion was made by 

Rathgeber to approve the bills list, second by Kessler.  AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, 
Johnson, Tanner, Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  (8-0). 

b. Appelt presented the financial statement ending 03/31/13.  Kessler asked why the 
accounts dropped so much, Connie Powell replied that the city insurance payments 
were made and they cover a large amount.  A motion was made by Kessler to approve 
the financial statement, second by Rathgeber.  AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, 
Tanner, Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  (8-0). 

III. Attorney – Grischow 
a. There was a second reading of Ordinance 1366-13 approving the placement of a stop 

sign on Wesley Way intersecting with Red Bud Lane.  A motion was made by Kessler to 
approve the ordinance, second by Johnson.  AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, 
Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  (8-0). 

b. First reading of ordinance 1367-13 (Peddler’s Ordinance), this is amending section 19-25 
of the Bond requirement.  The new amendment would require a bond of $1,500 and the 
bond to be held for 30 days. 

c. First reading of ordinance 1368-13 (Pawn Shop/Resale Shop Ordinance), this is 
amending section 25-13 of the Bond requirement.  The new amendment would require 
a bond of $1,500 and the bond to be held for 30 days. 

IV. Visitors 
a. None 

V. Mayor’s Comments 
a. The mayor made a request to the council from City Attorney Raylene Grischow to raise 

the per hour rate for her services from $145 per hour to $155 per hour.  Grischow also 
added that she does not charge for mileage or time for her commute to Auburn.  If 
other attorneys from her office work for the city in a specialized area they would charge 
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the rate that we are contracted for with Grischow.  A motion was made by Berola to 
raise the per hour rate for the city attorney from $145 to $155 per hour, second by 
Kessler.  AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Tanner, Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  
NAYS: Johnson.  (7-1). 

b. Don Tate’s birthday is 4/17; he has been with the city for 11 years and 9 months. 
VI. Department Heads 

a. Centko 
i. Centko reported that the cost to stripe the city police vehicles would be $325 

per vehicle.  A motion was made by Gillock to authorize Chief Centko to have 
the vehicles striped at a cost of $325 per vehicle, second by Tanner.  .  AYES: 
Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  
(8-0). 

b. Karhliker 
i. The roads will be checked by Karhliker and a representative from Benton & 

Associates on 4/11 and there will be a proposal from Benton & Associates the 
week of 04/22. 

c. Powell  
i. Our city auditor Lawrence Travis is retiring and will not be doing the city 

financial audit this year.  The city will need to get another auditor.  Johnson 
stated that Elvin Lay might be interested.  No action was taken. 

ii. We have an unemployment claim from Thomas J Henn who was SASED student 
that was employed by the city through a special program with the School 
District, SASED, and the city.  No action was needed to be taken at this time. 

VII. Committees 
a. Administration – Berola 

i. The committee meeting that was held on 4/10/13 did have several people form 
the ministerial alliance at the meeting; Doug Kindlon was not present because 
of miscommunication on the date and time.  Berola announced that there will 
be Public Hearing on 5/9/13 at 6:30 PM to hear comments from the public. 

ii. Berola brought up the raises for non-union employees, Berola made a motion to 
give all full time non-union employees 1.5% pay increase effective 05/01/13, 
with the exception of John Edie and Andy Carrigan second by Kessler.  AYES: 
Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  
(8-0). 

iii. Berola stated that the two lowest paid workers in the city garage, John Edie and 
Andy Carrigan deserved a larger increase to bring them in line with other city 
garage workers.  Berola made motion to increase their (John Edie and Andy 
Carrigan) pay from $13.30 per hour to $14.70 per hour effective 05/01/13.  
AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, and 
Rathgeber.  (8-0). 
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iv. Berola made a motion to increase the pay for part time employees by 1.5% 
effective 05/01/13, second by Kessler.  AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, 
Tanner, Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  (8-0). 

1. Karhliker asked how the increase would impact the pay of John Edie 
after he comes off of probation on 09/04/13; Berola responded that his 
pay would stay the same after probation at $14.70 per hour. 

b. Public Works - Johnson 
i. At the 04/10/13 meeting EFK Moen discussed the plans for the four railroad 

crossings at Diveron Road, Jackson Street, Madison Street and Washington 
Street.   Auburn will be in tier three of the construction schedule, the bid letting 
will be early fall, with the construction starting in late fall to early winter.  The 
selected contractor is required to give the city a 60 day notice of the closing of a 
crossing and the construction could take up to 30 days.  The city did bring to the 
their attention the issue of closing crossings during harvest time as it could 
cause issues with grain truck traffic on the Madison Street crossing. 

ii. Johnson asked Karhliker to get an update from Benton and Associates regarding 
using a Polyureha paint for the lines on the city square. 

c. Public Utilities – Kessler 
i. No report 

d. Health & Safety- Gillock 
i. A short meeting was held before the council meeting regarding a parking ticket, 

there is no action needed by the council. 
ii. The meeting with the Village of Thayer is scheduled for Monday 04/29/13 at 

7:00 PM. 
e. Health Officer – Berola 

i. A letter needs sent to Twila Cline regarding the illegal apartment garage behind 
her residence at 926 W Jefferson Street; the letter will ask her to come to the 
05/06/13 city council meeting. 

f. Parks – Tanner 
i. Tanner asked Karhliker to have his people look at the electric box at Merritt 

field. 
g. Library/Technology – Hemmerle 

i. No report. 
VIII. Adjournment 

a. A motion was made by Rathgeber to adjourn the meeting at 8:13 PM, second by Kessler.  
Passed by voice vote, NAYS: Berola.  (7-1). 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


