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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

May 19, 2014 

Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Present: Tom Appelt, Tom Berola, Clay Davidson, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Rod Johnson, Wayde 
Rathgeber, Barb Stamer, John Tanner, and Chris Warwick (7:40 PM).  Absent: Mark Kessler 

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker, and Kristy Ponsler (Absent).  City Attorney: Raylene 
Grischow 

I. Mayor’s Comments 
a. A motion was made by Berola to appoint Raylene Grischow as the temporary clerk for 

the council meeting, second by Rathgeber.  Voice Vote - AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, 
Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

b. Mayor Stamer read a prepared statement about the upcoming transitions within the 
city. 

c. Mayor Stamer made the following recommendations for the Library Board - 3 year 
terms: Lisa Talley, Janice Rothering, and Lisa Whisler; and for 1 year term: Jennifer 
Gaffney.  A motion was made by Berola to accept the Mayor’s recommendations, 
second by Davidson.  Voice Vote - AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, 
Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

d. Next week will be the patriotic walk from the square to the cemetery; the parade will 
start at 9:30 AM.  Small flags were donated by the Berola and Hewitt families. 

e. Please watch the Citizen for articles about the Blue Carpet Corridor Preview about 
Historic Route 66. 

f. Ideas for sidewalk café – Mayor presented pictures she obtained while in Gettysburg.  
She inquired if we could change the ordinance to allow sidewalk café around the square. 
Pictures show her vision of what she'd like the square to be.  Picture the square a quaint 
and historic, may attract other people to visit. 

g. Mayor Stamer noted that several locations had tall grass, those residents have been 
notified and she reminded folks that back yards need to be kept up as well. 

h. LED scrolling message sign on northwest corner of the square – some interest from the 
Friends of Auburn Parks to purchase a scrolling message sign in between the columns – 
would replace the center – Wants to make June Femme name remains on the sign.  
Replacing the sign now is quite difficult.  Wants to look into replacing the sign and who 
will be paying for it.  Still looking into payment.  Will provide more info later. 

i. Group Cast for Police alerts – Currently we have the system in place. The system is 
voluntary.  We are going to advertise for people who want to be included by telephone 
or by text.  Have to make it voluntary because some people don't like text and don't 
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want to use up cell phone minutes.  The Mayor thanked Mr. Crocker for the suggestion.  
Mr. Crocker thanked the city council as well. 

II. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 
a. Grischow presented the meeting minutes from the city council meeting on 05/05/14.  

Rathgeber made a motion to accept the meeting minutes and destroy the recorded 
copy, second by Gillock.  Voice Vote: AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, 
Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

b. There was one bid for the surplus Sewer Jet from McGuire Backhoe Company for 
$2,000.00.  A motion was by Berola to accept the $2,000.00 bid from McGuire Backhoe 
Company for the surplus Sewer Jet, second by Gillock.  Voice Vote: AYE: Berola, 
Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: 
Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

III. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 
a. Appelt presented the Bills List from 05/01/14 to 05/16/14 for the council’s approval.  A 

motion was made by Rathgeber to approve the bills list, second by Davidson.  Voice 
Vote: AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  
NAY: None.  ABSENT: Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

b. No Financial Report was presented. 
IV. Attorney – Grischow 

i. Grischow presented the First Reading, Ordinance 1395-14 – The Appropriations 
Budget for 2014-2015. 

ii. Grischow presented the Second Reading, Ordinance 1393-14 - An Ordinance 
revising the hours of sale for alcoholic beverages.  A motion was made by 
Rathgeber to approve Ordinance 1393-14, second by Gillock.  AYE: Berola, 
Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  
ABSENT: Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

iii. Grischow presented the Second Reading, Ordinance 1394-14 - Bad 
check/Insufficient funds.  A motion was made by Davidson to approve 
Ordinance 1394-14, second by Johnson. 

iv. Grischow asked for an Executive Session for pending and union negotiations. 
V. Visitors 

a. No visitor comments 
VI. Zoning Board 

a. Wayde provided report – On the 14th the Zoning Board met to discuss two petitions –
one to change zoning classification at Lots 4, 5, 6 & 7 – the empty lots to the West of 
Dollar General.  UCB presently owns the lots.  Rob Smith was proposing building storage 
units of large capacity for people with boats, RV, trailers.  He would start with one 
building on farthest East lot. The buildings would be 108 feet by 40 feet.  Each building 
would have six units.  Two of the units would be facing Clover.  The other four units 
inside.  The next building he would erect would be on farther West side.  The middle lots 
have the sewer running through and he knows if he builds on those lots he would have 
to do something with the sewer.  Needs B 3 classification.  Only one person appeared to 
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ask questions and she was concerned about the peaceful mood of area.  It was 
explained the area was already zoned a B2 area which is a storage area.  She had 
concerns about water issues and any extra run off because the farthest west side is low.  
Rob Smith realized it was low and would have to keep any run off from going to the 
neighbors.  She was also worried about an increase of traffic in the area.  Since large 
storage units the Board was not concerned about increased traffic like a smaller storage 
unit might attract.  Zoning board voted to allow change from B2 to B3.  Rathgeber left 
the room before the motion.  A motion was made by Berola to accept the Zoning Boards 
recommendation, second by Johnson.  AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, 
Johnson, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Kessler and Rathgeber.  (6-0-2) 

b. The second Zoning Board request is a request from Don Thornton for reduction of set 
back at 605 West North Street.  His mom lives there and the house to the East has a 
concrete block porch that comes out 8 feet.  Mr. Thornton would like to build an 8 foot x 
20 foot deck across the house and put a wheelchair ramp for access.  One ramp would 
go east and one would go north, and there is already a sidewalk to the north.  No one 
appeared to voice any opinions.  The Zoning Board made the recommendation to allow 
the reduction set back to allow the building of the deck and line up with adjacent 
property.  A motion was made by Rathgeber to accept Zoning Boards recommendation, 
second by Davidson.  AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, 
and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

