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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

May 20, 2013 

Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Present: Barb Stamer, John Tanner, Tom Berola, Larry Hemmerle, Clay Davidson, Rod Johnson, Mark 
Kessler, Wayde Rathgeber, Matt Gillock, Tom Appelt, Raylene Grischow and Chris Warwick 

Connie Powell, Bill Karhliker, and Bruce Centko 

Visitors: Al Croker, Hettie Crocker, Therese McWhinnie, Becky Pisarek, Zach Brummett, David 
Vanbebber, Rob McWhinnie, Geri Dzevicki, Katy Dinardo, Harry Scheldt, Twila Cline, Cliff Hughes, 
Claudia Dinardo, Crystal Forestier, Kristie Harmon, Ray Landers, Thomas Laurent, James Holing 

I. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 
a. A motion was made by Rathgeber to accept the minutes of the last council meeting of 

May 6, 2013 First Meeting and destroy the recorded copy, second by Tanner.  AYES: 
Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Davidson, Gillock, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  (8-0). 

b. A motion was made by Berola to accept the minutes of the last council meeting of May 
6, 2013 Second Meeting and destroy the recorded copy, second by Davidson.  AYES: 
Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Davidson, Gillock, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  (8-0). 

c. A motion was made by Kessler to accept the minutes of the last council meeting of May 
9, 2013 Special Council Meeting and destroy the recorded copy, second by Hemmerle.  
AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Davidson, Gillock, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  
(8-0). 

II. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 
a. Appelt presented bills list from 05/01/13 to 05/20/13.  A motion was made by Tanner to 

approve the bills list, second by Davidson.  AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, 
Davidson, Gillock, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  (8-0). 

III. Attorney – Grischow 
a. Grischow asked for a short executive session at the end of the council meeting to 

discuss pending potential litigation. 
IV. Visitors 

a. Ray Landers asked about correcting the road in front Lot 15 in Edgewood Meadows, the 
property is the southwest corner of Edgewood Court.  He had not head back from the 
city yet.  Alderman Johnson stated that he would get with Mr. Landers with the week. 

b. Rob McWhinnie asked to make some comments about the Video Gaming expansion in 
Auburn.  He stressed that this is gaming and not gambling, we already have lottery in 
town which is gaming.  He also stated that if the people of Auburn are concerned about 
video gaming then we should ban the lottery.  Mr. McWhinnie also explained how the 
process works based on his observations and seminars he has attended. 
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V. Mayor’s Comments 
a. Curb side recycling provided by Flowers Sanitation 

i. Mayor Stamer explained the Flowers Sanitation will be offering curb side 
recycling once they have obtained the correct EPA Permits.  Flowers will offer a 
20 yard container for the city at no charge.  There was a discussion of where the 
container would fit and the best place to place it to prevent dumping of non-
recycling materials, it was decided by Mayor Stamer that the best spot would be 
south of city hall in the open lot that the city owns between the Oasis and 
Brandt Consolidated.  It would take Flowers Sanitation about 4 months to obtain 
the permits. 

b. Mayor Stamer reminded the citizens of Auburn to burn yard waste responsibly, the yard 
waste should be dry and do not let it smolder. 

c. Mayor Stamer appointed Chris Bridges as the Emergency Services Disaster Agency 
(ESDA) Coordinator.  The request was accepted by the council, there was no vote 
needed because Chris Bridges is an employee of the city. 

d. Mayor Stamer updated the council about the 05/15/13 meeting with Union Pacific 
about the 30% plan approval.  The 90% plan approval should occur in late summer and 
more information will follow. 

VI. Department Heads 
a. Centko 

i. Centko is looking for an additional funding source for cameras in the back of the 
squad cars.  The last time he purchased cameras they were about $4,000 per 
camera but he thought the prices had come down. 

b. Karhliker 
i. Karhliker asked the council to approve the hiring of summer part time help.  He 

has identified Colby Butler as a candidate at $9.00 per hour.  A motion was 
made by Berola to approve the hiring of Colby Butler as part time summer help 
effective 05/21/13 to 08/01/13 at $9.00 per hour, second by Davidson.  AYES: 
Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Davidson, Gillock, Kessler, and 
Rathgeber.  (8-0). 

ii. The Motor Fuel Tax (MFT) bid letting will be 06/11/13 at 10:00 AM at city hall. 
c. Powell  

i. No Report 
VII. Committee Reports 

a. Administration – Berola 
i. Berola made a motion to accept the bid from Canny Accounting to complete the 

audit of cities finances for the fiscal year 2013, second by Kessler. .  AYES: 
Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Davidson, Gillock, Kessler, and 
Rathgeber.  (8-0). 

ii. Berola gave a recap of the 05/10/13 Public Hearing regarding Video Gaming, he 
noted that both sides had compelling cases for the acceptance or denial of the 
change.  Berola specifically noted that in his military service overseas he 
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witnessed first-hand the denial of freedoms by foreign governments.  After 
those comments Berola made a motion to amend section 4-47.1 of the Auburn 
Code to strike out the language regarding gambling/gaming (Ordinance 1369-
13), second by Gillock.  AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Tanner, Gillock, and 
Rathgeber.  NAYS: Davidson, Johnson, and Kessler (5-3). 

1. Pastor David Vanbebber asked if a referendum could be placed on the 
general election ballot to outlaw gaming.  He was advised that he would 
need to seek council to see if that was an option. 

iii. Berola gave an update from the 05/15/13 Administration Committee meeting.  
A lot of good information was discussed but they still need to work on job 
description for the Office Manager position.  There will be another 
Administration Committee meeting called on 05/28/13 to discuss the 
finalization of the 2014 budget and staffing for the City Office. 

b. Public Works – Johnson 
i. No Report 

c. Public Utilities – Kessler 
i. Kessler asked that city contract with Direct Energy for the city facilities only, not 

the citizens of Auburn be placed on the next city council agenda on 06/03/13. 
d. Health & Safety - Gillock 

i. Gillock noted that there are several properties with excessively tall grass and 
that warning letters had gone out to those property owners. 

e. Health & Housing – Stamer 
i. Mayor Stamer asked that the council table any action on the property at 926 

West Jefferson Street.  She also asked that Zoning Board meeting be called for 
the month of June. 

f. Parks – Tanner 
i. Tanner made a motion to accept the bid from CanAm Professional Landscaping 

for the application of fertilizer and weed control for the baseball field and 
common areas at Veteran’s Park not to exceed $2,736, second by Kessler.  
AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Davidson, Gillock, Kessler, and 
Rathgeber.  (8-0). 

1. Tanner also noted that AYBSA (approximately $750) and the High School 
Baseball Team (unknown amount) will help to share the cost. 

g. Library/Technology – Hemmerle 
i. Hemmerle made a motion to accept the bid from Howard Services for the repair 

of the library’s air conditioning unit not to exceed $2,710, second by Davidson.  
AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Davidson, Gillock, Kessler, and 
Rathgeber.  (8-0). 

h. Executive Session 
i. At 8:23 PM Hemmerle made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss 

pending potential litigation, second by Kessler.  AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, 
Johnson, Tanner, Davidson, Gillock, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  (8-0). 
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ii. At 8:48 Hemmerle made a motion to leave Executive Session, second by Kessler.  
AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Davidson, Gillock, Kessler, and 
Rathgeber.  (8-0). 

iii.  
VIII. Adjournment 

a. A motion was made by Hemmerle to adjourn the meeting at 8:49 PM, second by 
Kessler.  AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Davidson, Gillock, Kessler, and 
Rathgeber.  (8-0). 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


