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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

October 21, 2013 

Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM. 

Present: Barb Stamer, Chris Warwick, Tom Appelt, Matt Gillock, John Tanner, Mark Kessler, Tom Berola, 
Larry Hemmerle, Clay Davidson, Rod Johnson, Wayde Rathgeber and Raylene Grischow.  Absent: None 

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker (absent), and Kristy Ponsler. 

I. Committee Report 
a. Administration – Berola 

i. Berola reported from the 10/21/13 Administrative Committee Meeting.  Berola 
made a motion that the city accept the former city office manager’s (Connie 
Powell) retirement request made at the 05/07/13 meeting effective 10/11/13, 
per city ordinance(s) she will be compensated for 25 vacation days, 5 personal 
days, 5 sick days, and to amend the separation allowance, increase it from 1 
week to 4 weeks (20 days) and that payments will be made during regular 
payroll dates and not in one lump sum, second by Kessler. 

1. Johnson asked if Connie would receive any vacation days in 2014, Berola 
responded no, all time would be in 2013.  AYES: Berola, Gillock, 
Hemmerle, Kessler, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAYS: Davidson and 
Johnson. (6-2) 

II. Mayor’s Comments 
a. There is a revised route for the Glow Parade on 10/26/13.  The route will start and end 

at the Elementary School.  The route will go east on Maple Street through Veterans Park 
coming out west on North Street, then south on 5th Street returning to the Elementary 
School. 

III. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 
a. Warwick presented the meeting minutes from the city council meeting on 10/07/13.  

Kessler made a motion to accept the meeting minutes and destroy the recorded copy, 
second by Rathgeber.  AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, 
Rathgeber and Tanner.  NAYS: None. (8-0) 

IV. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 
a. Appelt presented the bills list from 10/01/13 to 10/15/13.  A motion was made by 

Rathgeber to approve the bills list, second by Gillock.  AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, 
Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber and Tanner.  NAYS: None. (8-0) 

b. Appelt also presented a draft of the City Financial Audit.  A final copy will be presented 
at the next council meeting.  No action needs to be taken at this time. 

V. Attorney – Grischow 
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a. Grischow presented the Second Reading - Ordinance No. 1385-13.  An ordinance 
pertaining to chronic nuisance properties and adding Chapter 18, Article II Offenses 
against Property.  The fine would be range between $100.00 and $750.00 per day and 
the fine would be set by a judge.  Kessler had a concern about Section 18-22 section A - 
F, because the notification comes from only two people, the council felt that if a 
property had reached a nuisance level that fit the ordinance that the council would be 
aware of the property.  Grischow clarified that notification would allow the City 
Attorney to send a letter to the offending property owner.  Grischow will amend section 
F to include approval from the council before proceeding.  A motion was made by 
Kessler to approve Ordinance 1385-13 with the verbal amendments, second by 
Rathgeber.  AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber 
and Tanner.  NAYS: None. (8-0) 

b. Grischow presented the Second Reading – Ordinance No. 1386-13.  Ordinance providing 
for the issue of $205,000 limited street and water main improvement bonds, Series 
2013, of City of Auburn, Sangamon County, Illinois, and for the levy of direct annual tax 
sufficient to pay the principal and interest on said bonds.  It was noted that the entire 
debt would be retired within 3 years.  A motion was made by Johnson made motion to 
accept Ordinance 1386-13, second by Davidson.  Rathgeber left the room citing that his 
employer UCB Bank is the bond register.  AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, 
Johnson, Kessler, and Tanner.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Rathgeber (7-0-1) 

c. Grischow presented a copy of City’s Social Media Policy.  There were a few questions 
about the policy, and the Mayor asked for more time to review the policy.  The policy 
sets the ground rules on how social media would or could be used by city employees, if 
there are violations the policy does address possible punishment up to and including 
dismissal from the city.  Berola made a motion to table the vote on the policy until the 
next meeting, second by Kessler.  Taken by voice vote.  AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, 
Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber and Tanner.  NAYS: None. (8-0) 

