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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

November 18, 2013 

Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Present: Barb Stamer, Chris Warwick, Tom Appelt, Matt Gillock, John Tanner, Mark Kessler, Tom Berola, 
Larry Hemmerle, Clay Davidson, Rod Johnson, Wayde Rathgeber and Raylene Grischow.  Absent: None 

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker, and Kristy Ponsler. 

I. Mayor’s Comments 
a. The Auburn High School parents will be decorating the telephone poles in honor of the 

football team on Jackson Street (Route 104) from Iris Street to Route 4 and on 7th Street 
from Jackson Street to the High School. 

b. The tree lighting will be on Sunday 11/24/13. 
c. The Holiday Walk on the Square will be on Saturday 12/07/13 starting at 5:00 PM. 

II. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 
a. Warwick presented the meeting minutes from the city council meeting on 11/04/13.  

Kessler made a motion to accept the meeting minutes and destroy the recorded copy, 
second by Rathgeber.  AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, 
Rathgeber and Tanner.  NAYS: None. (8-0) 

III. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 
a. Appelt presented the bills list from 11/01/13 to 11/15/13.  A motion was made by 

Rathgeber to approve the bills list, second by Kessler.  AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, 
Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber and Tanner.  NAYS: None. (8-0) 

b. Appelt also presented the Financial Statement ending 10/31/13.  A motion was made by 
Gillock to approve the Financial Statement ending 10/31/13, second by Davidson.  AYES: 
Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber and Tanner.  NAYS: 
None. (8-0) 

c. Appelt presented the final draft version of the April 30, 2013 financial audit.  There is no 
alderman approval needed, it needs to be signed by the mayor. 

IV. Attorney – Grischow 
a. Grischow presented the Second Reading of Ordinance No. 1387-13; an Ordinance 

levying and assessing taxes for 12/31/13 payable in 2014.  A motion was mad by Kessler 
to approve Ordinance 1387-13, second by Hemmerle.  AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, 
Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber and Tanner.  NAYS: None. (8-0) 

b. Grischow brought to the council’s attention that Mr. Roads with HDR Engineering is 
requesting either a Fee Simple or Easement for the 5 to 6 crossings in Auburn, there 
would need to be a 30 foot right of way.  Each crossing has specific grades that need to 
be maintained and we could give the land to the Illinois Department of Transportation 
(IDOT) through Fee Simple or we could maintain the land and just grant a Permanent 
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Easement.  There was a short discussion by the council on the pros and cons of the two 
options.  Johnson requested that we get more information from Mr. Roads so the 
council could make a final decision. 

c. Mr. Roads also contacted Grischow about a temporary construction easement at the 
northwest corner of West Washington Street and North Kennedy Avenue near the city 
garage.  The council was OK with granting the easement. 

d. Grischow reported that we are bound to the Sangamon County Animal Control 
agreement until April 2014, but the County is obligated to provide reporting on number 
of animals picked up, number of days boarded, etc.  Centko responded the County does 
send us a bill with the details; Grischow questioned whether the County sends the 
information in enough time to give 30 days’ notice before the renewal date.  Centko 
stated they did not send the billing schedule until October.  Grischow recommended 
that we ask for the report in January so we can re-look at the agreement. 

e. No executive session was needed. 
V. Visitors 

a. Kelli Morton and Heather Murdock from the Auburn Activities Committee (ACC) came 
before the council to ask about paying the standard fee for the rental of the gazebo on 
the square and the community center.  Since the ACC is a committee appointed by the 
mayor and their job is to promote Auburn, they felt the fee should be waived.  Ponsler 
stated that if a club is having a meeting the fee is $5 plus the deposit, but if it is an event 
then the cost is $50 plus the deposit.  The council thought that the rental of the gazebo 
and community center could be split up.  Ponsler will pull the policy and it will be 
discussed at the next council meeting. 

VI. Department Heads 
a. Centko 

i. No report. 
b. Karhliker 

i. The work for the Sign Grant to replace city street signs should be completed by 
the end of the week. 

1. Rathgeber asked if while replacing signs if the tree could be trimmed 
back at the northwest corner of North Iris Drive and East Madison 
Street, the stop sign is difficult to see. 

ii. The water samples for the water main on Route 4 between Trojan Road and 
Lincoln Street have passed, we are now waiting on the approval of the 
paperwork from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

iii. Last December 2012, the southwest corner of the city garage needed repair.  
The original gentleman never followed up on the repair, but Karhliker has now 
secured a bid from Craig Ladage Builders for $3,276.00.  A motion was made by 
Johnson to accept bid by Craig Ladage Builders to repair the southwest corner of 
the garage at a price not to exceed $3,300, second by Kessler.  AYES: Berola, 
Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber and Tanner.  NAYS: 
None. (8-0) 
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c. Ponsler 
i. Ponsler requested to attend a two day Illinois Rural Water Association (IRWA) 

conference in East Peoria.  The cost would be $150 for the conference and $96 
for a hotel room.  Berola made a motion to approve Ponsler attending the 
conference at a cost not to exceed $300, second by Kessler.  AYES: Berola, 
Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber and Tanner.  NAYS: 
None. (8-0) 

VII. Committee Reports 
a. Administration – Berola 

i. No Report 
b. Public Works – Johnson 

i. No Report 
c. Public Utilities – Kessler 

i. No Report.  Kessler announced that he will be deployed to Kuwait and this will 
be his last meeting for a while. 

d. Health & Safety - Gillock 
i. No Report 

e. Health & Housing – Stamer 
i. Mayor Stamer reported that 3 properties currently have liens against them for 

unpaid bills to the city. 
f. Parks – Tanner 

i. Tanner expressed his concern about some of the items on the DCEO Grant for 
Red Bud Park.  Some of the items listed were already covered by the Kennedy 
Road Project which was another grant funded project.  We would still be eligible 
for $54,735.00 of the original $106,500.00 requested. 

ii. Tanner asked if the street light near Pohlod Park would be enough for the new 
pavilion.  The consensus was that it would not be and that a light will need to be 
installed. 

g. Library/Technology – Hemmerle 
i. No report 

VIII. Adjournment 
a. A motion was made by Kessler to adjourn the meeting at 8:06 PM, second by Rathgeber.  

By voice vote - AYES: Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber, and 
Tanner.  NAYS: Berola.  ABSENT: None (7-1) 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


