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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

September 3, 2013 

Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Present: Barb Stamer, Chris Warwick, Tom Appelt, John Tanner (7:37 PM), Mark Kessler, Tom Berola 
(7:09 PM), Larry Hemmerle (7:02 PM), Clay Davidson, Rod Johnson, Wayde Rathgeber, and Raylene 
Grischow.  Absent: Tom Appelt and Matt Gillock 

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker, Connie Powell, and Kristy Ponsler. 

I. Mayor’s Comments 
a. The Auburn Labor Day Picnic was a great success and plans are to repeat the celebration 

again in 2014.  Pictures will be featured in the Auburn Citizen on Thursday.   The next 
AAC event will be a fundraiser for Christmas Decorations on the square.  Midwest 
Computer Processing will hold an Electronic Recycling Event at Sav-A-Lot parking lot 
from 9-3 on Saturday September 21. Check the Auburn Citizen for items that can be 
recycled. 

b. Friends of the Auburn Parks (FOAP) will reorganize for the purpose of focusing on 
improvements to the City Square.  Officers are:  President Heather Murdock, Vice 
President Noah Vaughn, Secretary Kelli Morton, and Treasurer Zach Dinardo.  More 
information forthcoming. 

c. You have before you a letter from the Auburn Recreation Park Trust requesting $500.00 
to be used to:  “pay for some of the maintenance to the park and replacement and 
removal of the outhouse. At present all trails are open and citizens of Auburn are invited 
to drive out and see what they have done. A leaf-collection site for school students is 
available; and the Trustees are in the process of putting in new rails for the parking area 
and mulching all of the trails.”  A motion was made by Davidson and second by Kessler 
to approve the $500.00 donation.  Davidson then tabled his motion until later in the 
meeting. 

II. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 
a. Warwick presented the meeting minutes from the city council meeting on 08/19/13.  

Kessler made a motion to accept the meeting minutes, second by Rathgeber.  AYES: 
Davidson, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Berola, 
Gillock, and Tanner (5-0-3) 

III. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 
a. Warwick presented Appelt’s report, the bills list from 08/20/13 to 08/31/13.  A motion 

was made by Kessler to approve the bills list, second by Johnson.  AYES: Davidson, 
Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Berola, Gillock, 
and Tanner (5-0-3) 

IV. Attorney – Grischow 
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a. Rathgeber presented the finding of the Zoning Board for the property commonly known 
as 13575 State Route 4, Auburn, Illinois, 62615.  The Zoning Board found that the 
petition by Bovine LLC met the conditions of Section VII – G-Subsection 5 – Appendix A 
for Special Use.  The Zoning Board approved the recommendation 7-0 in favor of the 
Special Use. 

i. The issue was opened to the public for questions.  Mike Grider asked about a 
retaining pond, Tony Magro indicated that his engineers indicated it was not 
needed.  Mr. Grider also asked about the new site plan, the loading chute for 
the animals was now on the north side of the building.  Tony Magro indicated 
that the loading chute will be next to 16 feet long and 9 foot high fence on the 
west side of the chute, the animals would then load through a 30 inch door into 
the building and the animal pens would be inside.  The rendering will be picked 
up through an 8 foot rolling door, so they can back up and pick up the rendering 
barrels.  The rendering pick up process takes about 25-30 minutes.  Hemmerle 
asked if the Special Use stays with the landowner or with the property.  It will 
stay with the property but there are stipulations to the landowner as outlined in 
Ordinance 1380-13.  Kessler made a motion to accept the Zoning Board’s 
recommendation for Special Use for the property commonly known as 13575 
State Route 4, Auburn, Illinois, 62615, second by Davidson.  .  AYES: Davidson, 
Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, Berola and Rathgeber.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: 
Gillock, and Tanner (6-0-2) 

ii. Grischow made the first reading of Ordinance 1380-13 granting special use 
permit to Bovine LLC in an I-1 Zoning District for Property at 13575 State Route 
4, Auburn, Illinois, 62615. 

1. Mayor Stamer commented that she spoke to an appraiser and because 
the land was already zoned commercial, the only two things that could 
affect property values are vermin or odor, there should be no change 
their values, because there have been none of those issues with 
Magro’s.  The question was raised about outside pens and it was stated 
that the outside pens are not allowed per the Ordinance 1380-13.  It 
was also asked about refrigerated trailers, Tony Magro responded he 
would not need them because of the new facility, the only time he 
would need them is in a case of an emergency so he would not loose 
existing product. 

