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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

January 21, 2014 

Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM. 

Present: Barb Stamer, Chris Warwick, Tom Appelt, Matt Gillock, John Tanner, Tom Berola, Larry 
Hemmerle, Clay Davidson, Rod Johnson, and Wayde Rathgeber.  Raylene Grischow.  Absent: Mark 
Kessler 

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker, and Kristy Ponsler. 

I. Mayor’s Comments 
a. There will be two new businesses coming to Auburn, Sugar Creek – Deli, Wine, & Cheese 

on the square and Tony’s Café at the strip mall on Jackson Street (Route 104).  More 
information to come. 

b. The Blue Carpet Corridor Committee has invited Auburn to join their festival which is 
tentatively dated for 08/29/14 through 09/01/14.  This is a multi-town event along the 
Historic Route 66 corridor.  More information to follow. 

c. Barb Henn will be heading up the Summer Carnival; the dates are 08/22/14 and 
08/23/14.  Mayor Stamer will relay the updates back to the council.  Barb Henn will also 
provide updates to the council. 

d. Hemmerle expressed concern about the football decorations still on the telephone 
poles throughout town, Mayor Stamer acknowledged that the decorations did not look 
well but a local citizen has gone around repairing them. 

II. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 
a. Warwick presented the meeting minutes from the city council meeting on 12/16/13.  

Rathgeber made a motion to accept the meeting minutes and destroy the recorded 
copy, second by Gillock.  By voice vote - AYES: Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, 
Berola, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Kessler (7-0-1) 

III. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 
a. Appelt presented the bills list from 12/14/13 to 12/31/13.  A motion was made by 

Rathgeber to approve the bills list, second by Davidson.  By voice vote - AYES: Davidson, 
Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: 
Kessler (7-0-1) 

b. Appelt presented the 9 month Financial Statement for the month ending 12/31/13.  A 
motion was made Rathgeber to accept the Financial Statement, second Gillock.  By 
voice vote - AYES: Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, Rathgeber, and 
Tanner.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Kessler (7-0-1) 

c. Appelt presented the bills list from 01/01/14 to 01/17/14.  A motion was made by 
Rathgeber to approve the bills list, second by Davidson.  By voice vote - AYES: Davidson, 
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Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: 
Kessler (7-0-1) 

IV. Attorney – Grischow 
a. Centko asked about a fine schedule for littering, he was not able to find one in our 

current code.  Grischow asked for council comments.  The council felt there is no need 
for a warning on littering offenses.  The council felt that $100 plus costs would be a 
sufficient fine.  Berola made a motion we add a fine of $100 plus costs to our existing 
Littering Ordinance under Section 18-31 of our Municipal Code, with no mandatory or 
optional warning, and that the fine be added to city’s Fine Schedule; a second by 
Rathgeber.  AYES: Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, Rathgeber, and 
Tanner.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Kessler (7-0-1) 

b. Our current ordinances limit the number of liquor licenses that can be issued by the city 
to 7 Class A Licenses.  A discussion followed with the Mayor and the Council on the 
proper number of licenses.  It was agreed upon by the council to have 20 Class A 
Licenses, 10 Class B Licenses, and 10 Class C Licenses.  Grischow will update the 
Ordinances so they can be voted upon for the next city council meeting. 

c. Grischow reviewed Ordinance 1388-14 for the ILWARN mutual aid agreement and had 
questions about how the city might be liable for expenses and indemnification.  
Grischow thought this might be a large risk to the city.  Johnson stated that the 
Ordinance is a mutual aid agreement in case there is a natural disaster that we are not 
equipped to handle.  Karhliker asked if these same issues applied to a contractor 
working on behalf of the city.  Grischow replied that the contractors insurance should 
cover it.  We should also check with the city’s insurer to make this will be covered by our 
policy.  It was determined that more information was needed; Johnson made a motion 
to table the ordinance, second by Rathgeber.  By voice vote - AYES: Davidson, Gillock, 
Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Kessler (7-
0-1) 

d. Grischow indicated we will have a closed session at the next council meeting to fulfill 
the bi-annual requirement to review closed sessions for possible release to the public 
per the Open Meetings Act.  Our next council meeting (02/03/14) will start at 6:00 PM 
and go into closed session to review the meetings.  The review will need to be a regular 
practice. 

e. Executive Session regarding Pending Litigation was already covered. 
V. Visitors 

a. Danny Rudd, Technical Operations Manager and Robert Everly, Systems Engineer for 
NewWave Communications came before the council to address the issues that Auburn 
cable customers have been experiencing lately.  Danny asked for 30 days to dig into the 
issues.  He wanted to reassure the council that customer service is very important to 
NewWave Communications.  Danny elaborated that two of the most recent outages 
were caused by a cable cut in the Taylorville area; these outages were for both internet 
and cable.  Danny asked the council to reach out to him if there are issues with the 
services that they hear about.  Rathgeber and Hemmerle stated that they are getting 
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complaints about volume on channels and tiling.  Rathgeber stated that customer 
service is big issue as well, the wait times are over 40 minutes on a regular basis and 
people are being disconnected while on with customer service reps and no one calls 
them back. 

