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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

March 17, 2014 

Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Present: Tom Appelt, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Rod Johnson, Wayde Rathgeber, John 

Tanner, Barb Stamer, and Chris Warwick.  Absent: Clay Davidson and, Mark Kessler 

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker, and Kristy Ponsler.  City Attorney: Raylene Grischow 

I. Mayor’s Comments 

a. Vince Speranza led the council and visitors in the Pledge of Alliance.  Mr. Speranza was 

recognized by the City of Auburn for his “Knight of the Legion of Honor” which was 

bestowed by the President of the French Republic for his valorous action during World 

War II. 

b. The Auburn High School Music Boosters will be having a 5K run with street closures on 

the morning of 05/17/14; Mayor Stamer is approving the closures. 

c. Alderman Johnson will give more details about a Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon 

(RRFB) on the cross walk near Route 4 and Lincoln Street (to/from the football field). 

d. Alderman Tanner will give more details about a possible Summer Recreation Program 

for Auburn Kids. 

e. There will be a Sesquicentennial Planning Committee Meeting on 03/20/14 at 7:00 PM 

at City Hall. 

II. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 

a. Warwick presented the meeting minutes from the city council meeting on 03/03/14.  

Rathgeber made a motion to accept the meeting minutes and destroy the recorded 

copy, second by Johnson.  Voice Vote: AYE: Berola, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, 

Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Davidson and Kessler.  (6-0-2) 

b. Warwick reminded the council that their Statement of Economic Interest is due to the 

County Clerk’s office by 05/01/14. 

III. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 

a. Appelt presented the Bills List from 03/01/14 to 03/14/14 for the council’s approval.  A 

motion was made by Hemmerle to approve the bills list, second by Rathgeber.  Voice 

Vote: AYE: Berola, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  

ABSENT: Davidson and Kessler.  (6-0-2) 

b. Appelt presented the Financial Statement ending 02/28/14 and the Statement of 

Income and Expenses (10 month) ending 02/28/14.  A motion was made by Rathgeber 

to accept the Financial Statement ending 02/28/14, second by Hemmerle.  Voice Vote: 

AYE: Berola, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  

ABSENT: Davidson and Kessler.  (6-0-2) 

IV. Attorney – Grischow 
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a. Grischow presented the second reading of Ordinance 1390-14 - Ordinance approving 

Membership in the IL Municipal League Risk Management Association & Authorizing the 

Execution of an Intergovernmental Cooperation Contract.  A motion was made by 

Rathgeber to approve Ordinance 1390-14; second Johnson.  AYE: Berola, Gillock, 

Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Davidson and 

Kessler.  (6-0-2) 

b. Grischow asked if the council had reviewed Section 15-18 Raffles, Berola stated he had 

reviewed the Illinois Code and our ordinance matched most of the information in the 

Illinois Code on Raffles.  Berola felt we needed to have an updated raffle form for 

people to register their raffle. 

c. It was requested that Chapter 19 (Peddler’s Ordinance) be updated because a resident 

of Auburn was going to be selling Mary Kay door to door.  Based on the ordinance she 

would need to apply for a permit.  A discussion followed it was determined that if the 

resident was going to go door to door they would need to apply for the peddler’s 

license.  It will be discussed further at the next Administration Committee Meeting. 

d. The next court date for the Magro’s suit is this Thursday 03/20/14. 

e. No Executive Session was needed. 

V. Visitors 

a. Richard Marx the ESDA Coordinator presented the following information to the council. 

i. There is no storm shelter open to the public to someone who is outside or if 

someone lives in a mobile home.  Robin Terry offered up is business Midwest 

Classic Insurance, the building has a basement. 

ii. We are looking to start up the Storm Spotting Program.  There will be a trial 

with the Fire Department for the interim. 

iii. Richard would like to see the city move towards be a certified Storm Ready 

location.  The accreditation is through the National Weather Service.  This would 

be a 1 – 2 year process. 

b. Hugh Shown did bring voter guides to the council meeting; it is non-partisan and listed 

all of the candidates. 

i. Mr. Shown had question about the Utility Equalizer Payments.  Kristy Ponsler 

answered Mr. Shown’s question. 

c. Mr. Speranza was concerned that real history is no longer being taught in our schools, 

many men & women have died so we can keep our freedoms. 

VI. Department Heads 

a. Centko 

i. After the last meeting, a change in fingerprinting policy was implemented.  

Centko brought to the council $30.00 refund request from Sugar Creek Wine & 

Cheese Shop since their finger prints for their liquor license were completed 

electronically in Springfield.  A motion was made by Gillock approve the refund, 

second by Rathgeber.  Voice Vote: AYE: Berola, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, 

Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Davidson and Kessler.  (6-0-2) 

b. Karhliker 
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i. Working on getting the easements for the Hogan Road culvert project.  Benton 

& Associates might need Raylene’s help on the easements. 

ii. The Pohlod Park Pavilion Project should be completed before 04/07/14. 

c. Ponsler 

i. The training for system training has been delayed.  The software company is 

having issues converting the accounts, our account system is quite complex.  

