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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

April 7, 2014 

Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 6:42 PM. 

Present: Tom Appelt, Tom Berola, Clay Davidson, Larry Hemmerle, Rod Johnson, Wayde Rathgeber, John 
Tanner, Barb Stamer, and Chris Warwick.  Absent: Matt Gillock and Mark Kessler 

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker, and Kristy Ponsler.  City Attorney: Raylene Grischow 

I. Executive Session 
a. Berola made a motion to enter into closed session regarding pending litigation, second 

by Rathgeber.  Voice Vote: AYE: Berola, Davidson, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and 
Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Gillock and Kessler.  (6-0-2) 

b. Rathgeber made a motion at 6:53 PM to exit closed session, second by Davidson.  Voice 
Vote: AYE: Berola, Davidson, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  
ABSENT: Gillock and Kessler.  (6-0-2) 

II. Mayor’s Comments 
a. Mayor Stamer administered the police officer oath to newly hired officer Joshua T. 

Sheppard. 
III. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 

a. Warwick presented the meeting minutes from the city council meeting on 03/17/14.  
Rathgeber made a motion to accept the meeting minutes and destroy the recorded 
copy, second by Hemmerle.  Voice Vote: AYE: Berola, Davidson, Hemmerle, Johnson, 
Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Gillock and Kessler.  (6-0-2) 

b. Warwick reminded the council that their Statement of Economic Interest is due to the 
County Clerk’s office by 05/01/14. 

IV. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 
a. Appelt presented the Bills List from 03/15/14 to 03/31/14 for the council’s approval.  A 

motion was made by Rathgeber to approve the bills list, second by Tanner.  Voice Vote: 
AYE: Berola, Davidson, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  
ABSENT: Gillock and Kessler.  (6-0-2) 

b. Appelt presented the Financial Statement ending 03/31/14 and the Statement of 
Income and Expenses (11 month) ending 03/31/14.  A motion was made by Rathgeber 
to accept the Financial Statement ending 03/31/14, second by Hemmerle.  Voice Vote: 
AYE: Berola, Davidson, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  
ABSENT: Gillock and Kessler.  (6-0-2) 

V. Attorney – Grischow 
a. Regarding Jeff Tuxhorn - Mobile home located at 413 N. 1st Street - 

Dangerous/abandoned/unsafe structure/building.  Grischow recommended that the city 
get a Judicial Order to declare the structure unsafe and have it demolished.  Grischow 
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recommended that we continue to contact Mr. Tuxhorn during every step of the 
process. 

i. Tanner made a motion to table the issue until the next regularly scheduled 
council meeting, second by Davidson.  Voice Vote: AYE: Berola, Davidson, 
Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Gillock and 
Kessler.  (6-0-2) 

VI. Visitors 
a. Mark Pruitt from Illinois Community Choice Aggregation Network was present to give an 

update on the Electric Aggregation.  The recommendation from Mr. Pruitt was that we 
wait until Ameren announces their rate first, which will be announced the round the 
first week of May.  The second recommendation was to only take a new contract if the 
rate is at least $0.01 kWh difference to make sure we do not have savings loss like this 
year.  One issue is that there will be a short time that Auburn citizens will go to the 
Ameren default rate while they publish their new rate and if the citizens are on the 
Ameren bill for 2 billing cycles then they must stay on Ameren for the following year at 
Ameren’s default rate. 

i. Berola made motion for Grischow to update Ordinance 1365-13 to the current 
information for this year and to authorize the Mayor to enter into an agreement 
if the rate difference is at least $0.01 kWh or greater, second by Johnson.  
Davidson left the room before the vote.  Vote: AYE: Berola, Hemmerle, 
Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Gillock, Davidson, and 
Kessler.  (5-0-3) 

VII. Department Heads 
a. Centko 

i. On Saturday 04/26/14 from 10 AM to 2 PM the police department will have a 
Drug Take Back Day, citizens can drop off old prescriptions and the DEA will 
dispose of the items for us.  Centko also stated that citizens can drop off old 
prescriptions at the police station at any time for disposal. 

b. Karhliker 
i. We have the easements written up for the Hogan Road culvert project.  

Karhliker needs someone to present the homeowners with the easement and 
information around the project.  Berola and Johnson will work with the 
residents. 

ii. Karhliker and the city engineer will be driving and checking roads around 
4/10/14 to make recommendations for the yearly Motor Fuel Tax (MFT) project. 

c. Ponsler 
i. Ponsler would like to start a bad check policy for checks written to the city.  

Ponsler would like to see that only 1 times is allowed for a bad check and after 
that the resident would need to pay cash or a money order for their bill.  She 
would like to start this policy at the start of the fiscal year.  The council felt that 
2 bad checks might be more reasonable. 
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ii. Ponsler would like to move the software upgrades to the August timeframe 
once Ponsler returns from maternity leave.  The rationale is that we will not 
have to retrain anyone and with the departure of the Utility Clerk it makes sense 
to do it all at one time. 

VIII. Committee Reports 
a. Administration – Berola 

i.  Edna Dolbare submitted her resignation effective 07/01/14. 
1. A motion was made by Berola to accept the resignation of Edna Dolbare 

effective 07/01/14, second by Davidson.  Vote: AYE: Berola, Davidson, 
Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: 
Gillock and Kessler.  (6-0-2) 

ii. There will be an Administration Meeting on Wednesday 04/16/14 at 7 PM.  The 
topics to be discussed will be the budget and the filling of Edna’s position.  
Other items might be added before the meeting time. 

b. Public Works – Johnson 
i. No Report 

c. Public Utilities – Davidson 
i. No Report 

d. Health & Safety - Gillock 
i. No Report 

e. Health & Housing – Stamer 
i. Twila Cline was present regarding the issue of her garage being rented out, the 

property is zoned R-1.  The property has a furnished garage that has been used 
as an apartment in the past.  She currently has a friend and her son that are 
living in the garage but they are not paying rent.  The issue is that there are two 
families living in two different structures on the property.  To be in compliance 
no one must be living in the garage structure. 

ii. Jaclyn Musgrove came in and completed the permit for her fence. 
f. Parks – Tanner 

i. There is a shed that was dropped off by the High School Softball coach at 
Leonard Field.  Tanner is asking them to remove the shed since it is not in 
compliance with zoning. 

ii. We received several bids for the application of fertilizer and treatments for the 
fields at Veteran’s Park.  Tanner made motion for the city to accept the bid from 
Mark Milner for 3 applications at a cost of $1,983 for all 3 applications, second 
Rathgeber.  Vote: AYE: Berola, Davidson, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and 
Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Gillock and Kessler.  (6-0-2) 

iii. Tanner presented the quote from BSN Sports for 6 aluminum bleachers for the 
baseball fields at Veteran’s Park; these bleachers would replace the old wooden 
ones.  A motion was made by Tanner to accept the bid from BSN Sports for new 
bleachers at a cost not to exceed $9,000; second by Davidson.  Vote: AYE: 
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Berola, Davidson, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  
ABSENT: Gillock and Kessler.  (6-0-2) 

iv. The replacement cost for the fence around Merritt field would be approximately 
$17,000.  This is something we would need to look into next fiscal year after and 
after the baseball season. 

g. Library/Technology – Hemmerle 
i. No Report 

IX. Adjournment 
i. A motion was made by Rathgeber to adjourn the meeting at 8:36 PM, second by 

Gillock.  .  Voice Vote: AYE: Berola, Davidson, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, 
and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Gillock and Kessler.  (6-0-2) 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


