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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

May 5, 2014 

Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Present: Tom Appelt, Tom Berola, Clay Davidson, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Rod Johnson, Wayde 
Rathgeber, Barb Stamer, John Tanner, and Chris Warwick.  Absent: Mark Kessler 

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker, and Kristy Ponsler.  City Attorney: Raylene Grischow 

I. Mayor’s Comments 
a. Stamer made a recommendation to hire Tami Travous as the Utility Billing Clerk; a 

motion was made by Berola to accept the Mayor’s recommendation and to hire Tami 
Travous for the position Utility Billing Clerk at an hourly rate of $13.00, second by 
Davidson.  AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  
NAY: None.  ABSENT: Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

b. There are a group of developers that will be adding more duplexes along Clover Lane, 
extending south.  They will develop to end of the current street.  Karhliker noted that if 
the development is extended further, the developers will need to install a sanitary and 
storm sewer.  The current infrastructure will not support further development. 

c. Jim McClelland will be having a machinery auction on 05/16/14. 
d. The Patriotic Walk will be held at 9:30 AM on the morning of 05/26/14; it will start at 

the Town Square and will go south to the Auburn Cemetery. 
e. The Brownie Scout Troop 6209 will be planting flowers around the flagpole on the 

square. 
II. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 

a. Warwick presented the meeting minutes from the city council meeting on 04/21/14.  
Rathgeber made a motion to accept the meeting minutes and destroy the recorded 
copy, second by Gillock.  Voice Vote: AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, 
Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

III. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 
a. Appelt presented the Bills List from 4/01/14 to 4/30/14 for the council’s approval.  A 

motion was made by Rathgeber to approve the bills list, second by Tanner.  Voice Vote: 
AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: 
None.  ABSENT: Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

i. Johnson had a question about a charge from USSI. Karhliker noted that is from 
our natural gas provider. 

b. The Financial Report will be available at the 05/19/14 council meeting. 
IV. Attorney – Grischow 

i. Grischow presented the second reading of Ordinance 1391-14, Approving the 
City to Enter Into an Electric Aggregation if the pricing represents a 10% or more 
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savings.  A motion was made by Rathgeber to accept Ordinance 1391-14; 
second by Davidson.  AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, 
Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

ii. Grischow presented the second reading of Ordinance 1392-14, regarding 
Prevailing Wage.  A motion was made by Gillock to accept Ordinance 1392-14; 
second Rathgeber.  AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, 
Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

iii. Grischow presented the First Reading, Ordinance 1393-14 - An Ordinance 
revising the hours of sale for alcoholic beverages. 

iv. Grischow presented the First Reading, Ordinance 1394-14 - Bad 
check/Insufficient funds. 

v. Grischow asked for an Executive Session for pending and threatened litigation. 
vi. Grischow presented an update on the Pedestrian Crossing at West Jefferson 

Street, we have a contract, but none of the updates were added that the city 
requested.  The railway will set up the permanent fence, but the city would bear 
the cost of the temporary closing. 

vii. Grischow updated the council on the mobile home of Jeff Tuxhorn, the county 
will assist in the legal preceding but they will not assist with the demolition or 
removal of the mobile home. 

V. Visitors 
i. Dawn Godsil presented the layout of what she would like to do regarding the 

consumption of alcohol outside her business, Sugar Creek Wine & Deli.  
Rathgeber noted that he had a copy of the Springfield ordinance regarding the 
consumption of alcohol in an outside café setting.  The issue would be reviewed 
by the council.  An ordinance would need to be created or amended to allow 
this. 

ii. Al Crocker of 606 North 7th Street relayed an incident at his home last week and 
asked if there was some way the city could put out an announcement that they 
were looking for someone who had committed a crime but was still at large.  
The council noted that our Group Cast system could send out announcements.  
The council will look into the issue further. 

iii. Ben Ladage of the Auburn Men’s Softball League asked permission to use Trojan 
Field at Veteran’s Park for their Thursday night league.  The league starts 
06/05/14 and it runs 10 weeks.  The request was not on the agenda so it will be 
addressed at the 05/19/14 council meeting. 

iv. Terry Painter, Jr. came before the council to let the council know that he has 
cleaned up his property at 415 West North Street.  The council was concerned 
that the property will revert to its former nuisance status.  Terry indicated that 
he will keep it clean. 

