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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

November 4, 2013 

Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Present: Barb Stamer, Chris Warwick, Tom Appelt, Matt Gillock, John Tanner (7:32 PM), Mark Kessler, 
Tom Berola, Larry Hemmerle, Clay Davidson, Rod Johnson, Wayde Rathgeber and Raylene Grischow.  
Absent: None 

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker, and Kristy Ponsler. 

I. Mayor’s Comments 
a. Magro’s Processing has requested to park an extra refrigeration trailer on their property 

from 11/20/13 until 12/13/13 to assist with the upcoming deer hunting season.  Gillock 
made a motion to accept Magro’s request for an extra trailer, second by Kessler.  AYES: 
Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  NAYS: None. 
ABSENT: Tanner (7-0-1) 

b. Mayor Stamer reminded the citizens when burning; the yard waste should be dry and 
not left smoldering. 

II. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 
a. Warwick presented the meeting minutes from the city council meeting on 10/21/13.  

Kessler made a motion to accept the meeting minutes and destroy the recorded copy, 
second by Johnson.  AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, and 
Rathgeber.  NAYS: None. ABSENT: Tanner (7-0-1) 

III. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 
a. Appelt presented the bills list from 10/16/13 to 10/31/13.  A motion was made by 

Gillock to approve the bills list, second by Rathgeber.  AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, 
Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  NAYS: None. ABSENT: Tanner (7-0-1) 

b. Appelt also presented the five month Financial Statement ending 09/30/13.  A motion 
was mad by Rathgeber to approve the Financial Statement ending 09/30/13, second by 
Kessler.  AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  
NAYS: None. ABSENT: Tanner (7-0-1) 

IV. Attorney – Grischow 
a. Grischow presented a copy of City’s Social Media Policy.  The policy sets the ground 

rules on how social media would or could be used by city employees, if there are 
violations the policy does address possible punishment up to and including dismissal 
from the city.  This policy is to be followed by all elected officials, employees, and any 
city appointees.  All of the aforementioned individuals would need to sign and return a 
copy of the policy to the city office.  Rathgeber made a motion to approve Resolution 
58-13 regarding the city’s Social Media policy, second by Berola.  AYES: Berola, 
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Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  NAYS: None. ABSENT: 
Tanner (7-0-1) 

b. Grischow presented the First Reading of Ordinance No. 1387-13; an Ordinance levying 
and assessing taxes for 12/31/13 payable in 2014 

c. Grischow asked for an Executive Session regarding Pending Litigation and Personnel 
V. Visitors 

a. No public comments 
VI. Department Heads 

a. Centko 
i. There will be a zero tolerance policy on toilet paper (TP-ing) during 

Homecoming 2014.  This year’s Homecoming got way out of hand. 
b. Karhliker 

i. The work for the Sign Grant to replace city street signs should begin next week. 
ii. Bill provided a brief update regarding the 90% planning meeting regarding the 

High Speed Rail fencing.  The original length of the fencing was from Gilmore 
Road to the Township Garage, Karhliker and the Mayor requested that the fence 
go further south towards the golf course.  There was concern about fencing not 
being placed near the golf course. 

iii. Bill Burke from UCB Bank asked Karhliker about the property west of Dollar 
General, there was an appraisal of the land.  Karhliker had a concern because a 
large city storm tile runs through that area and if the property was sold, who 
would pay for the movement of the storm tile.  No action was needed at this 
time, but action could be needed in the future. 

c. Ponsler 
i. Ponsler had an update on the DCEO Grant for Red Bud Park; some of the items 

on the grant occurred before 2010 and are not allowed to be reimbursed.  We 
still have not received any payments from the state so updates still could be 
made.  The revisions need to be made or we could lose out on monies from the 
state if the grant was funded by the state.  Because the items were disallowed 
we would lose out on approximately $55,000 of the total $106,000 unless we 
have new items to update the grant.  Some of the grant money was used to 
improve entrances and culverts in front of Red Bud Park. 

VII. Committee Reports 
a. Administration – Berola 

i. Berola will be scheduling a meeting in the future regarding administrative tasks 
that need to be completed for the city. 

b. Public Works – Johnson 
i. Johnson stated that city still had a few concerns with the High Speed Rail 

project.  We have requested plans for the additional culvert that will be made 
near the north east end of Veteran’s Park. 

1. The bid opening for the project will be 12/11/13 and they will start the 
work in Spring 2014. 
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ii. Johnson had a citizen north of Chizmar Road request that speed limit sign be 
placed on Kennedy Road near Chizmar Road to address speeding vehicles.  The 
citizen felt that many people were exceeding the speed limit.  Rathgeber 
confirmed there is speed sign south of Chizmar Road and sign noting the 
reduction of speed coming into the city limits.  No action was taken. 

c. Public Utilities – Kessler 
i. No report 

d. Health & Safety - Gillock 
i. Gillock reported that Sangamon County Animal Control has drastically increased 

their rates for animal pick up and boarding, the rates would triple in the next 
few years.  The council asked Grischow to look into the current 
intergovernmental agreement.  There was concern that Animal Control was not 
following their own polices.  Chief Centko is looking into other options as well. 

ii. There was a meeting held on 10/24/13 regarding a city burning site, near Lost 
Caboose (11th Street & West Van Buren Street).  There was no quorum at the 
meeting so no recommendation/action was taken. 

e. Health & Housing – Stamer 
i. No report 

f. Parks – Tanner 
i. Tanner requested that the city work crew remove the nets from the batting 

cages at Veteran’s Park and the concession stand be winterized.  Karhliker noted 
that the concession stand has been winterized and that the door on the men’s 
room will need to be looked at further as it could not be repaired by his crew. 

g. Library/Technology – Hemmerle 
i. No report 

VIII. Executive Session 
a. A motion was made by Rathgeber at 7:57 PM to enter into Executive Session to discuss 

threatened litigation and a personnel issue, second by Kessler.  By voice vote - AYES: 
Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAYS: 
None.  ABSENT: None (8-0) 

b. A motion was made by Rathgeber at 8:45 PM to enter back into open session, second by 
Kessler.  By voice vote - AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, 
Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: None (8-0) 
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IX. Adjournment 
a. A motion was made by Kessler to adjourn the meeting at 8:46 PM, second by Davidson.  

By voice vote - AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, 
Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: None (8-0) 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


