
City of Auburn 
Council Meeting Minutes 
Monday, March 17, 2025 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Berola with the reciting of the Pledge of 
Allegiance of all present. 

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Mayor Berola, Clerk Sponsler, Treasurer Williams, Alderman 
Parrish, Alderman Garrett, Alderwoman Norris, Alderman Sheppard, Alderman Johnson, and Alderman 
Crissey. Alderman Hemmerle arrived at 7:08 pm. 

Also present were Superintendent Henson, Chief Campbell, Office Manager Travous, and Attorney 
Jarmer.   

Mayor’s Comments: Mayor Berola appointed Vince Nadalini as the Ward 2 Alderman to fill the 
unexpired term. He asked for a motion to approve this appointment. Alderman Sheppard made a motion, 
second by Alderman Parrish.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle 

Clerk Sponsler swore in Vince Nadalini as Ward 2 Alderman. 

Visitor’s Comments:  

Phillip Nanni with Flock Safety joined the meeting via Zoom meeting. He presented information about 
new surveillance cameras for Union Park. We currently use Flock Safety for our license plate readers 
around the city. We already have the software within the city, so the software would not have to be 
purchased. The company will maintain them as well. The engineers would be able to look at the system 
remotely and would be able to help in most cases. If not, they would send a tech from the area to fix the 
problem. He showed live footage from Texas, explaining that the police department would have access 
from anywhere. The cost for four cameras would be $12,000 per year. There was discussion about the 
cost being high. Mike McLean was in attendance and gave his opinion on the cost based on his 
experience in the business. He told the council that he spoke with Synergy and they are interested in 
putting in another bid and it would be cheaper than the bid he previously gave the council. Alderman 
Sheppard made a motion to approve the purchase of these cameras with Flock Safety. Alderman 
Hemmerle asked why we wouldn’t wait for another bid on cameras and Alderman Sheppard withdrew his 
motion.  

Zoning Board Recommendations: Alderman Sheppard told the council that they had a meeting on 
Wednesday. Jill Waltman was in attendance requesting a variance to put a carport on the north part of her 
residence. The yard butts up to Slauterhouse and she wants to reduce it to 3.5 feet. The zoning board 
voted and recommended that the council approve it. Alderman Sheppard made a motion to approve the 
variance, second by Alderman Garrett.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Nadalini, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

 



Ron Appelt was present to discuss solar panels and fees. The council has passed an ordinance allowing 
solar panels. The council called for a permit, but the council did not set a fee cost for the permit. 
Alderman Johnson asked Ron what he thought was an appropriate amount and he said, $45 would be 
okay. Alderman Johnson suggested we round it up to $50. Attorney Jarmer will get it drafted as an 
amendment to our ordinance for first reading at the next meeting. Mr. Appelt also said that our ordinance 
states that the panels cannot exceed 25% of the roof, when this is not completely doable as most are on 
one side of the roof which is usually 50%. He thinks we need to revisit this and amend the ordinance.  

City Clerk’s Report: 

Clerk Sponsler presented the March 3, 2025 minutes for review and approval. Alderman Garrett made a 
motion to approve the minutes, second by Alderman Johnson.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: Nadalini 
ABSENT: None 

Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Williams presented the bills list from March 3, 2025 through March 14, 2025. Alderman 
Johnson made a motion to approve, second by Alderman Parrish.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: Garrett 
PRESENT: Nadalini 
ABSENT: None 

Treasurer Williams presented the February 2025 Cash Report. Alderman Johnson made a motion to 
approve cash report, second by Alderman Garrett. 
 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: Nadalini 
ABSENT: None 

Treasurer Williams presented the Budget Report through March 1, 2025, for review only.  
 
Treasurer Williams presented the February 2025 Video Gaming Reports. The month of February income 
was $11,437.43, which was $1,467.02 less than February 2024. Total revenue for FY25 is $130,355.24.  
 
