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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

July 15, 2013 

Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Present: Barb Stamer, John Tanner, Tom Berola, Larry Hemmerle, Clay Davidson, Rod Johnson, Mark 
Kessler, Wayde Rathgeber, Raylene Grischow and Chris Warwick. 

Absent: Larry Hemmerle and John Tanner 

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker, and Connie Powell. 

I. Mayor’s Comments 
a. Zoning Board Appointments: Mayor Stamer made the recommendation for Kurt Powell 

to serve on the Zoning for 2 years.  Alderman Kessler made a motion to accept the 
mayor’s recommendation of Kurt Powell to the Zoning Board for 2 years, second by 
Johnson.  AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  NAYES: 
None.  ABESENT: Hemmerle and Tanner (6-0-2) 

b. At the next meeting Mayor Stamer will be appointing an ad hoc Volunteer City Events 
committee; this committee will help to plan events on or around the city Square.  She 
has met with some of the committee members and they would like to have a one day 
Labor Day picnic on the square on Saturday 08/31/13.  Those wanting alcohol can visit 
one of the taverns on the square, but aldermen interjected to remind everyone that all 
alcoholic beverages must stay inside the bar and cannot be consumed on city streets 
and sidewalks.  The idea is to revive the Labor Day Picnic tradition. 

c.  There will be a City Wide Electronics Recycling Fundraiser with a tentative date of 
Saturday 09/21/13 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM; people can pay to have their electronics 
recycled.   A location for the event is to be determined. 

d. Mayor Stamer asked that the Alderman check their wards for sidewalks that need repair 
and report back to her by Monday 07/22/13.  She wants to make sure that all of the 
sidewalk monies get spent during the fiscal year.  There was a discussion on which 
sidewalks could be replaced and several locations were offered.  From Ward 3 the 
recommendation came for the west side of the square (North 5th Street) in front of the 
Community Center and from Ward 2 the recommendation came for around the 
American Legion at northeast corner of North 5th Street and West Adams Street. 

II. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 
a. Warwick read a thank letter from the Tony Berola family for their support during the 

passing of Tony Berola. 
b. Warwick read a thank you letter from Steve Howard from Howard Services for choosing 

his company for the replacement of the Library’s air conditioning unit. 



July 15, 2013  Page 2 of 5 

c. Warwick presented the meeting minutes from the Appropriations Public Hearing on 
07/01/13.  Rathgeber made a motion to accept the Appropriations Meeting Minutes 
and destroy the recorded copy, second by Kessler.  AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, 
Johnson, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  NAYES: None.  ABESENT: Hemmerle and Tanner (6-
0-2) 

d. Warwick presented the meeting minutes from the City Council on 07/01/13.  Attorney 
Grischow asked that the meeting minutes be updated further with her comments 
regarding the City of Auburn Facebook page that was previously discussed at the last 
council meeting on 07/01/13.  Rathgeber made a motion to accept the meeting minutes 
the updates and destroy the recorded copy, second by Gillock.  AYES: Berola, Davidson, 
Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  NAYES: None.  ABESENT: Hemmerle and 
Tanner (6-0-2) 

III. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 
a. Appelt presented the bills list from 07/01/13 to 07/15/13.  A motion was made by 

Kessler to approve the bills list, second by Rathgeber.  AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, 
Johnson, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  NAYES: None.  ABESENT: Hemmerle and Tanner (6-
0-2) 

b. Appelt presented the Financial Statement for the first two months of the fiscal year with 
a statement date ending 06/30/13. A motion was made by Kessler to accept the 
financial statement ending 06/30/13, second by Rathgeber.  AYES: Berola, Davidson, 
Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  NAYES: None.  ABESENT: Hemmerle and 
Tanner (6-0-2) 

IV. Attorney – Grischow 
a. The second reading of Ordinance 1373-13 - Ordinance Amending Use for Display or Sale 

of Goods to allow for the display of temporary signs in front of businesses] was made.  A 
motion was made by Kessler to accept Ordinance 1373-13, second by Davidson.  AYES: 
Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  NAYES: None.  ABESENT: 
Hemmerle and Tanner (6-0-2) 

b. The second reading of Ordinance 1374-13 - Ordinance Amending Pawnshop/Resale 
Shops Bond Requirement [amending bond provision to remove the warranty provision 
but require a bond] was made.  A motion was made by Kessler to accept Ordinance 
1374-13, second by Rathgeber.  AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, and 
Rathgeber.  NAYES: None.  ABESENT: Hemmerle and Tanner (6-0-2) 

c. The second reading of Ordinance 1375-13 - Ordinance Amending Appendix A - Zoning - 
Section VI, B. Sign Regulations [to allow for the display of temporary signs in front of 
businesses] was made.  A motion was mad by Rathgeber to accept Ordinance 1375-13, 
second by Kessler.  AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  
NAYES: None.  ABESENT: Hemmerle and Tanner (6-0-2) 

d. Grischow gave an update on the Police Protection Agreement.  She and Centko had met 
with the Village of Thayer to make changes.  It the hope that the agreement can be in 
place by 09/01/13 

V. Visitors 
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a. Lester Robertson of 118 Edgewood Court came before the council to ask if the council 
would vacate the street which is the south end of Edgewood Court (approximately 
39.558015,-89.75319) in the Edgewood Meadows subdivision.  This part of the road was 
never finished by the developer and the city has not finished the road because of the 
lack of homes next to that part of the road.  Mr. Robertson wants to combine his several 
plots of land in that area into one tax ID.  After a lengthy discussion the council was OK 
with the concept but Mr. Robertson would need to pay the city attorney fees for the 
time spent to write up the agreement, which would include an easement on the north 
end of the vacated street for utilities (water services), and he would also pay for the two 
filing fees ($39 per filing).  Mr.  Robertson will get the full legal descriptions to Attorney 
Grischow so the process can start, once all of the documentation is ready it will come 
before the council for a vote. 