2. Matt Grimm commented that he has lived in the neighborhood and he 
has also spoken with an appraiser and there would be no impact to the 
home values.  He stated that Magro’s is willing to work with the 
neighbors, the property was zoned commercial and any other business 
that was zoned commercial could bring their business right up to your 
property line and there would be nothing that could be done, Magro’s 
wants to work with the neighbors.  It looks ten times better now that 
they have mowed and kept up the property. 
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3. Tom Magro started the business in 2002; the property has been a meat 
locker since the 1920’s.  He has an 11 ½ year track record with the city.  
The previous owner of the meat locker Scott Poland did not follow the 
rules and was shut down, this industry is the second highest regulated 
in the country.  The James Brothers took over the business and they use 
to slaughter animals on the farm and Tom Magro indicated that that is 
not the same thing as what they do.  Two businesses failed within 1 year 
when he took over and he had to build up a tarnished image.  He still 
hears from famers about the issues that previous owners had 13 years 
ago, they are a family business, and slaughter is the first step of meat 
processing.  The meat inspectors from Springfield come down to his 
business to by meat.  Tom Magro was concerned about the lies and fear 
mongering that has been directed towards the new location.  He has 
done a lot of work over the years to improve the existing location and 
the new location would help to bring in more retail business.  This year 
they have given back to the community through deer hunters and the 
Pork Producers Association, by processing for free or reduced cost they 
were able to have 16,000 pounds go to the food banks, that is over 
64,000 meals. 

4. Jim Vieweg stated this is not about Magro’s integrity; they were 
concerned because the former mayor indicated this was a cut and dry 
deal and that there would be no vote on the issue.  Mr. Vieweg was fine 
with a retail operation next to his property; other businesses slaughter 
offsite and then sell their processed meats at a retail location.  He 
believed that this is not zoned correctly for slaughter, they did buy their 
home knowing it was zoned I-1, it is not right to change the zoning. 

b. Grischow presented the Second Reading – Ordinance No. 1381-13 Amendment of 
temporary signage; this is update for numbering and a typographical error.  A motion 
was made by Kessler to accept the ordinance, second by Rathgeber.  AYES: Tanner. 
Davidson, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, Berola and Rathgeber.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: 
Gillock (7-0-1) 

c. Grischow presented the First Reading - Ordinance No. 1382-13 - An ordinance to vacate 
a portion of a municipal street right-of-way in Edgewood Meadows in the City of 
Auburn, Illinois 

d. Grischow presented the First Reading - Ordinance No. 1383-13 - Stop Sign Ordinance at 
7th &  Trojan 

i. Berola asked for this ordinance because of complaints from neighbors in the 
area, that intersection would be a 3-way stop.  Going north on 7th Street, the 
last stop is at Washington Street and the residents have complained about 
speeders. 

e. Grischow presented the First Reading - Ordinance No. 1384-13 - Video Gaming 
Ordinance 
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i. This ordinance will regulate the permit fee per machine of $25 by state statue; it 
also set the fines for violations of the ordinance at $250 per violation (amount 
recommended by Berola and Rathgeber). 

V. Visitors 
a. There were no additional visitors or public comments. 

VI. Department Heads 
a. Centko 

i. Centko had a question about a local establishment that had their liquor license 
revoked by the State, but license has been re-issued.  He wanted a clarification if 
we should re-issue as well.  It was the opinion of the city council that they 
license should be returned if they have met the State’s requirements. 

ii. Centko asked that a meeting be held regarding slow moving vehicles, specifically 
golf carts on city roadways. 

iii. The check for the Tasers has been issued 
b. Karhliker 

i. Karhliker was able to locate a used 1994 Vacuum Truck for approximately 
$71,000 and it would have 6 month warranty on the vacuum components from 
the seller.  Funding could come from multiple budgets because it serves many 
departments. 

c. Powell 
i. No report 

VII. Committee Reports 
a. Administration – Berola 

i. The issue of a stop sign at North 7th Street and Trojan Road was covered during 
the attorney’s report. 

b. Public Works – Johnson 
i. There will be a committee meeting Tuesday 09/10/13 at 7:00 PM regarding high 

speed railway crossings. 
c. Public Utilities – Kessler 

i. No report 
d. Health & Safety - Gillock 

i. No Report 
e. Health & Housing – Stamer 

i. Two letters have gone out regarding nuisance properties. 
1. 309 East Jackson Street – Do Realty- Debris from a large tree 

f. Parks – Tanner 
i. The donation for the Auburn Township Park was re-presented.  Rathgeber left 

the council chambers.  A motion was made Davidson to donate $500 to the 
Auburn Township Park with funds coming from the Economic Develop fund, 
second by Berola.  AYES: Tanner. Davidson, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, and 
Berola.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Gillock and Rathgeber (6-0-2) 
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ii. Tanner provided an update on the pavilion at Pohlod Park; the pavilion would 
be 25 feet by 32 feet.  The school district will provide the labor for the project 
because there is a bus stop at the park.  The materials will be $7,122 plus about 
$1,000 for the concrete.  Tanner made a motion to approve the expenditure not 
to exceed $9,500 for the project, second by Kessler.  AYES: Tanner. Davidson, 
Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, Berola and Rathgeber.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: 
Gillock (7-0-1) 

1. Tanner indicated the work would start after 09/23/13 and he 
appreciated the school’s partnership on the project. 

g. Library/Technology – Hemmerle 
i. No report 

VIII. Adjournment 
a. A motion was made by Rathgeber to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 PM, second by 

Davidson.  By voice vote - AYES: Tanner. Davidson, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, and 
Rathgeber.  NAYS: Berola.  ABSENT: Gillock (6-1-1) 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


