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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

August 19, 2013 

Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Present: Barb Stamer, Chris Warwick, Tom Appelt, John Tanner, Matt Gillock (via teleconference), Mark 
Kessler, Tom Berola (7:08 PM), Larry Hemmerle, Clay Davidson, Rod Johnson, Wayde Rathgeber, and 
Raylene Grischow. 

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Mike McCarthy (Bill Karhliker absent), Connie Powell, and Kristy 
Ponsler. 

Gillock was not able to attend the meeting live because of work obligation.  Kessler made a motion to 
allow Gillock to attend via telephone, second by Rathgeber.  By voice vote: Ayes: John Tanner, Mark 
Kessler, Larry Hemmerle, Clay Davidson, Rod Johnson, and Wayde Rathgeber.  Nays: None.  Absent: 
Gillock and Berola (6-0-2) 

I. Mayor’s Comments 
a. Mayor Stamer presented Resolution 57-13 appointing Becky Pisarek as the City’s 

designated IMRF representative. A motion was made by Kessler to accept the mayor’s 
recommendation, second by Hemmerle.  Ayes: John Tanner, Matt Gillock, Mark 
Kessler, Larry Hemmerle, Clay Davidson, Rod Johnson, and Wayde Rathgeber.  Nays: 
None.  Absent: Berola (7-0-1) 

b. Mayor Stamer recommended the hiring of Kristy Ponsler as the new City Office Manager 
effective Monday 09/09/13 at a rate of $45,000 per year plus benefits.  A motion was 
made by Kessler to accept the mayor’s recommendation, second by Hemmerle.  Ayes: 
John Tanner, Matt Gillock, Mark Kessler, Larry Hemmerle, Clay Davidson, Rod 
Johnson, and Wayde Rathgeber.  Nays: None.  Absent: Berola (7-0-1) 

c. The Auburn Activities Committee (AAC) now has an Employee Identification Number 
(EIN) they have elected Kathy Thomas as their President, Heather Murdock as Vice 
President, Gerry Dee as Secretary, and Fran Henkhaus as Treasurer. 

d. The recycling bin provided by Flowers Sanitation has yielded over 15,000 pounds of 
recyclable material that has avoided being placed in landfills. 

II. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 
a. A thank you letter was sent to the City from Mark & Kim Kessler.  It read, “Thank you for 

your support during this difficult time.  I truly appreciate all the kind words, thoughts, 
and prayers during the passing of my sister Lori.” 

b. Warwick presented the meeting minutes from the Bond Public Hearing on 08/05/13.  
Tanner made a motion to accept the meeting minutes the updates and destroy the 
recorded copy, second by Kessler.  AYES: Tanner, Gillock, Kessler, Hemmerle, Davidson, 
Johnson, and Rathgeber.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Berola (7-0-1) 
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c. Warwick presented the meeting minutes from the city council meeting on 08/05/13.  
Kessler made a motion to accept the meeting minutes the updates and destroy the 
recorded copy, second by Johnson.  AYES: Tanner, Gillock, Kessler, Hemmerle, 
Davidson, Johnson, and Rathgeber.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Berola (7-0-1) 

III. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 
a. Appelt presented the bills list from 08/01/13 to 08/19/13 (Berola entered the meeting).    

A motion was made by Kessler to approve the bills list, second by Johnson.  AYES: 
Tanner, Gillock, Berola, Kessler, Hemmerle, Davidson, Johnson, and Rathgeber.  NAYS: 
None. (8-0-0) 

b. Appelt presented the financial statement for the month ending July 31, 2013.  A motion 
was made by Kessler to approve the bills list, second by Tanner.  AYES: Tanner, Gillock, 
Berola, Kessler, Hemmerle, Davidson, Johnson, and Rathgeber.  NAYS: None. (8-0-0) 

IV. Attorney – Grischow 
a. Grischow presented the Second Reading of Ordinance No. 1376-13 - An ordinance to 

vacate a portion of a municipal street right of way in the Wineman's Second Addition in 
the City of Auburn, Illinois.  A motion was made by Kessler to approve ordinance 1376-
13, second by Tanner.  AYES: Tanner, Gillock, Berola, Kessler, Hemmerle, Davidson, 
Johnson, and Rathgeber.  NAYS: None. (8-0-0) 

b. Grischow presented the Second Reading of Ordinance No. 1377-13 -  Ordinance 
Amending chapter 4 - alcoholic beverages - division 2 business regulations - section 4-
47.1 - excessive drinking; gambling on premises.  A motion was made by Berola to 
approved ordinance 1337-13, second by Rathgeber.  Berola commented that during his 
time serving in the armed forces overseas he has witnessed government’s heavy hand 
and people not being able to live in a free society.  Berola stated that he himself is not a 
gambler, but he felt that should not restrict other from doing so.  He also noted that this 
will not be a huge financial windfall but will allow Auburn businesses to complete with 
other towns.  Kessler asked if the mayor wanted to hear any public comments before 
the vote was held. Mayor Stamer felt that all of the comments have been previously 
stated. 