VII. Department Heads 
a. Centko 

i. Centko had a question about Ordinance 1379-13- ordinance outdoor sale of 
liquor – it needs to be approved, the permit as the permit had never been 
approved by the Council.  Also questioned whether the time frame to apply was 
21 or 14 days.  Everyone seemed to have different time frame.  The City 
Attorney’s ordinance referenced a 21 day application but then stated the 14 day 
deadline could be waived by the liquor commission (Mayor Stamer) for good 
cause.  The liquor commissioner said the applicant had been sick and could not 
make it in to complete the application.  Nonetheless, the item was not on the 
agenda so no action could be taken on the matter.  The liquor commissioner 
waived the 21 day deadline.  No action could be taken because it was not on the 
agenda.  The council decided the ordinance need to be revised to be consistent 
with 21 day application as such time frame would encompass at least one city 
council meeting as the application has to be approved by the liquor 
commissioner and the council.  Amend the ordinance to include 21 calendar 
days and not business days as it is now written. 

b. Karhliker 
i. Karhliker presented the bid for the replacement of the doors for waste water 

treatment plant.  Price is $2,923.00 from Craig Ladage Builders.  It will keep 
water from running in; they had a drain in bottom to catch the water.  This will 
replace 2 of the doors.  Johnson made a motion to accept the bid of $3,000 
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from Craig Ladage Builders to replace the doors at the Sewer Treatment Facility, 
second by Davidson.  AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, 
Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

ii. Karhliker brought bids forth for 926 West Madison Street the tree is dead and 
1045 West Adams Street the tree is alive but badly split and the residents are 
concerned that the tree will split further and land on their home.  Karhliker 
attempted to get 2 bids but the other tree service was too busy to submit a bid.  
A motion was made Davidson to accept bid from Carter’s Tree Service to 
remove the trees at 926 West Madison ($600.00) and 1045 West Adams Street 
($1.250.00) for a total of $1,850; second Tanner.  AYE: Berola, Davidson, 
Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: 
Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

iii. Karhliker presented a bid for bed liner for the 1999 dump truck that the city 
uses for cinder disbursement.  The bed was rebuilt and the bed liner would help 
to extend the life of the rebuilt bed.  Davidson made a motion to accept the bid 
from Jerry Hemberger for $1,500.00 for the bed liner, second by Johnson. 

iv. The plans from IDOT for the Hogan Road project are in the office for review. 
v. The pavilion for Pohlod Park is completed; we are waiting on Ameren to bring in 

the electricity. 
vi. Karhliker stated that the city is working on the rewiring of the city square, and 

any issues with the electricity were corrected. 
c. Ponsler 

i. No report. 
VIII. Committee Reports 

a. Administration – Berola 
i. Berola stated that he will be calling a meeting soon, no other report. 

b. Public Works – Johnson 
i. Johnson stated that we need to vote on the final payment to KE Vas for the final 

phase of the Kennedy Road Project.  It will be added to the agenda for the next 
meeting.  The final payment is $7,500.00 

ii. Johnson is still waiting to hear back from the residents on Hogan Road to have 
them sign off on the easement. 

iii. Karhliker was asked about the closing of the pedestrian railroad crossing.  He 
said that we need to find the original letter that was sent by the railroad, then 
sign and return it.  Then we can submit for the $150,000.00 payment from the 
railroad. 

c. Public Utilities – Davidson 
i. The Electric Aggregation will default back to the Ameren rate because it is 

cheaper than what the group could come up with.  Citizens do not need to do 
anything. 

d. Health & Safety - Gillock 
i. No Report 
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e. Health & Housing – Stamer 
i. Stamer has not heard back from Jeff Tuxhorn or his family.  There is now a for 

sale sign on the property from Campo Realty. 
ii. There has been some clean up at the old church at West Jefferson Street & 

North 6th Street, they waiting on the removal of the old air conditioning unit.  
They are waiting on bids for its demolition. 

iii. Davidson noted that the old Heritage Chevrolet building has several broken 
windows and the grass is tall. 

f. Parks – Tanner 
i. Tanner asked if Grischow had received a copy of the insurance letter from Ben 

Ladage for the Men’s Softball League.  Grischow has not received the letter. 
g. Library/Technology – Hemmerle 

i. Hemmerle noted that west exit at the library is not up to code because there is 
a step at the exit and is not handicap accessible.  The concrete at the north 
entrance has shifted.  Hemmerle asked Karhliker to look at it. 

IX. Executive Session 
a. A motion was made by Davidson to enter into executive session regarding pending 

litigation and union negotiations, second by Gillock.  Voice Vote: AYE: Berola, Davidson, 
Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Kessler.  
(7-0-1) 

b. A motion was made by Rathgeber to exit executive session and come back into open 
session, second by Davidson.  Voice Vote: AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, 
Johnson, Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

X. Adjournment 
i. A motion was made by Johnson to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 PM, second by 

Rathgeber.  Voice Vote: AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, 
Rathgeber, and Tanner.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Kessler.  (7-0-1) 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