b. Heather Murdock commented that the new city website looks good. 
VI. Department Heads 

a. Centko 
i. Requested that a committee meeting be called in mid-February to discuss new 

police cars, cameras and personnel. 
b. Karhliker 

i. Karhliker presented a quote from Craig Ladage Builders for the gutters on the 
city garage in the amount of $750.  A motion was made by Johnson to approve 
the expense of $750, second by Davidson.  By voice vote - AYES: Davidson, 
Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAYS: None.  
ABSENT: Kessler (7-0-1) 

ii. The street light installation on Clover Lane has been cared for and the new 
street light will go in as soon as weather permits. 

iii. The cost for the lighting at the Pohlod Park Pavilion will be covered by Ameren; 
we just need to set the meter. 

iv. The Vacuum Truck should be ready for pick up by 1/24/14. 
v. We have had 11 water breaks since the beginning of the year.  One of the 

breaks was under the railroad tracks at Madison Street, we will need to contact 
Dickey for the boring and the cost estimate is around $1,500.  Karhliker thanked 
the council for their support in purchasing the right equipment which has made 
the job of repairing water main breaks in the cold weather bearable. 

c. Ponsler 
i. Ponsler wanted permission to attend a Human Resources Training in Springfield 

next month.  The council was agreeable to her attending. 
ii. Ponsler presented an update on the current balances for the Professional 

Services line items 
iii. Ponsler asked to post conceal carry restricted signs for the office.  The council 

was agreeable to it being posted. 
VII. Committee Reports 

a. Administration – Berola 
i. No report. 

b. Public Works – Johnson 
i. Johnson gave an update on the committee meeting from 01/07/14.  The 

committee met with Bill Burke from United Community Bank (UCB) about the 
possibility of moving the storm sewer that runs diagonally through 3 of the 4 
lots directly west of the Save-A-Lot Plaza.  We are looking into the cost and how 
that cost might be shared. 

c. Public Utilities – Davidson 
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i. Davidson gave an update from the 01/15/14 committee meeting regarding a 
water leak at the High School Football Field/Concession stand.  The leak cause a 
large amount to be billed to the school district, the city initially removed the 
sewer portion of the bill once it was determined that no sewer usage was 
found.  After discussion by the committee they recommended charging the 
school district for the cost paid by the city for the water which would be 
$2,696.64 and that the school is charged $3,246.61 for their gas, water, and 
sewage used.  Davidson made a motion that school is charged $3,246.61 for 
their gas, water, and sewage used, second by Tanner.  AYES: Davidson, Gillock, 
Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: 
Kessler (7-0-1) 

d. Health & Safety - Gillock 
i. Gillock gave an update from the 01/21/14 committee meeting regarding snow 

parking violations and an animal at large (dog) violation.  All claimants (6) were 
ordered to pay the fine as issued.  Some claimants said they were unaware of 
the snow emergency and Gillock reminded them that it is posted on the city’s 
website, televised news outlets and the city’s call system. 

e. Health & Housing – Stamer 
i. No Report 

f. Parks – Tanner 
i. No Report 

g. Library/Technology – Hemmerle 
i. After reviewing several bids from companies that provide accounts receivables, 

payroll, and utilities systems.  The committee as a whole recommended Data 
Technologies and the product they provide.  We will need to update our 
software, computers that the software will run on and the handheld meter 
readers.  Hemmerle stated the cost would be $27,665 for the software with 
additional costs for training and travel, the travel and training cost might be 
lower because Divernon might purchasing the system as well so there might 
savings if we do the training with them.  The total cost for the software would 
be approximately $32,508.00.  The terms of payment would be 20% down with 
a 30% payment after May 1st and the remaining amount split over 4 – 5 
payments. 

1. Davidson made a motion to forgo the bidding process because we had 4 
bids from different companies for the accounts receivable software, 
second by Tanner.  AYES: Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, 
Berola, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Rathgeber and 
Kessler (6-0-2) 

2. Hemmerle made a motion to accept the software from Data 
Technologies with a current payment of 20% of the approximate 
$32,508.00 total cost; second by Davidson.  AYES: Davidson, Gillock, 
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Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, and Tanner.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: 
Kessler and Rathgeber (6-0-2) 

ii. Hemmerle stated they researched prices from Best Buy and Dell; the office 
needs 3 computers with monitors and 2 printers to work with the new software.  
The current computers will not work with the new software.  The estimate is 
$4,433.  Hemmerle made a motion to purchase the cost for 3 computers with 
monitors and 2 printers at a cost not to exceed $6,000.00; second by Davidson.  
AYES: Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, and Tanner.  NAYS: 
None.  ABSENT: Kessler and Rathgeber (6-0-2) 

iii. Hemmerle stated we do not have pricing for the handheld meter readers at this 
time but they looking into it.  Ponsler thought they would have the pricing by 
the end of the week. 

VIII. Adjournment 
a. A motion was made by Berola to adjourn the meeting at 8:48 PM, second by Davidson.  

By voice vote - AYES: Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, and Tanner.  
NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Kessler and Rathgeber (6-0-2) 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