VI. Department Heads 
a. Centko 
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i. Centko recommended to the council to hire Rachel Babs and Jay Winkleman as 
Part Time Dispatchers at a training rate of $9.50 per hour, $10.00 after training 
and $10.50 after their first year.  Gillock made a motion to accept Centko’s 
recommendation, second by Davidson.  AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, 
Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Kessler.  
(7-0-1) 

b. Karhliker 
i. Karhliker asked the council for permission to declare the old sewer jet surplus so 

it can be sold.  Karhliker will publish the announcement in the Auburn Citizen.  
Rathgeber made a motion to declare the sewer jet as surplus equipment and to 
be sold.  The minimum bid would need to be $1,500.00 and bids will be opened 
at the 05/19/14 council meeting, second by Johnson.  AYE: Berola, Davidson, 
Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: 
Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

ii. Karhliker presented the overtime hours for the month of April. 
iii. Karhliker has bid for the replacement of the doors at the Waste Water 

Treatment facility.  This item will be added to the next agenda item. 
iv. The bleachers have been assembled and are at all of the ball diamonds at 

Veteran’s Park. 
c. Ponsler 

i. Ponsler presented a quick overview of the Local Debt Recovery Program; it 
would allow the city to recoup debts owed to the city from residents.  We would 
not place a lien on the property; rather the funds would be taken from state 
payments to those individuals.  Ponsler will have further deals in future 
meetings. 

ii. Ponsler is looking to update the city policies so they will be clear and 
consistently applied.  She will have recommendations in the future for the 
council to review. 

iii. Ponsler is working on 2013 – 2014 budget reconciliation; she will notify the 
council when that is completed. 

iv. Ponsler is updating the budget with the $19,000 Governor’s Award that was 
given to the city. 

VII. Committee Reports 
a. Administration – Berola 

i. Berola presented that after the Administration Committee met they 
recommended the following changes to fees.  The gas tap fee costs the city 
$650.00 per tap and the water tap costs $684.00 per tap.  Berola made a motion 
that gas tap fee be raised to $300.00 and the water tap fee be raised to $500.00 
for a water tap to an existing line and $750.00 to a new line, second by 
Davidson.  AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and 
Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Kessler.  (7-0-1) 
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ii. Berola would like to go into Executive Session to discuss employee raises.  
Berola will have the employee raise amounts after executive session. 

iii. Berola complimented the department heads and council for a smooth budget 
process this year.  Berola made a motion to accept the 2014 – 2015 Budget for 
the City of Auburn, second by Tanner.  AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, 
Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Kessler.  
(7-0-1) 

b. Public Works – Johnson 
i. Johnson noted that the street closure on West Van Buren Street can be covered 

by Stamer.  Ponsler noted that the resident did not have a firm date yet. 
ii. Johnson presented the 2014 Motor Fuel Tax (MFT) Road Improvement Project.  

The recommendation is to approve the full amount of the project for 
$160,448.00.  Johnson made the recommendation to approve Resolution 60-14 
for the engineer’s estimate of $160,448.00 for the 2014 MFT Project, second by 
Davidson.  AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and 
Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

iii. Johnson has the easement plots completed for the Hogan Road project and he 
will be working on completing those later in the week. 

c. Public Utilities – Davidson 
i. No Report 

d. Health & Safety - Gillock 
i. No Report 

e. Health & Housing – Stamer 
i. Stamer has not heard back from Jeff Tuxhorn or his family.  There is now a for 

sale sign on the property from Campo Realty. 
ii. Martha Searcy was not able to make the council meeting regarding the old 

church at West Jefferson Street & North 6th Street, but she did send a letter 
outlining her plans. 

f. Parks – Tanner 
i. No Report 

g. Library/Technology – Hemmerle 
i. No Report 

VIII. Executive Session 
a. A motion was made by Hemmerle to enter into executive session regarding pending, 

ongoing litigation, and personnel, second by Tanner.  Voice Vote: AYE: Berola, 
Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: 
Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

b. A motion was made by Rathgeber to exit executive session, second by Johnson.  Voice 
Vote: AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  
NAY: None.  ABSENT: Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

IX. Committee Reports 
a. Administration – Berola 
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i. Berola made a motion that based on the recommendation of the Administration 
Committee that all non-union employees not on probation will receive a 1.5% 
pay raise effective 05/01/14, second by Rathgeber.  AYE: Berola, Davidson, 
Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  PRESENT: Gillock.  NAY: None.  
ABSENT: Kessler.  (6-1-0-1) 

X. Adjournment 
i. A motion was made by Rathgeber to adjourn the meeting at 9:25 PM, second by 

Johnson.  Voice Vote: AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, 
Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


