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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

February 18, 2014 

Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Present: Barb Stamer, Chris Warwick, Matt Gillock, John Tanner, Larry Hemmerle, Clay Davidson, and 
Wayde Rathgeber.  Raylene Grischow.  Absent: Tom Berola, Rod Johnson, Mark Kessler and Tom Appelt 

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker, and Kristy Ponsler. 

I. Mayor’s Comments 
a. Mayor Stamer brought up changing the council meeting times to an hour earlier (6 PM) 

during spring and summer time; approximately March to November.  The council 
discussed several options and there were some concerns that the earlier time might be 
difficult for those who work in Springfield until 5 PM.  Gillock made a motion to table 
the issue because not all council members were present, second by Tanner.  Voice Vote: 
AYE: Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, and Rathgeber.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Berola, 
Johnson, and Kessler.  (5-0-3) 

II. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 
a. Warwick presented the meeting minutes from the city council meeting on 02/03/14; 

with updates (opening session minutes and correction to Dimond Brothers spelling).  
Gillock made a motion to accept the meeting minutes and destroy the recorded copy, 
second by Hemmerle.  Voice Vote: AYE: Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, and Rathgeber.  
NAY: None.  ABSENT: Berola, Johnson, and Kessler.  (5-0-3) 

b. Warwick presented the Bills List from 02/01/14 to 02/14/14 for the council’s approval.  
A motion was made by Rathgeber to approve the bills list, second by Davidson.  Voice 
Vote: AYE: Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, and Rathgeber.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Berola, 
Johnson, and Kessler.  (5-0-3) 

c. Warwick presented the Financial Statement ending 01/31/14 and the Statement of 
Income and Expenses (9 month) ending 01/31/14.  No action was taken. 

III. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 
a. Absent – No report 

IV. Attorney – Grischow 
a. Grischow presented the Second Reading of Ordinance 1388-14 Amending Chapter 18, 

Article 3 Offenses Against Property Section 18-31 Littering Prohibited – Generally.  A 
motion was mad by Rathgeber to accept Ordinance 1388-14, second by Tanner.  AYE: 
Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, and Rathgeber.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Berola, Johnson, 
and Kessler.  (5-0-3) 

b. Grischow presented the Second Reading of Ordinance 1389-14 Amending Chapter 4 - 
Alcoholic Beverages, Article 2, Licenses, Division 1 - Generally, Section 4-23 - Limitation 
Upon Number of Licenses Issued.  A motion was made by Rathgeber to adopt Ordinance 
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1389-14, second by Gillock.  AYE: Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, and Rathgeber.  NAY: 
None.  ABSENT: Berola, Johnson, and Kessler.  (5-0-3) 

c. Union Pacific has contacted Grischow about a permanent easement for the area around 
the Washington Street crossing.  It would not be advantageous for the city to grant the 
easement in case the city wants to expand the city garage, Grischow will check further 
with Alderman Johnson and have an update at the next meeting.  No action taken. 

d. Grischow requested a short Executive Session, but if no one on the council had 
questions she could announce the information since it is public record, there was no 
concern from the council.  There will be a hearing on 03/20/14 regarding the Magro’s 
litigation. 

V. Visitors 
a. Tracy Goodwin and Robert Evrly from NewWave Communications came to speak to the 

council on the improvements they have made in the last 30 days.  Tracy will be moving 
into the area shortly and will be the Technical Operations Manager.  There was an issue 
with the Wi-Fi router going in and out, to fix the problem they increased the frequency 
on the Wi-Fi routes to abate the problem and it is has been working.  The next issue was 
long wait times on the customer service line, there was an issue with the call routing in 
Central Illinois, it has been fixed and the average hold time is now 4 minutes.  They 
swept all of the cable lines to make sure they were balanced and it should have 
mitigated any system wide issues.  Robert stated that they have a new service with 
more digital channels and will offer more features to customers.  Robert stated that 
Mark Clark is the new General Manager for the area. 

