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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

February 3, 2014 

Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 

Present: Barb Stamer, Chris Warwick, Matt Gillock, Tom Berola, Larry Hemmerle, Clay Davidson, Rod 
Johnson, and Wayde Rathgeber.  Raylene Grischow.  Absent: John Tanner, Mark Kessler and Tom Appelt 

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker (absent), and Kristy Ponsler. 

I. Executive Session 
a. Rathgeber made a motion to enter into closed session to review previous closed session 

recordings and pending litigation, second by Gillock.  By voice vote - AYES: Gillock, 
Berola, Hemmerle, Davidson, Johnson and Rathgeber.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Kessler 
and Tanner (6-0-2) 

b. Rathgeber made a motion to enter back into open session at 6:42 PM, second by Berola.  
By voice vote - AYES: Gillock, Berola, Hemmerle, Davidson, Johnson and Rathgeber.  
NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Kessler and Tanner (6-0-2) 

c. Mayor Stamer called a recess at 6:44 PM. 
d. Mayor Stamer called the meeting back into session at 7:00 PM. 
e. After a biannual review of closed session recordings the council has approved the 

following items to be opened and released and to be placed on the destruction 
schedule: 

i. 

Date Topic Recommendation
12/7/2009 Personnel – Becky (Pisarek) Brummet to work in dispatch Open

2/1/2010 Personnel – Cleaning personnel issues Open
3/1/2010 Contract Issue – Martin Engineering Billing dispute 7.5% vs. 7.25% Open
4/5/2010 Pending Litigation – Lift Station Open

4/19/2010 Pending Litigation – Lift Station Open
6/7/2010 Pending Litigation – Larry McClelland (Jackson St & 10th St) Open
8/2/2010 Pending Litigation – Lift Station Open

10/4/2010 Right of Way Issue – Kennedy Rd Open
12/20/2010 Land Acquisition – Jodi Road Open

3/5/2012 Negotiations – Thayer Police Agreement Open
4/2/2012 Negotiations – Thayer Police Agreement Open

12/17/2012 Pending Litigation – Jeanine Menke – Chapter 13 Open
Unknown Pending Litigation – Lift Station Open  

f. A motion was made by Rathgeber to approve the release of the recordings and place 
them on the state approved destruction schedule, second by Davidson.  AYES: Gillock, 
Berola, Hemmerle, Davidson, Johnson and Rathgeber.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Kessler 
and Tanner (6-0-2) 

II. Mayor’s Comments 
a. Mayor Stamer wanted to inform the council on a correction to two events previously 

announced.  The Blue Carpet Festival Preview will be 06/13/14 & 06/14/14 and the 
Auburn Carnival will be 08/22/14 & 08/23/14. 
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b. Mary Centko has been appointed as the new treasurer for the Auburn Activities 
Committee (ACC), the former treasurer resigned. 

c. Mayor Stamer is seeking volunteers for the 2015 Sesquicentennial celebration. 
III. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 

a. Warwick presented the meeting minutes from the city council meeting on 01/21/14.  
Rathgeber made a motion to accept the meeting minutes and destroy the recorded 
copy, second by Gillock.  By voice vote - AYES: Gillock, Berola, Hemmerle, Davidson, 
Johnson and Rathgeber.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Kessler and Tanner (6-0-2) 

b. Warwick presented the bills list from 01/20/14 to 01/30/14 in Appelt’s absence.  A 
motion was made by Rathgeber to approve the bills list, second by Davidson.  By voice 
vote - AYES: Gillock, Berola, Hemmerle, Davidson, Johnson and Rathgeber.  NAYS: 
None.  ABSENT: Kessler and Tanner (6-0-2) 

c. We have been looking for volunteers to take down the football decorations; they should 
be down once the weather clears. 

IV. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 
a. No report 

V. Attorney – Grischow 
a. The Mayor asked to have the Auburn Activities Committee make it an official city 

committee, Grischow stated that it would need to be added via an ordinance, much like 
the Library Board or other city boards.  As a formal committee they would need to keep 
formal minutes and report back to the city.  There was a brief discussion on how this 
could be accomplished, the council felt this would be better discussed in a committee 
meeting and the issue was referred to the Park Committee for further discussion. 

b. Grischow presented the First Reading of Ordinance 1388-14 Amending Chapter 18, 
Article 3 Offenses Against Property Section 18-31 Littering Prohibited - Generally 

c. Grischow presented the First Reading of Ordinance 1389-14 Amending Chapter 4 - 
Alcoholic Beverages, Article 2, Licenses, Division 1 - Generally, Section 4-23 - Limitation 
Upon Number of Licenses Issued 

d. Grischow presented the First Reading of Ordinance 1390-14 regarding Illinois Water and 
Wastewater Mutual Aid and Assistance Agreement.  Johnson stated that after discussing 
the issue with TJ Henson further, the request is no longer needed.  Johnson made a 
motion to withdraw the ordinance, second by Davidson.  By voice vote - AYES: Gillock, 
Berola, Hemmerle, Davidson, Johnson and Rathgeber.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Kessler 
and Tanner (6-0-2) 

