
City of Auburn 
Council Meeting Minutes 

Monday, February 3, 2025 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Berola with the reciting of the Pledge of 
Allegiance of all present. 

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Mayor Berola, Clerk Sponsler, Treasurer Williams, Alderman 
Parrish, Alderman Garrett, Alderman Royer, Alderwoman Norris, Alderman Sheppard, Alderman 
Johnson, and Alderman Hemmerle. 

Also present were Superintendent Henson, Chief Campbell, Office Manager Travous, and Attorney 
Jarmer.   

Alderman Crissey was absent. 

Mayor’s Comments:  

Visitor’s Comments:  

City Clerk’s Report: 

Clerk Sponsler presented the January 21, 2025 minutes for review and approval. Alderman Royer made a 
motion to approve the minutes, second by Alderman Garrett.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Crissey 

Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Williams presented the bills list from January 20, 2025 to January 31, 2025. Alderman Johnson 
asked Superintendent Henson about the Sewer Phosphorus on the bills list. Superintendent Henson said it 
was for the engineering leading up to the meeting and all of the interns. Alderman Royer asked Chief 
Campbell about the Axis Software bill and he replied that it was to separate the cameras from the rest of 
the equipment on the server. Alderman Garrett made a motion to approve, second by Alderman Sheppard.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES: Garrett, Royer 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Crissey 

Treasurer Williams presented the January 2025 Cash Report. There was an account from Bank of 
Carrollton that was dormant for two years, meaning nothing had been done on the account in that time. If 
we don’t take action on the account, they will begin to subtract fees from the account. It was decided to 
close the account and bring it to Auburn. Bank of Carrollton was paying 3.1% on the account, UCB can 
pay 3.4% on the account. It was discussed investing it as a CD at 3.5%. Alderman Johnson made a motion 
to approve the January 2025 Cash Report, second by Alderman Parrish.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Crissey 

Treasurer Williams presented the Budget Report through January 31, 2025, for review only. Alderman 
Johnson Garrett asked how the meeting with CDS went. Office Manager Travous, Chief Campbell, 



Superintendent Henson, and Alderman Hemmerle were present at the meeting and said the meeting went 
well. They will meet again.   

Treasurer Williams let the council know that there are three accounts that are dormant at UCB. There is a 
Phase 2 account with $487.76, a sewer account with $58.36, and a USDA RBEG account with $17.85. 
Treasurer Williams recommended we close the accounts and put them into general. The council agreed 
that Treasurer Williams is able to make this decision without a vote from the council.  
 
There was discussion on what to do with the money that we currently have invested in CDs.  
 
Attorney’s Report: 
Attorney Jarmer presented the first reading of an Ordinance Amending Chapter 4 of the City Code 
(Alcoholic Beverages). The change is to the fines imposed in disciplinary action, and amended to specify 
the emergency closings under the liquor control act and how the procedure works.   
 
Attorney Jarmer also presented the first reading of a Resolution Approving an Intergovernmental 
Agreement with Illinois Comptroller Office (Local Debt Recovery Program). They can work with Tami 
to get the office up to speed and the Comptroller Office will help us recover some debts to the city. We 
can essentially put a lien on income like tax refunds, etc.  
 
Department Heads 
Chief Campbell: No Report 
 
Superintendent Henson: No Report 
 
Office Manager Travous: No Report 
 
Committee Reports 
Administration-Johnson: IDOT/MFT Reimbursement- This was from the Kennedy Road Project. 
Alderman Johnson asked Superintendent Henson if he had heard back, in which he had not. He will try to 
reach him again and let him know we would like to have a meeting.  
 
Public Works-Parrish:  

- On January 28th, Alderman Parrish accompanied Ricky and Chad to the excavator program in 
Springfield He appreciated Ricky’s insight on it.  

- Superintendent Henson looked at some of the added expenses with the fiber optics with locates 
and equipment, and it seems to be a problem with surrounding communities. We have had some 
initial discussions with leaders at the state level and we will see if we can recover some funds.  

- The Divernon Road Bridge construction is approaching, probably will begin the end of March. 
There will be a meeting on February 10th at 10 am with IDOT. The school district has been 
alerted due to bus routes needing changed. Tracy Sheppard at the county level has been 
instrumental in making sure notifications have been made.  

 
Public Utilities-Johnson: Alderman Johnson reminded everyone that the upcoming utility bill will be 
higher due to the PEPL reimbursement running out.   
 
Health & Safety-Sheppard: Alderman Sheppard wants to set up a committee meeting and include the 
Parks Committee also. The meeting is set for February 19 at 6 pm. This meeting is in reference to 
purchasing cameras in the park.  
Health & Housing: Mayor Berola asked Chief Campbell about the property at Kennedy and Hogan. There 
have been a lot of cars on the property. Chief Campbell spoke to the property owners, but nothing has 
moved.  
 



Parks-Hemmerle: No Report 
 
Economic Development- Royer: Alderman Royer said he is having conversations with a business that has 
some interest in coming to Auburn. He asked about incentives and if we should expand on our incentives. 
He thinks, the more incentives, the better. If anyone has ideas, please reach out to him.  
 
Building Committee- Royer: There will be a committee meeting on Thursday, February 6, 2025 at 1 pm. 
 
Other Business:  
Alderman Sheppard asked Alderman Royer about the Veterans banners. It fell flat over the holidays, but 
he will work on getting them up as the weather gets better.  
 
Adjournment: 

Alderman Royer made a motion to leave regular session at 7:45 pm, second by Alderman Parrish. A voice 
vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Crissey 

Alderman Parrish made a leave executive session at 7:55 pm, second by Alderman Sheppard. A voice 
vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Crissey 

Alderman Royer made a motion to return to regular session at 7:56 pm, second by Alderman Garrett. 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Crissey 

Alderman Parrish made a motion to adjourn at 7:56 pm, second by Alderman Royer. A voice vote was 
taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Crissey 

 


