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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

May 6, 2013 

First Meeting 

Mayor Powell called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Present: Joe Powell, John Tanner, Tom Berola, Larry Hemmerle, Gale Pruitt, Rod Johnson, Mark Kessler 
Wayde Rathgeber, Matt Gillock, Tom Appelt, and Chris Warwick 

Visitors: Clay Davidson, Tammy Boesdorfer, Kelly Hughes, Jim Berual, Kandace Berual, Claudia Dinardo, 
Lyol Edwards, Bill Ruenzo, Lu Ruenzo, Rich Stamer, Barb Stamer, Cliff Hughes, Zach Dinardo, Katy 
Dinardo, Diana Mitzger, Reg Benton, Jimmy Carter, Cayol Carter, Geny Mitchell, Harry Scheldt, Becky 
Pisarek, Jim OPremchuk, Diann Opremchuk, Gene Laurent, Edna Dolbeare, and Ray Landers. 

I. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 
a. A motion was made by Kessler to accept the minutes of the last council meeting of April 

15, 2013 and destroy the recorded copy, second by Rathgeber.  Passed by voice vote.  
AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  (8-
0). 

II. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 
a. Appelt presented bills list from 04/16/13 to 04/30/13.  A motion was made by Kessler to 

approve the bills list, second by Gillock.  AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, 
Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  (8-0). 

b. Appelt presented the financial statement ending 04/30/13.  A motion was made by 
Rathgeber to approve the financial statement, second by Kessler.  AYES: Berola, 
Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  (8-0). 

III. Attorney – Grischow 
a. Second reading of ordinance 1367-13 (Peddler’s Ordinance), this is amending section 

19-25 of the Bond requirement.  The new amendment would require a bond of $1,500 
and the bond to be held for 30 days.  A motion was made by Kessler to approve the 
ordinance, second by Berola.  AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Pruitt, 
Gillock, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  (8-0). 

b. Second reading of ordinance 1368-13 (Pawn Shop/Resale Shop Ordinance), this is 
amending section 25-13 of the Bond requirement.  The new amendment would require 
a bond of $1,500 and the bond to be held for 30 days.  A motion was made by Kessler to 
approve the ordinance, second by Gillock.  AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, 
Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  (8-0). 

IV. Visitors 
a. Ray Landers asked about correcting the road in front Lot 15 in Edgewood Meadows, the 

property is the southwest corner of Edgewood Court.  He has intentions of building on 
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the lot.  Mayor Powell commented that there were some issues with that part of the 
subdivision.  Ray wanted to address the issue, he will contact Alderman Johnson the 
Public Works Committee Chair to review the site. 

V. Committee Reports 
a. Administration – Berola  

i. Becky Pisarek asked for permission to seek part time employment outside of the 
city office.  Berola mentioned that Becky was a long time employee with a good 
work record and saw no issue with the request.  Berola made a motion to 
approve the request, second by Kessler.  AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, 
Tanner, Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  (8-0). 

ii. There will be a Public Hearing regarding Video Gambling on 05/09/13 at 6:30 
PM in the council chambers; there will also be an Administrative Committee on 
05/09/13 immediately following the Public Hearing in the council chambers. 

b. Public Works - Johnson 
i. Johnson recounted the details of the 05/01/13 Public Works meeting; he stated 

that some changes were made to add maintenance costs and to also use oil on 
the road that would not bleed through the rock at lower temperatures.  These 
were recommendations of Michael McEvers of Benton and Associates, the city’s 
engineer on the 2013 Motor Fuel Tax (MFT) project.  Johnson made a motion to 
accept the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) cost estimate of 
$132,555.00, second by Kessler.  AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, 
Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  (8-0). 

c. Public Utilities – Kessler 
i. Kessler presented 2 bids for Drug and Alcohol Testing companies.  Kessler noted 

that the city’s Gas Engineer Lindsay Enloe recommended Utility Consultants Inc. 
(UCI); they are also the lowest bidder and the will also come on site for testing.  
Kessler made a motion that we enter in to a contract for Drug and Alcohol 
Testing for all city employees with UCI, second by Hemmerle.  AYES: Berola, 
Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  (8-0). 