b. Zoning Board Report: Rathgeber presented the Zoning Board actions at the 07/10/13 
meeting. 

i. Variance Request for the reduction of setbacks 515 West Adams Street to 2 ½ 
feet on the side of the property to accommodate a child’s playhouse.  The 
zoning board denied the request but recommended 3 ½ foot setback.  The 
property owner Mike Spears indicated that he bought the structure and did not 
think it would be an issue, he is in the old part of town and his lot is only 55 feet 
wide.  Rathgeber made a motion to accept the request to reduce the setbacks 
to 2 ½ feet on the side of the property of 515 West Adams Street, second by 
Kessler.  AYES: None.  NAYS: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, and 
Rathgeber.  ABESENT: Hemmerle and Tanner (0-6-2) 

1. .  Rathgeber made a motion to accept the request to reduce the 
setbacks to 3 ½ feet on the side of the property of 515 West Adams 
Street, second by Kessler.  AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Johnson, 
Kessler, and Rathgeber.  NAYES: None.  ABESENT: Hemmerle and 
Tanner (6-0-2) 

ii. Variance Request for reduction of setback 10 Isabelle Drive from 7 ½ feet to 5 
feet to accommodate a pool equipment shed.  A motion was made by 
Rathgeber to accept the zoning board’s recommendation to approve the 
variance, second by Davidson.  AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Johnson, 
Kessler, and Rathgeber.  NAYES: None.  ABESENT: Hemmerle and Tanner (6-0-
2) 

VI. Department Heads 
a. Centko 

i. No report 
b. Karhliker 

i. The Motor Fuel Tax (MFT) road work will begin 07/22/13. 
ii. The parking lines on the square are 99% done. 
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iii. The rate on the maintenance contract with Vandevanter Engineering is going up 
by $2,000 and our discount on parts has dropped from 10% to 7%.  This will be 
for next year. 

iv. Chief Centko asked about moving the picnic tables at the East Park (Union Park) 
because of damage to the tables.  Karhliker stated that he could move them to 
the city garage area and the city office would have to let him know when the 
park pavilion is being rented so they can move them back.  No action was taken 
at the meeting. 

c. Powell 
i. No report 

VII. Committee Reports 
a. Administration – Berola 

i. Berola reported that there was a committee meeting earlier today 07/15/13 to 
review the candidates for the Office Manager position.  They have whittled 
down the list of candidates and they will hold interviews the evening of Monday 
07/22/13 and Tuesday 07/23/13. 

b. Public Works – Johnson 
i. No report. 

ii. It was asked if we had received the legal descriptions from the Fire Department 
for vacating the alley.  We have not. 

c. Public Utilities – Kessler 
i. Kessler reported that because of the increase in the water rates from the cities 

supplier Otter Lake Water Commission, the city will need to raise their rates.  
The Otter Lake Water Commission increased their rates $0.50 per one thousand 
gallons last year and the city only increased the rate last year by $.025 to ease in 
the increase.  Kessler made a motion to increase the water rate starting with the 
October 2013 usage that will be billed in November 2013 from $6.75 per one 
thousand gallons to the new rate of $7.00 per one thousand gallons, second by 
Berola.  AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  
NAYES: None.  ABESENT: Hemmerle and Tanner (6-0-2) 

1. Kessler noted that our differential is $2.76 per one thousand gallons and 
even with the rate increase our rates are still lower than the surround 
cities. 

ii. Kessler presented Resolution 56-13 - Approval of a resolution designating a 
hearing date pursuant to the Bond Issue Notification Act for the issuance of 
$205,000 Limited Street and Water Main Improvement Bonds, Series 2013 by 
the City of Auburn and made a motion to accept the resolution, second by 
Rathgeber.  AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  
NAYES: None.  ABESENT: Hemmerle and Tanner (6-0-2) 

iii. Kessler made a motion to retain attorney Mike Southworth as our bond council 
on Resolution 56-13 and he will work with our city attorney, second Rathgeber.  
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AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  NAYES: 
None.  ABESENT: Hemmerle and Tanner (6-0-2) 

d. Health & Safety - Gillock 
i. Gillock stated their will a Health and Safety committee meeting on Wednesday 

07/24/13 at 7:00 PM in the council chambers.  The items to be discussed will be: 
1. Tasers 
2. Review of Pawnee Ordinance regarding criminal nuisance properties. 

e. Health & Housing – Stamer 
i. Mayor Stamer indicated that the following properties had been reviewed and 

she was satisfied with condition. 
1. Southwest corner of North 5th Street and West Adams Street 
2. 400 Interurban Street 
3. 415 West North Street 
4. The church at the northeast corner of North 6th Street and West 

Jefferson Street. 
f. Parks – Tanner 

i. Powell reported in Tanner’s absence that final bill for the batting cage uprights 
was $192.00; the original amount did not include shipping. 

g. Library/Technology – Hemmerle 
i. No report 

ii. Mayor Stamer asked when the library board met, Warwick stated they meet the 
3rd Tuesday of the month. 

VIII. Adjournment 
a. A motion was made by Rathgeber to adjourn the meeting at 8:21 PM, second by Gillock.  

By voice vote - AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Davidson, Kessler, and 
Rathgeber.  NAYS: Gillock.  ABSENT: Hemmerle and Tanner (5-1-2) 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


