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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

April 21, 2014 

Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Present: Tom Berola, Clay Davidson, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Rod Johnson, Wayde Rathgeber, 
Barb Stamer, John Tanner, and Chris Warwick.  Absent: Tom Appelt and Mark Kessler 

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker, and Kristy Ponsler.  City Attorney: Raylene Grischow 

I. Mayor’s Comments 
a. Stamer mentioned that there have been complaints about Union Park (East Park).  The 

issue is the litter and the moved picnic benches.  Kids are also driving up on to the grass.  
Karhliker commented that they will chain up the garbage cans so they cannot be 
dumped over and they will reduce the number of picnic benches and possibly chain 
them up so they cannot be moved. 

b. Ben Ladage e-mailed about the Men’s Softball League at Veteran’s Park; it is presumed 
that he is asking for the insurance waiver not to be enforced for the league.  

II. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 
a. Warwick presented the meeting minutes from the city council meeting on 04/07/14.  

Rathgeber made a motion to accept the meeting minutes and destroy the recorded 
copy, second by Hemmerle.  Voice Vote: AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, 
Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

b. Warwick reminded the council that their Statement of Economic Interest is due to the 
County Clerk’s office by 05/01/14. 

III. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 
a. Warwick presented the Bills List from 04/01/14 to 04/21/14 for the council’s approval.  

A motion was made by Rathgeber to approve the bills list, second by Davidson.  Voice 
Vote: AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  
NAY: None.  ABSENT: Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

i. Johnson had a question about the ESDA charge on the bills list.  Centko 
explained that it was a charge for the service and replacement of the battery 
backup for the storm sirens.  Johnson was OK with Centko’s explanation. 

IV. Attorney – Grischow 
i. Grischow presented the first reading of Ordinance 1392-14, regarding Prevailing 

Wage. 
ii. Grischow presented the first reading of Ordinance 1391-14, Approving the City 

to Enter Into an Electric Aggregation if the pricing represents a 10% or more 
savings. 

iii. Grischow asked for an Executive Session at the end of the meeting regarding 
pending and ongoing litigation. 
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V. Visitors 
i. Ben Warwick was present but did not have any concerns. 

VI. Department Heads 
a. Centko 

i. Centko reported that Dawn Godsil the owner of Sugar Creek Wine & Deli 
wanted to serve liquor on the sidewalk at tables in front of her business.  The 
current ordinances do not allow for the serving of alcoholic outside an 
establishment. 

ii. The sale of liquor hours needs to be amended, when it was last passed, it reads 
that bars will need to close at 1 AM on New Year’s Eve instead of at 3 AM which 
was previously listed. 

b. Karhliker 
i. The bleachers for Veteran’s Park are in; they still need to be assembled. 

ii. The easements for the Hogan Road culvert work have been finished; they now 
need to be signed by the property owners. 

iii. The roads have been reviewed for the 2014 Motor Fuel Tax (MFT) project. 
c. Ponsler 

i. Ponsler gave an update on expenditures for the current fiscal year.  We have 
gone over in some categories but we have not reached the appropriations level 
yet in any category. 

ii. The new training dates for the new software for the city office have been set.  
General Ledger will be in August, Utilities in September, and Internet Payments 
should be ready by October.  By the end of the year we should have the whole 
project completed. 

1. Davidson had questions about the timeline for the new meter heads 
and handheld meter readers.  Karhliker stated that the meter heads and 
meter readers are in; but they have not been installed yet.  He was 
waiting until the end of summer to start installing some of the test 
meters. 

iii. The Illinois Municipal League Risk Fund (IMLRF) has visited the city twice and 
they have given their recommendations on items that need to be updated or 
removed to mitigate our risk.  One item of significant impact is the sidewalk in 
front of the Auburn Community Center. 

VII. Committee Reports 
a. Administration – Berola 

i. Berola reported from the last Administration Meeting, they will be using the 
existing list of applicants left over from the Office Manager opening we had 
previously. 

ii. Berola made motion to change the bad check policy that any debt owed to the 
city that is paid by check, after the second bad check received from a business 
or resident we will not accept a check from that business or resident, they must 
pay in cash or money order/cashier check, second by Rathgeber.  AYE: Berola, 
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Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  
ABSENT: Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

iii. The committee is reviewing the current fee structure for city services. 
iv. Ponsler has provided the preliminary budget structure for the committee to 

review. 
v. The next committee meeting will be Monday 04/28/14 at 7:00 PM. 

b. Public Works – Johnson 
i. We now have the updated easements for the Hogan Road project; we also now 

have exhibits that detail the scope of the easements.  The name of land owner 
was spelled wrong on the easement, but that information was pulled from the 
deed which also has the incorrect spelling.  This is being corrected. 

ii. The roads have been reviewed for the Motor Fuel Tax (MFT) project.  There will 
be Public Works meeting on Monday 04/28/14 at 6:45 PM. 

c. Public Utilities – Davidson 
i. No Report 

d. Health & Safety - Gillock 
i. No Report 

e. Health & Housing – Stamer 
i. There will be a letter going out on 04/22/14 to Terry Painter Jr. at 415 West 

North Street, stating that all unsightly accumulation must be removed from the 
front yard and porch.  The property will be inspected on 04/25/14 

ii. A motion was made by Gillock to direct the city attorney to get judicial order 
from the court to demolish the structure and apply a lien to the property under 
section 11-31.1 of the Illinois Municipal Code, second by Tanner.  AYE: Berola, 
Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  
ABSENT: Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

iii. Stamer mentioned that 1027 West Adams Street is still a nuisance; Grischow 
commented that we can get judicial order to have it removed as well. 

iv. A letter has been sent the owners of the church at North 6th Street and West 
Jefferson Street giving the owners 30 days to give the city their plans to remedy 
the deficient structure. 

f. Parks – Tanner 
i. The cost for the fertilizing program is less than expected and that savings has 

been passed on to AYBSA and the High School Program. 
ii. The committee is looking to charging a flat fee to the programs that use the 

park to help offset costs; this would be considered for next year. 
iii. Tanner has asked the Girls Softball Coach to have the shed removed from 

Leonard field by the end of the week 04/25/14.  Karhliker will take the letter 
instructing the removal of the shed. 

g. Library/Technology – Hemmerle 
i. No Report 

VIII. Executive Session 
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a. A motion was made by Rathgeber to enter into executive session regarding pending and 
ongoing litigation, second by Tanner.  Voice Vote: AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, 
Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

b. A motion was made by Rathgeber to exit executive session, second by Gillock.  Voice 
Vote: AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  
NAY: None.  ABSENT: Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

IX. Adjournment 
i. A motion was made by Hemmerle to adjourn the meeting at 8:24 PM, second by 

Rathgeber.  Voice Vote: AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, 
Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