General Ledger training will now be 05/07/14 to 05/09/14 and the Accounts 

Payable training will be 05/27/14 to 05/29/14. 

ii. Kristy asked that a personnel item be added to the Administrative Committee 

Meeting. 

iii. A draft copy of the budget has been distributed to the city council. 

VII. Committee Reports 

a. Administration – Berola 

i. The raffle issue was covered during the attorney’s report. 

ii. Regarding the RRFB, there was incident last week with some students that 

driver was not paying attention and there was a close call.  The RRFB would be 

in addition to the flashing lights and existing signage.  We will need to reach out 

to the state to get the updates started.  The mayor will draft a letter to Illinois 

Department of Transportation (IDOT) to get the process started.  

b. Public Works – Johnson 

i. The relocation of the storm sewer west of Dollar General was discussed in 

committee and the city engineer has come up with a cost estimate, and that 

estimate has been provided the lot owner (UCB Bank).  There is not a large 

incentive to the city to pay for the move at this time. 

ii. There has been no change to the city burn site, this would only be used during a 

storm, and damage limbs could be dropped off as directed by the city at that 

time. 

c. Public Utilities – Davidson 

i. Ponsler gave an update in Davidson’s absence; the gas rate did go up from our 

supplier based on the colder than normal winter. 

ii. A question came up about the Equalizer Rate.  Our plan is not as robust as 

Ameren’s so the amount is locked in all year long unless the rates jump 

significantly. 

d. Health & Safety - Gillock 

i. We had another ordinance citation dispute meeting; there were 6 residents 

who disputed their citation regarding the ban on parking during snow 

emergencies.  All 6 defendants could not prove why their citation should be 

dismissed so all 6 citation were upheld. 

ii. At a previous meeting Centko indicated that a 7th police officer will be needed 

do to the upcoming loss of officers.  Mayor Stamer appointed Joshua T. 

Sheppard with his pay to be determined by the police contract.  Gillock 

accepted the mayor’s appointment to hire Joshua T. Sheppard as a new police 
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officer, there was a second by Berola.  Rathgeber left the room.  AYE: Berola, 

Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: 

Rathgeber, Davidson and Kessler.  (5-0-3) 

1. Johnson asked if hiring this additional officer will help with the overtime 

pay.  Gillock said it should.  Johnson asked if we could receive overtime 

reports from the department heads starting at the next meeting. 

e. Health & Housing – Stamer 

i. A letter was sent to Twila Cline about the illegal rental property at her 

residence.  She replied with a letter stating that she will not rent it out anymore.  

Ms. Cline has received several letters from the city.  It was reported to the city 

that apartment was allegedly listed on Craigslist.com as a rental.  The council 

directed Grischow to send 30 day vacate letter to Ms. Cline 

ii. Jeff Tuxhorn was invited to the council meeting regarding the abandon trailer 

that he owns at 413 North 1st Street.  The council directed Grischow to Tuxhorn 

to remove the trailer from the property and to appear before the council. 

f. Parks – Tanner 

i. There was a request from Bev Brown to have a $5,000 donation that was made 

to the Red Bud Park fund be moved to City Library.  Tanner made a motion to 

make the transfer from the Red Bud Park Fund to the Library Budget per Bev 

Brown’s wishes, second Rathgeber.  AYE: Berola, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, 

Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Davidson and Kessler.  (6-0-2) 

ii. The school just needs to finish the soffit and fascia boards at the pavilion, 

Karhliker gave the same update earlier. 

iii. The committee is looking to replace the bleachers that are currently at 

Veteran’s Park.  They are thinking of 5 units out at the park at an approximate 

cost of $2,200 per unit. 

iv. The committee is also looking at replacing the fencing at Merritt field.  The 

outfield fencing was damaged last year by a motorist. 

v. We will be removing swing set near concession stand, the set and surround area 

is in need of repair. 

vi. We have several bids for fertilizing the fields at Veteran’s Park.  Tanner will have 

more details at the next council meeting. 

vii. It was suggested that maybe in the future a memorandum of understanding for 

different groups that use the parks on a regular basis,  for example Auburn High 

School or AYBSA. 

viii. The committee met with Vickie Hochstetler who works with the Village of 

Chatham and she helps to coordinate summer programs for kids.  The 

committee will look at the program or other alternatives in committee. 

g. Library/Technology – Hemmerle 

i. No Report 

VIII. Adjournment 
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i. A motion was made by Rathgeber to adjourn the meeting at 8:39 PM, second by 

Gillock.  .  Voice Vote: AYE: Berola, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, 

and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Davidson and Kessler.  (6-0-2) 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