Attorney’s Report: 
 
Department Heads 
Chief Campbell:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Superintendent Henson:  
1. Pay Request for Bulldog Construction- Ballfield Roof Repairs- $42,266: This is the final amount 

but there are a couple of things that are still needed like gutters for the concession stand, the 
wrong color was received so new ones were ordered, and the side trim and blocks need to be 
painted. Alderman Garrett asked if they needed to be cleaned up before paint and he said he 
would clean it up for free prior to painting. Alderman Garrett suggested holding back 20% until 
the work is completed to incentivize them to come back and finish the job. Alderman Hemmerle 
made a motion to pay $40,000 as a percentage of repairs done, withholding $2666 until the 
project is complete, second by Alderman Parrish.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Nadalini, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

 
2. Pay Request for Bulldog Construction- Trojan Field Press Box- We do not have this yet.  
3. Ameren Streetlight Options for Union Park: They would add a light fixture to the existing pole 

and add two more by the playground. Attorney Jarmer needs to draw up an ordinance.  
4. Ameren Streetlight Options for Auburn High School Parking Area: It was discussed that we 

should take this to the school since it is at the school, but they are on city property, so maybe we 
can work together.  

5. DCEO Grant and OSLAD Grant Reimbursement Update: Each company has reached out to us. 
OSLAD will be reimbursing us, and they said it is coming as “all of the boxes have been 
checked”. DCEO said they would be in touch.  

6. Alderman Garrett asked TJ and Mayor Berola about the tree at 10th and North Street. The tree is 
on city property. TJ said it was over the tree budget at this moment, but the council told him to go 
ahead with it.  
 

Office Manager Travous: 
Union Park Rental and Fees: We currently charge $50 and they get $25 back. Tami thought we should 
raise the price. Alderman Hemmerle would like to schedule a meeting with Aldermen Sheppard and 
Parrish to discuss this and flag poles. It was suggested to raise the rental price to $150 or $200. There was 
discussion about how that seems high for what is guaranteed seeing as it is a public park. The fees will 
remain the same for now until it is discussed further.  
 
Tami presented quotes on a Konica Minolta copier for the office from CDS, Tom Day, and Watts. Tami 
showed the bid from CDS. There was discussion about lease vs own outright and the costs. There were 
questions about service calls and costs. Alderman Johnson made a motion to buy the copier outright at a 
cost of $6300, second by Alderman Garrett.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Johnson, Crissey 
NAYES: Nadalini, Sheppard, Hemmerle 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

 
 
 
 
 



Committee Reports 
Administration-Johnson:  

1. Springfield Plastics Reimbursement Request in the amount of $356,912. Alderman Johnson made 
a motion, second by Alderman Garrett.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Nadalini, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

2. Committee Meeting March 11, 2025- this was the first budget meeting for FY26. They went over 
some things and the minutes are posted in Teams. He provided numbers and if accounts were in 
surplus or deficit. 

3. Melanie Rhoades is past her probationary period and he would like to remove her from that status 
and move he up in pay to $20/hour effective the date of her 6 month date. Alderman Johnson 
made a motion, second by Alderman Hemmerle.  

 
AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Nadalini, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

 
Public Works-Parrish: No Report  
 
Public Utilities-Johnson: IDOT/MFT Kennedy Road Funds- Needs to make a phone call. The numbers 
are not adding up.  
 
Health & Safety-Sheppard: No Report 
 
Health & Housing: No Report 
 
Parks-Hemmerle: No Report  
 
Economic Development-  
 
Building Committee-  
 
Other Business:  
Alderman Garrett asked the Mayor about the smoke detector conversation. The fire department can get 
the 10 year smoke detectors and even have a toolbelt put together for the fire department to install them. 
They are getting the program going again and for residents to contact the fire department if they are in 
need.   

Adjournment: 

Alderman Garrett made a motion to adjourn at 9:08 pm, second by Alderman Sheppard. A voice vote was 
taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Nadalini, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 



 
 
 


