
City of Auburn 
Council Meeting Minutes 

Monday, February 18, 2025 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Berola with the reciting of the Pledge of 
Allegiance of all present. 

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Mayor Berola, Clerk Sponsler, Treasurer Williams, Alderman 
Parrish, Alderman Garrett, Alderwoman Norris, Alderman Sheppard, Alderman Johnson, Alderman 
Crissey and Alderman Hemmerle. 

Also present were Superintendent Henson, Chief Campbell, Office Manager Travous, and Attorney 
Jarmer.   

Alderman Royer was absent. 

Mayor’s Comments:  

Mayor Berola read a proclamation dedicating February 2, 2025 as Bertha Herron Day in the City of 
Auburn due to Bertha turning 100.  

Visitor’s Comments:  

Zoning Board Actions:  

1. Jeff Moholland on East Monroe wanted to join two properties together in the past to put a 
machine shed on it. Now, he wants to separate the lots back to the original sizes as he wants to 
sell the house. The zoning board approved the variance. Treasurer Williams voted no due to 
wondering who would want to buy a house with a four foot backyard. Alderman Johnson added 
that if we agreed, it would set a precedence and we are not supposed to have a free-standing 
garage on a separate lot without a home. A motion was made to approve the variance by 
Alderman Sheppard, second by Alderman Garrett.  
 

AYES: None 
NAYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Royer 

 
2. Tony Dobson is fixing up a home at 446 N. 7th Street. They are wanting to add an attached garage 

to the south side of the residence, asking that the setback be changed to 3.5 feet, but 4.5 feet to the 
wall. The zoning board recommended that it be approved. A motion was made by Alderman 
Sheppard, second by Alderman Parrish.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Royer 

 

 

 

 

City Clerk’s Report: 



Clerk Sponsler presented the February 3, 2025 minutes for review and approval. Alderman Garrett made 
a motion to approve the minutes, second by Alderman Sheppard.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Royer 

Clerk Sponsler presented the February 3, 2025 Executive Session meeting minutes for review and 
approval. Alderman Garrett made a motion to approve the minutes, second by Alderman Sheppard.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: Crissey 
ABSENT: Royer 

Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Williams presented the bills list from February 3, 2025 through February 14, 2025. Alderman 
Garrett made a motion to approve, second by Alderman Johnson.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: Garrett 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Royer 

Treasurer Williams presented the Budget Report through February 14, 2025, for review only.  
 
Treasurer Williams presented the Video Gaming Reports for January 2025. Income was $12,278.76, 
which was $83.45 less than a year ago. YTD income is $118,917.81.  
 
Attorney’s Report: 

Attorney Jarmer presented the Second Reading  of Ordinance 1554-25, sending Chapter 4 of the City 
Code (alcoholic beverages). Alderman Johnson made a motion to pass Ordinance 1554-25, second by 
Alderman Parrish. 
 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Royer 

 Attorney Jarmer presented the second reading of Resolution 114-25, Authorizing Intergovernmental 
Agreement for Participation in Illinois Public Works Mutual Aid Network (IPWMAN). Alderman 
Johnson made a motion to pass Resolution 114-25, second by Alderman Crissey.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Royer 

 
 
 
Department Heads 
Chief Campbell: Chief Campbell would like to hire part time Officer Manser as a full time officer. He 
was approved by the state and passed the background check. He will go to academy on March 3rd for two 



weeks. Alderman Sheppard made a motion to approve the hiring of Officer Manser, second by Alderman 
Crissey.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Royer 

Chief Campbell has been working with G Works to get the time clock implemented, he was on a phone 
call about it today and it he believes it should be a good thing. They are hopeful it will be up and running 
by the summer at the latest. March 3rd is when it should really move forward.  

Superintendent Henson:  
1. Superintendent Henson will have a meeting with a rep from IML at Union Park. We don’t know 

how much to insure the park for since it has been redone, so they will walk through to help.  
2. Divernon Bridge- He received an email from the contractor, the road will still be shut down on 

Monday, but might not work for another week due to the weather. The bridge will be completed 
barricaded off and there will be staggered barricade for local traffic ahead of that. There will not 
be a detour, but we need signs up in Divernon so truck traffic from the interstate will not be able 
to turn around.  

3. CTI left Auburn due to financial restraints and did not complete their work on the northwest side 
of the city. They have submitted their request to return to Auburn. Frontier is still here, so TJ will 
try to work it slow. They probably only have 30 days of work left.  

 
Office Manager Travous: 
Bill Karhliker found a leak as he was driving by the dental office. They are asking for help on their water 
bill, which is around $1200. In the past, we have billed at our cost, but Tami wasn’t sure what we would 
want to do. Alderman Johnson and Mayor Berola both agreed that if it is an obvious leak, we always just 
charge them at cost. Tami will call them back.  
 
Committee Reports 
Administration-Johnson: Alderman Johnson said we are getting close to budget time. He thinks come 
March 1st, we should start thinking about what is needed. We probably won’t meet until the middle of 
March to go over over it and have a finalized budget by the first of May. We will make a general account 
line specifically for video gaming revenue. 
 
Public Works-Parrish: No Report  

 
Public Utilities-Johnson: No Report  
 
Health & Safety-Sheppard: Alderman Sheppard wanted to remind the committee of their meeting with the 
parks committee tomorrow at 6 pm. Alderman Garrett asked about the cable that was laid by mistake at 
the park. TJ looked into it and said we were never actually charged for laying the cable.  
 
Health & Housing:  
 
Parks-Hemmerle: Monday they should start on the work at Veterans Park which consists of new roofs on 
the dugouts and facilities and the work on Trojan Field that the school will be paying for. We only have 
about a month until practices start.  
 
Economic Development-  
 
Building Committee-  



 
Other Business:  
Mayor Berola read Alderman Royer’s resignation letter to the council. His resignation is effective 
immediately. Alderman Johnson made a motion to accept Alderman Royer’s resignation, second by 
Alderman Crissey.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Royer 

Alderman Garrett brought up a fire in a surrounding community with loss of life. He was curious if they 
had working smoke detectors and wondered if the community would be interested in purchasing some 
smoke detectors to give to community members in need. Superintendent Henson said the fire department 
used to do this and they would install them. Mayor Berola said we would look into it and there are 
probably some programs to help.  

Adjournment: 

Alderman Garrett made a motion to go into executive session at 7:48 pm, second by Alderman Sheppard. 
A voice vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Royer 

Alderman Parrish made a leave executive session at 7:52 pm, second by Alderman Sheppard. A voice 
vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Royer 

Alderwoman Norris made a motion to return to regular session at 7:52 pm, second by Alderman Crissey.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Royer 

Alderman Garrett made a motion to adjourn at 7:53 pm, second by Alderman Sheppard. A voice vote was 
taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Royer 

 