i. Kelli Morton’s concern was not with the existing businesses adding video 
gaming, it was new businesses that would come into town for video gaming 
only.  She was also concerned that this was being voted on again so soon after it 
was voted down, could this re-vote not wait.  Kelli also was concerned that the 
whole strip mall would become a casino 

1. Berola commented that the proposed site would be only one of the six 
business locations at the strip mall and that the state law limits the 
number of machines to a maximum of 5 and only those businesses that 
have a liquor license.  We need to foster an atmosphere that brings new 
business to town 

2. Al Eckhoff, Vice President of Prairie State Gaming indicated that 
Springfield is making about $50,000 in revenue per month due video 
gaming and they also charge the businesses $250 per machine/license.  
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People are going to gamble whether in Auburn or they’ll go to another 
town. 

3. Joe Michelich stated that the proposed gaming facility at the strip mall 
is not a done deal yet.  He had spoken with Mr. Hockenyos and they did 
not have any firm plans at this time. 

4. Mr. Kilroy one of the owners of the strip mall indicated that if they open 
a gaming facility it would have a strict 4 drink maximum and they are 
trying to create foot traffic for the strip mall to bring in more businesses 
to the strip mall and Auburn. 

5. Edna Dolbeare stated that this is a very emotional topic for several 
people in the community and if 65% of the people told the mayor that 
they were against gaming, why is the council voting on this again.  She 
asked that it be placed on a referendum ballot and let the people 
decide. 

6. Berola asked for call of the vote.  AYES: Berola, Gillock, Hemmerle, 
Rathgeber, and Stamer.  NAYS: Davidson, Johnson, Kessler, and 
Tanner. (5-4-0) 

c. Grischow presented the Second Reading of Ordinance No. 1378-13 - Ordinance 
Amending Sec. 4-7 of Chapter 4 Alcoholic Beverages - Drinking on a public way.  This 
ordinance is in conjunction with Ordinance 1379-13 which would allow for a temporary 
permit for businesses to have drinking a public right of way.  A motion was made by 
Kessler to approve Ordinance 1378-13, second by Johnson.  AYES: Tanner, Gillock, 
Berola, Kessler, Hemmerle, Davidson, Johnson, and Rathgeber.  NAYS: None. (8-0-0) 

d. Grischow presented the Second Reading of Ordinance No. 1379-13 Ordinance for 
temporary liquor license.  A motion was made by Kessler to approve Ordinance 1379-13, 
second by Davidson.  AYES: Tanner, Gillock, Berola, Kessler, Hemmerle, Davidson, 
Johnson, and Rathgeber.  NAYS: None. (8-0-0) 

e. Grischow presented the First Reading – Ordinance No. 1380-13 – An ordinance granting 
the special use permit for Bovine LLC.  It was held for later on in the meeting. 

f. Grischow presented the First Reading – Ordinance No. 1381-13 Amendment of 
temporary signage; this is update for numbering and a typographical error. 

g. Grischow presented the updated Fee Schedule to include the fees for Temporary Liquor 
Permit and Application.  A motion was made by Berola to accept the updated fee 
schedule, second by Davidson.  AYES: Tanner, Gillock, Berola, Kessler, Hemmerle, 
Davidson, Johnson, and Rathgeber.  NAYS: None. (8-0-0) 

V. Visitors 
a. Rathgeber gave the Zoning Board report.  The Zoning Board having found that all 

required standards set forth in Section VIII G. 5 Paragraphs a-h of the Zoning Ordinance 
had been adequately met, it recommends that the city council approve the Special 
Permitted Uses petition of Bovine LLC for the property known as 13575 State Route 4, 
Auburn, IL, allowing the construction and operation of a meat market and an 
establishment for the processing of meat including slaughtering of animals as part of 
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such processing.  The Zoning Board recommended 7-0 in favor of granting the Special 
Use Permitted, and recommended the council approve the Special Use. 

i. Mike Grider indicated that they were not against a retail meat shop and Magro’s 
can slaughter in the city.  There have been other meat shops in the past and 
they would slaughter in the country and then sell their meats in the city. 

ii. Jenny Vieweg stressed the negative impact to their property valves; she is 
convinced that if given a comparable house in town, someone would pick the 
other house because theirs would be near a slaughter house.  She is concerned 
with outside pens for the animals and the outside of the building.  She also 
indicated that no site plan has been produced. 