VI. Visitors 
a. No comments from the visitors 

VII. Department Heads 
a. Centko 

i. Centko presented his notes from the meeting with the Sangamon County 
Animal Control.  They will be keeping their rates the same for animals that were 
taken in from 2013 and 2014, with a slight increase in 2015.  Basically, the towns 
spoke up about the rate increases, and the County listened.  We will not be 
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charged for any animals that are kept over the 3 and 7 day intervals.  Centko 
was complimented by the council for his attention to the issue. 

ii. The county will be doing the pricing for electric aggregation for this year and we 
need to nominate a representative from the city to accept the pricing that the 
county will negotiate for all parties involved.  Davidson said he would have a 
conflict based on his employment.  Rathgeber nominated Berola to be the city’s 
representative, second by Gillock.  Davidson exited the room before roll call.  
AYES: Gillock, Berola, Hemmerle, Johnson and Rathgeber.  NAYS: None.  
ABSENT: Davidson, Kessler and Tanner (5-0-3) 

b. Karhliker 
i. Absent – No report 

c. Ponsler 
i. Ponsler has had difficult time getting a response from Forsyth Insurance when 

she has questions.  She recommended that we change agents to Dimond 
Brothers Insurance, the policies would stay the same but Dimond Brothers 
would handle our claims and questions as they arise.  The agent change would 
be for our Health Policy (Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois), Life Policy (Principal 
Financial) and our Short Term Disability Policy (Standard Insurance).  Mayor 
Stamer made a recommendation to change agents to Dimond Brothers for our 
Health, Life and Short Term Disability insurance.  Berola agreed with the 
recommendation and made a motion to change the agents from Forsyth 
Insurance to Dimond Brothers Insurance, second by Johnson.  AYES: Gillock, 
Berola, Hemmerle, Davidson, Johnson and Rathgeber.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: 
Kessler and Tanner (6-0-2) 

ii. Ponsler updated the council regarding the USDA RBEG Grant and that we would 
use one of the existing accounts to deposit the money into and we will have the 
name on the account updated to reflect the grant information. 

iii. Ponsler gave information on the updated figures for the Professional Fees to the 
council for their review. 

iv. Ponsler spoke with Data Technologies and the tentative timeline for the 
software is we would go live with the accounting software (Accounts Payable, 
Receivable and General Ledger) in March 2014, the followed by the payroll 
software and by the end of April and the beginning of May we would go live 
with the Utilities Billing software.  By the end of June we would have all items in 
place and customers could view and make payments on line. 

v. Ponsler presented the price quote from Midwest Meter for Badger Handheld 
devices.  She gave the information in Karhliker’s absence; this can be discussed 
further at the next council meeting. 

VIII. Committee Reports 
a. Administration – Berola 

i. We have received a gaming license for the bar Rocki’s (213 W Jackson St), there 
is no action needed by the council since the ordinance covering gaming took 



February 3, 2014  Page 4 of 4 

care of any approvals.  Grischow did have an issue in which the application was 
filled out, the date of birth and driver’s license information was not updated.  
Once the form is updated with the LLC’s principal, then the form would be 
complete and the application would be approved. 

b. Public Works – Johnson 
i. The Hogan Road culvert replacement plans should be completed by the end of 

the week. 
ii. We will be getting a few bids on the storm sewer move for the lots west of 

Dollar General (610 East Jackson Street) by the end of the week. 
iii. Johnson spoke to Mary Lamie and she indicated the final plans for the high 

speed rail have been submitted.  Johnson also spoke with Bob Roads about the 
crossing easements and Bob Roads indicated that the crossings will need to be 
surveyed first, so this might take a while.   

c. Public Utilities – Davidson 
i. Davidson presented an updated agreement from United Gas Alliance, the name 

is changing, no other changes are occurring.  Davidson made a motion to 
authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement updating the Gas Agreement with a 
new name, second Berola.  AYES: Gillock, Berola, Hemmerle, Davidson, 
Johnson and Rathgeber.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Kessler and Tanner (6-0-2) 

d. Health & Safety - Gillock 
i. Gillock gave a reminder that more snow is coming and citizens should abide by 

the snow parking policy. 
e. Health & Housing – Stamer 

i. No Report 
f. Parks – Tanner 

i. No Report 
g. Library/Technology – Hemmerle 

i. No Report 
IX. Adjournment 

a. A motion was made by Rathgeber to adjourn the meeting at 7:56 PM, second by Gillock.  
By voice vote - AYES: Gillock, Berola, Hemmerle, Davidson, Johnson and Rathgeber.  
NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Kessler and Tanner Rathgeber (6-0-2) 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