VI. Visitors 
a. No public comments 

VII. Department Heads 
a. Centko 

i. No Report 
b. Karhliker 

i. In Karhliker’s absence Tanner presented 2 bids for the removal of a sycamore 
tree on the west side of the city square.  Carter’s Tree Service bid $650.00 and 
Hemberger’s Tree Service bid $450.00.  Rathgeber asked about bids and if they 
both included stump grinding, they both did.  Rathgeber also asked if the tree 
was dead.  Mayor Stamer replied that the tree is alive but it is a constant 
nuisance with it is leaves and branches; also the Friends of Auburn Park is going 
to sell additional pavers for a parks fund raiser.  A motion was made by 
Davidson to accept the bid from Hemberger’s Tree Service to remove the 
sycamore tree on the west end of the city square, second by Johnson.  AYES: 
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Davidson, Kessler, and Tanner.  NAYS: Berola, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, 
and Rathgeber. (3-5) 

c. Ponsler 
i. The air conditioning unit at the Auburn Community Center has been fixed. 

ii. Ponsler is working on Operations Manual so we will have written processes 
manual for the day to day operations of the city office. 

iii. Ponsler reported that new renewal date for the city will be 12/01/13 for the 
health insurance.  The original rate quoted by Forsyth did not include 
reinsurance fees which would bring the monthly rate for the city to $10,136.61.  
Ponsler is has also met with Diamond Brother Insurance and she is continuing to 
look around for other options. 

iv. Ponsler looking into getting a credit/debit machine in the city office so the city 
could accept credit card payments. 

v. The Church of the Nazarene asked that the city streets be blocked off on 
Monroe Street between 4th and 5th Street on 10/31/13 from 5 PM to 8 PM. 

vi. Edna Dolbeare presented the current inventory of computers and the current 
state of the city software.  We have no server so each computer is a standalone 
unit and when data is needed on another computer it must be transferred by 
floppy disk.  After a lengthy discussion it was noted that we need to update the 
cities overall utility, payroll, checkbook, and general ledger software before we 
update and network the computers; with the current software we are limited by 
operating systems.  One company that Dolbeare found is Dafron & Associates in 
Bowling Green, Missouri.  A representative will be in the office Tuesday 
10/29/13 at 10:00 AM to give an initial presentation.  Dolbeare also mentioned 
two other options CUSI and Data Technologies.  The cost upgrade our current 
ACS system would be around $8,000.  Berola asked about the cost to upgrade 
the PCs on a rotating basis, there is no plan in place at this time. 

VIII. Committee Reports 
a. Administration – Berola 

i. There was a complaint from Dan Parrish on Harrison Street about a large 
number of stray cats.  The issue is once they are caught there is really no place 
to bring them.  Centko will have Terry White check into it. 

b. Public Works – Johnson 
i. There will be a meeting on 10/28/13 at 6:00 PM regarding High Speed Rail 

updates. 
ii. There will be a 90% design meeting for High Speed Rail on 11/1/13 at 10:00 AM 

at the DOT District #6 building on Adams Street in Springfield. 
c. Public Utilities – Kessler 

i. We have an updated contract from our natural gas provider that adds one more 
vendor that they can purchase from and this will lower the rates that we can 
purchase at.  It does not change the contract that we have with UGM.  A motion 
was made by Kessler to approve the updated agreement which allows UGM to 
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purchase natural gas from Oneok Energy Services, second by Rathgeber.  AYES: 
Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber and Tanner.  
NAYS: None. (8-0) 

d. Health & Safety - Gillock 
i. There will be meeting on 10/24/13 at 7:00 PM regarding a city burn site. 

e. Health & Housing – Stamer 
i. The nuisance at 16660 Kennedy Road for Lynda Brettin has been cared for. 

ii. The nuisance at 415 West North Street for Terrance Painter has been cleared 
again, but the location is becoming a chronic nuisance. 

iii. It was requested that property at 442 South 6th Street should be plaquered as 
uninhabitable because there is no running water.  It will be done so until the 
utilities are turned back on. 

f. Parks – Tanner 
i. Progress is being made on the pavilion at Pohlod Park. 

g. Library/Technology – Hemmerle 
i. No report 

IX. Adjournment 
a. A motion was made by Rathgeber to adjourn the meeting at 8:42 PM, second by Gillock.  

By voice vote - AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, 
Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: None (8-0) 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


