
City of Auburn 
Council Meeting Minutes 
Monday, March 3, 2025 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Berola with the reciting of the Pledge of 
Allegiance of all present. 

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Mayor Berola, Clerk Sponsler, Treasurer Williams, Alderman 
Parrish, Alderman Garrett, Alderwoman Norris, Alderman Sheppard, Alderman Johnson, Alderman 
Crissey and Alderman Hemmerle. 

Also present were Superintendent Henson, Chief Campbell, Office Manager Travous, and Attorney 
Jarmer.   

Mayor’s Comments:  

Visitor’s Comments:  

City Clerk’s Report: 

Clerk Sponsler presented the February 18, 2025 minutes for review and approval. Alderman Garrett made 
a motion to approve the minutes, second by Alderman Parrish.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: Johnson 
ABSENT: None 

Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Williams presented the bills list from February 17, 2025 through February 28, 2025. Alderman 
Johnson made a motion to approve, second by Alderman Crissey.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: Garrett 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

Treasurer Williams presented the Budget Report through February 28, 2025, for review only.  
 
Treasurer Williams presented information for a CD at UCB. She invested $1,222,531.53 in a 6-month CD 
with a 4.5% interest rate. The maturity date is August 25, 2025.  
 
Attorney’s Report: 
Attorney Jarmer presented the Second Reading of Resolution 113-25, A Resolution Approving and 
Authorizing Intergovernmental Agreement, Illinois Office of Comptroller.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

  
 
 
Department Heads 



Chief Campbell: The 2018 black truck needs to be fixed and will cost $5-10,000. They were offered 
$13,500 for a trade in on a car and they will be able to purchase a Durango from Victory Lane for 
$29,881.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

CDS Contract- Chief Campbell and Superintendent Henson set with CDS for the contract proposal. A lot 
was discussed and they told the council that if we go to the cloud, it will cost us less than using servers 
like we currently do.  

Superintendent Henson:  
1. Purchase of F-450 Service Body Truck for Gas Department: The purchase price would be 

$93,298 at State Bid Price from Victory Lane Ford. We should be able to use money within the 
line items. This will replace a 2007 Chevy. A motion was made by Alderman Parrish, second by 
Alderman Johnson.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

2. Updates: Alderman Parrish met with CTI last week. They have found funding, so they are back to 
work. They did not finish the NW side of town. TJ is restricting them to no more than two drills. 
He hopes they will be out of town by end of April. Frontier is still in town working.  
- Divernon Road bridge was closed as of this morning.  
- He was able to connect with Ameren about the lighting at Union Park. He will get an estimate 

for us.  
- Flag Pole at Union Park: the pole bent due to high winds. The guys tried to get it out and 

broke the bucket truck. They called REI and they were able to get it out. 
 
Office Manager Travous: 
Tami is getting prices for a new copy machine. The office’s current copy machine will go to the police 
department if they aren’t getting a new one. The one at the police department will go to the garage. She 
will hopefully have prices at the next meeting.  
 
Committee Reports 
Administration-Johnson: Alderman Johnson set a committee meeting for the first FY26 Budget 
Discussion for Tuesday, March 11 at 6:30 pm.  
 
Public Works-Parrish: No Report  

 
Public Utilities-Johnson: Kennedy Road MFT Update- He hasn’t heard back from the contact at the 
DOT. 
 
Health & Safety-Sheppard: No Report 
 
Health & Housing: Mayor Berola said we were sent a notice of eviction on the house that there has been 
trouble with on North Street. Those residents are supposed to be out by March 11th.  
Alderman Garrett asked the Mayor about the outcome of the liquor license hearing that we held before the 
last meeting. Mayor Berola said they were fined $100 due to the previous ordinance because the new 
ordinance hadn’t been passed yet.   



 
 
Parks-Hemmerle: The roofs are done on the buildings at Veterans Park and the press box has been torn 
down.  
 
Economic Development-  
 
Building Committee-  
 
Other Business:  

Alderman Garrett discussed smoke detectors and having some to give out to residents. There is an 
outreach program with the State Fire Marshall. Alderman Garrett spoke about types of smoke detectors 
and costs. Garrett wondered if we should purchase a few on our own and see how much interest there is in 
the community. He would sit at the fire department to hand them out if necessary and if there was enough 
interest, he would move forward with more. Mayor Berola said he would like to coordinate with the fire 
department before purchasing on our own. 

Alderman Garrett said that Ben Royer asked about purchasing his laptop. Alderman Johnson said $100 
per year that is left on his term, so $200.  

Alderman Garrett told the council that Emmons Tree Service cut down some trees at Union Park. In the 
process, the new sidewalk was damaged. Emmons said they would reimburse whatever it costs us to 
replace it.  

Adjournment: 

Alderman Garrett made a motion to adjourn at 7:47 pm, second by Alderman Parrish. A voice vote was 
taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

 

 