VI. Department Heads 
a. Centko 

i. No Report 
b. Karhliker 

i. Karhliker presented a letter and invoice from a customer at 39 Luriel Lane, the 
customer is asking for $219.89 in reimbursement.  After investigating the issue 
further, it was realized that the water lines were installed improperly by the 
Otter Lake Water Commission before the city took over the lines.  Karhliker felt 
the city would be right to reimburse the customer.  Karhliker presented to the 
council for their review.  Davidson expressed that customers request was 
reasonable based on the circumstances and Davidson made a motion to 
reimburse Latham and Ruth Souther $219.89, second by Rathgeber.  AYE: 
Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, and Rathgeber.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Berola, 
Johnson, and Kessler.  (5-0-3) 

ii. The vacuum truck is now ready and they will be picking it up this week. 
c. Ponsler 

i. The new computers and server have been ordered and they should arrive on or 
before 03/10/14.  The training for General Ledger, Accounts Payable and Bank 
Reconciliation will be 03/18/14 through 03/20/14; Payroll training will be 
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04/16/14 through 04/18/14; and Utilities will be 05/14/14 through 05/16/14.  
Ponsler is also working with the Illinois Treasurer’s office for internet billing. 

ii. Ponsler submitted the pricing for 5 handheld meter readers, software, and 24 
test meters for the new system.  The new software will not work with the 
current handheld devices that we have.  Karhliker would like to also look into 
getting new meters once we move to the new system.  Davidson felt we should 
not replace current working meters if they are functioning properly.  Karhliker 
noted that our current water loss in the system is 17%; and the average 
recommended age of a Badger meter is 25 years.  The cost to replace all of the 
meters could exceed $125,000.00; Karhliker is still working on a grant to help 
defray the costs.  Hemmerle made a motion to approve the expense for the 
Orion CE Handheld Reading Program and 5 Orion Trimble Ranger Three 
handheld devices, second by Tanner.  AYE: Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, and 
Rathgeber.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Berola, Johnson, and Kessler.  (5-0-3) 

iii. Ponsler presented a quote from Illinois Municipal League Risk Association 
(IMLRA) for Property, Causality, Liability, and Workers Compensation coverage.  
Our renewal date for coverage is 03/05/14.  The IMLRA coverage is the same as 
we currently have and would be $22,000.00 less per year with a $500.00 
deductible, our current deductible is $1,000.00.  Davidson made a motion to 
accept the IMLRA proposal, second by Rathgeber.  AYE: Davidson, Gillock, 
Hemmerle, and Rathgeber.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Berola, Johnson, and 
Kessler.  (5-0-3) 

VII. Committee Reports 
a. Administration – Berola 

i. No Report 
b. Public Works – Johnson 

i. Warwick gave an update from Johnson; no update on the sewer line move for 
the property west of Dollar General, we are waiting on Benton & Associates for 
an update on Hogan Road.  Karhliker noted that information was in Johnson’s 
file to be reviewed. 

c. Public Utilities – Davidson 
i. No Report 

d. Health & Safety - Gillock 
i. There will be a Committee Meeting on 02/19/14 at 7:00 PM. 

e. Health & Housing – Stamer 
i. The issue has been resolved at 920 West Jefferson Street, garbage cans being 

left at the curb. 
f. Parks – Tanner 

i. There will be a Committee Meeting on 03/05/14 at 6:00 PM. 
1. Maintenance on Parks 
2. Appropriations of funds from Parks savings account 
3. Movement of funds designated for Red Bud to the Auburn Public Library 
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4. Quotes for fertilizing and spraying of baseball fields 
g. Library/Technology – Hemmerle 

i. No Report 
VIII. Adjournment 

a. A motion was made by Rathgeber to adjourn the meeting at 8:13 PM, second by 
Davidson.  By voice vote - AYE: Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, and Rathgeber.  NAY: 
None.  ABSENT: Berola, Johnson, and Kessler.  (5-0-3) 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