iii. Tony Magro wanted to address all of the rumors surrounding the business.  He 
stated that the slaughter accounted for only 7% of their operating hours in a 
seven day week; he would like to be open only six at the new building because 
of increased revenue.  It is not feasible to continue slaughtering at the old 
location and ship to the new.  It would be better to do everything under one 
roof at the new facility.  When the media came to the out there was no flies, 
rodents, or odors as people have said.  He is a business investing in a better 
facility and investing in that parcel.  It could be a gas station or Hardees.  The 
current zoning could allow for a junkyard or steel fabrication.  He is working on a 
more detailed site plan, the original plan was too expensive, and he is adjusting 
the plan so he can increase the retail operation.  He wants to be on the highway 
because of the traffic count.  Appelt asked about the berm, originally was going 
to four feet then someone asked them to put in a twenty foot high berm, which 
would require a tremendous amount of dirt which would take up a lot space to 
put in.  Tanner asked what the hours of operation will be, Tony responded 
Monday through Friday until 7:00 PM, if the traffic is higher it might be open 
later.  It was asked if he would outside pens, Tony replied no.  The animals will 
be loaded in from outside are to gated area which will lead the animals inside; it 
will be more enclosed than what he has now.  He is open to enclosing further if 
the city would like.  Tony stated that he gets along with his neighbors in his 
current location and they are closer than people would be on the 4 acre parcel 
we are talking about.  A question was asked about issues with current 
neighbors, Tony indicated there was an issue with noise from a refrigerated 
trailer that he was storing meat in because he had run out freezer space.  He 
stated that they built a special sound board to deflect the sound to help remedy 
the situation.  Tanner stated that the business that Magro operates is more 
regulated than most and that he felt it would inspected on a regular basis and 
steel fabrication plant would not.  Berola indicated that at one point a strip club 
wanted to come into that location. 

iv. Gerry Zwicki has been next to Magro’s for 8 years she has seen no flies, 
mosquitos, there has been no problems with odor.  Magro’s waste provider 
picks any by product and she has never had an issue. 
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v. Mike Grider asked if a special use was allowed, would it be only for Magro’s and 
could be passed on to a future owner.  Grischow answered, that issue is of a 
legal nature and could not be answered at this time. 

vi. Jenny Vieweg said she has spoken with realtors; nothing else would devalue 
their property like a slaughter house. 

vii. Rathgeber stated the Zoning Board recommended 7-0 in favor of granting the 
Special Use Permitted, and recommended the council approve the Special Use.  
Kessler said in light of the situation, Kessler made a motion to table Ordinance 
1380-13 until the 09/03/13 meeting, second by Rathgeber.  AYES: Tanner, 
Gillock, Berola, Kessler, Hemmerle, Davidson, Johnson, and Rathgeber.  NAYS: 
None. (8-0-0) 

VI. Department Heads 
a. Centko 

i. When Officer Ryan Howard to the Police Training Institute (PTI); Centko had 
applied for reimbursement for the fees. 

b. Karhliker 
i. Mike McCarthy was present for Bill Karhliker, there was no report. 

 
c. Powell 

i. No report 
d. While the gallery was clearing the meeting before the committee reports, Jim Vieweg 

made hand gestures to the several of the council members before leaving the council 
chambers. 

VII. Committee Reports 
a. Administration – Berola 

i. Berola wanted to outline the plan for the transition of the Office Manager, the 
council wants to keep on Connie Powell on to train Kristy Ponsler.  The process 
should take about 4 – 6 weeks to complete. 

b. Public Works – Johnson 
i. There will be a committee meeting Tuesday 09/10/13 at 7:00 PM regarding high 

speed railway crossings. 
c. Public Utilities – Kessler 

i. No report 
d. Health & Safety - Gillock 

i. On a 08/14/13 committee meeting, the use of Tasers was discussed.  The 
workman’s compensation provider to the city offers a grant for the purchase of 
Tasers.  The committee recommended the purchase of Tasers, Gillock made a 
motion to purchase the Tasers at a cost of $5,050 to the city after the grant ($9, 
450 minus a $4,400 grant = $5,050) and that no Tasers will be used until all of 
the officers have been trained and the policy around their use is updated, this is 
contingent on the grant being paid, second Rathgeber.  AYES: Tanner, Gillock, 
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Berola, Kessler, Hemmerle, Davidson, Johnson, and Rathgeber.  NAYS: None. 
(8-0-0) 

e. Health & Housing – Stamer 
i. No report 

f. Parks – Tanner 
i. Tanner made a motion to reimburse Chief Centko $97.20 for Labor Day 

decorations for the City Square, second by Davidson.  AYES: Tanner, Gillock, 
Berola, Kessler, Hemmerle, Davidson, Johnson, and Rathgeber.  NAYS: None. 
(8-0-0) 

ii. Tanner provided an update from the last Parks Committee meeting 
1. Discussed was the scheduling of baseball fields at Veteran’s Park. 
2. A pavilion at Pohlod Park, the structure would be approximately 22 ft. x 

30 ft. in the southwest corner of the park. 
3. The hours of the city parks needs to be reviewed, each park might need 

its own closing time. 
g. Library/Technology – Hemmerle 

i. No report 
VIII. Adjournment 

a. A motion was made by Kessler to adjourn the meeting at 8:24 PM, second by Johnson.  
By voice vote - AYES: Tanner, Gillock, Berola, Kessler, Hemmerle, Davidson, Johnson, 
and Rathgeber.  NAYS: None. (8-0-0) 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