ii. Otter Lake Water Commission requests to increase the stipend from $1,000 to 
$2,000 per year for the Commissioners, the rate has not been increased since 
1985.  The cost has been budgeted by the Water Commission and the cost will 
not be passed on to the city.  Kessler made a motion to pass Resolution 55-13 to 
increase the stipend for the Otter Lake Water Commissioners from $1,000 to 
$2,000 per year, second Johnson.  AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, 
Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  (8-0). 

d. Health & Safety – Gillock 
i. Gillock provided an update on Police Protection Agreement with the Village of 

Thayer.  There was a meeting on 04/29/13; the future village board members of 
Thayer were unaware of the correspondence between the attorneys for the 
Village of Thayer and City of Auburn.  So the agreement has been delayed. 
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ii. Gillock brought up that there is an outside opportunity for employment for city 
police officers during off duty hours.  Rathgeber who is employed by United 
Community Bank (UCB) in Auburn indicated the safety deposit boxes are going 
to be moved from the location on the city square to the Save A Lot Plaza 
location at future date.  UCB is asking for off duty officers to assist with the 
transfer.  After a short discussion and input from Chief Centko, it was decided 
that it would be best for the officers to be on duty to make the transfers, the 
city would then bill back UCB for the hours.  The use of City Police would be best 
for city and its citizens.  A motion was made by Gillock to approve the use of 
officers and to bill back to UCB to move the safety deposit boxes, second by 
Kessler.  AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Pruitt, Gillock, and Kessler.  
Rathgeber left the room during the vote.  (7-0-1). 

e. Health Officer 
i. A reminder to the citizens about keeping their lawns mowed and properly 

maintained. 
ii. The debris at 410 North Auburn Street has been removed. 

f. Parks - Tanner 
i. Tanner presented a bid from CanAm for field weeding and fertilizing for the 

baseball fields at Veteran’s Park.  The cost is the same as the previous vendor.  
There will be an additional cost for Trojan Field of $1,290, it was though that the 
field was maintained by Auburn High Scholl but it is not.  This bid will be added 
to the next council meeting for action to be taken. 

g. Library/Technology – Hemmerle 
i. No Report 

VI. Department Heads 
a. Centko 

i. Centko reported that they have started striping the city squad cars. 
ii. 6 boxes and 130 pounds of medications were collected during the Medication 

Take Back day on 05/04/13. 
b. Karhliker 

i. No Report 
c. Powell  

i. Powell offered her resignation as FOIA Officer and Open Meetings Act Officer, 
Powell stated that the City Clerk is the FOIA Officer [Section 2-104(a)] and 
Powell was appointed for the city office.  Kessler made a motion to accept the 
resignation from Powell for the FOIA Officer and Open Meetings Act Officer, 
second Rathgeber.  AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Pruitt, Gillock, 
Kessler, and Rathgeber.  (8-0). 

ii. Powell requested an immediate audit of the city books per the yearly process.  
Powell recommend Canny Accounting, they have taken over the business of the 
retiring Lawrence Travis who has audited the city before.  Canny Accounting has 
all of his notes and past audits of the city’s finances.  No action was taken. 
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iii. Powell announced her plans to retire on 09/04/13; Powell also stated that 
effective 05/07/13 she intended to use her unused time she has earned from 
the city to fill the time between 05/07/13 and 09/04/13.  Powell thanked the 
council, department heads and all of the city employees. 

VII. Comments – Kessler 
a. Kessler thanked Mayor Powell for his 32 years of service to the city of Auburn, 16 years 

as councilmen and 16 years as mayor.  Kessler presented a plaque to the mayor. 
VIII. Mayor’s Comments 

a. Mayor Powell thanked Alderman Gale Pruitt for stepping up to fill the vacancy in Ward 
3, she has done a tremendous job alderman and previously as city clerk. 

b. Mayor Powell thanked the department heads, the ladies in the office, the guys in the 
garage, the police officers and dispatchers, the council members, the clerk and 
treasurer, and the city attorney.  He also thanked his family, especially his wife Connie 
for all of her hard work with the city.  He offered advice to his successor to let the 
employees do their work, they know the job better than anyone and work with the 
councilmembers.  Mayor Powell felt good that he has left city running smoothly and in 
the black financially.  Lastly Mayor Powell thanked the citizens of Auburn for letting him 
serve them for 32 years. 

IX. Adjournment 
a. A motion was made by Tanner to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 PM, second by Johnson.  

AYES: Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Pruitt, Gillock, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  NAYS: 
Berola.  (7-1). 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


