
City of Auburn 
Council Meeting Minutes 

Monday, April 7, 2025 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Berola with the reciting of the Pledge of 
Allegiance of all present. 

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Mayor Berola, Clerk Sponsler, Treasurer Williams, Alderman 
Parrish, Alderman Garrett, Alderwoman Norris, Alderman Johnson, Alderman Crissey and Alderman 
Hemmerle. 

Also present were Superintendent Henson, Chief Campbell, Office Manager Travous, and Attorney 
Jarmer.   

Alderman Sheppard was not in attendance.  

Mayor’s Comments: Mayor Berola made some committee assignments. He asked the council for a 
motion to add Alderwoman Norris and Alderman Nadalini on the Parks Committee. Alderman Hemmerle 
made a motion, second by Alderman Parrish.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Nadalini, Norris, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Sheppard 

Mayor Berola asked the council for a motion to add Alderman Nadalini to the Public Works and Utilities 
Committees. Alderman Hemmerle made a motion, second by Alderman Johnson.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: Nadalini 
ABSENT: Sheppard 

Visitor’s Comments:  

Stefanie Ballinger from Bentons was in attendance. She presented three items for first reading. She 
presented the 2025 MFT Program, she requested approval for the Resolution for IDOT Joint Funding 
Agreement for Safe Routes to School, and a request for Authorization/Expenditure for IDOT RBI finds 
for the W. North Street Improvements Projects. These will be presented at the next meeting as a second 
reading for approval.  

Dacia Marsaglia was in attendance. She was her in January to discuss a sewer problem that she had. She 
is back to discuss the aftermath. She said she was told the city could be in touch, but was never heard 
from. Attorney Jarmer suggested a meeting be set up outside of the council meeting. Mayor Berola 
suggested setting up a meeting with him, Superintendent Henson, and Attorney Jarmer. They agreed on 
Friday morning.  

Ron Appelt was in attendance. He was here to say that he and TJ looked through the solar panel 
paperwork and thought the council needed to look it over before voting on it.  

 

 

 



City Clerk’s Report: 

Clerk Sponsler presented the March 17, 2025 minutes for review and approval. Alderman Johnson made a 
motion to approve the minutes, second by Alderman Garrett.   

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Nadalini, Norris, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Sheppard 

Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Williams presented the bills list from March 24, 2025 through April 4, 2025. Alderman 
Johnson made a motion to approve, second by Alderman Crissey.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Nadalini, Norris, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: Garrett 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Sheppard 

Treasurer Williams presented the March 2025 Cash Report. Alderman Johnson made a motion to approve 
cash report, second by Alderman Crissey. 
 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Nadalini, Norris, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Sheppard 

Treasurer Williams presented the Budget Report through April 4, 2025, for review only.  
 
Attorney’s Report: 
Attorney Jarmer presented for First Reading, Ordinance 1555-25, Amending the City Zoning Code 
Concerning Residential and Commercial Solar Panels. We will need to have a public hearing before the 
zoning board before the council votes on it at second reading. We are about a month and a half out from 
getting this passed.  
 
Attorney Jarmer presented for First Reading, Ordinance 1556-25, Implementing a Municipal Grocery 
Retailers Occupation Tax and a Municipal Grocery Service Occupation Tax. This will be the same tax, 
but will be through the municipality, not the state.  
 
Attorney Jarmer presented for First Reading, Ordinance 1557-25, Implementing a non-home Rule 
Municipal Retailers Occupation Tax and a non-home rule Municipal Service Occupation Tax.  
 
Attorney Jarmer requested an executive session at the end of the meeting to discuss pending litigation.  
 
Department Heads 
Chief Campbell: No Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Superintendent Henson:  
1. Superintendent Henson would like to move AJ Henson from the intern position to a part-time 

position effective May 1, 2025. He would move from $15/hour to $17/hour. Mayor Berola said 
there have been a lot of hours of training and learning our machines, so it would be a waste to 
lose him as an employee. Alderman Garrett made a motion to approve the move, second by 
Alderman Parrish.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Nadalini, Norris, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Sheppard 

2. Superintendent Henson spoke to Darren Root at the Auburn School district, and they would like 
to work together on an accredited program to allow a HS sophomore to apply to work at the city 
beginning their junior year through senior year.  
 

3. Pay Request for Bulldog Construction for Trojan Field Press Box. The city will write the check 
for the press box and the school district will reimburse. The amount is $37,500. Alderman 
Hemmerle made a motion to approve the pay request, second by Alderman Parrish.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Nadalini, Norris, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Sheppard 

4. A second motion was made to pay the bill to Bulldog Construction for the concession stand gutter 
in the amount of $766. Alderman Hemmerle made this motion, second by Alderwoman Norris.  

 
AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Nadalini, Norris, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Sheppard 

Office Manager Travous: 
Office Manager Travous got price quotes from C&S Services for a new envelope drop box, drawer 
system and speaker system. Alderman Johnson made a motion to approve with the price not to exceed 
$10,000, second made by Alderman Hemmerle.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Nadalini, Norris, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Sheppard 

Committee Reports 
Administration-Johnson:  
Alderman Johnson would like to set up a FY26 Budget Meeting on Wednesday, April 16, 2025 at 6:30 
pm. 
 
Public Works-Parrish: 
Alderman Parrish would like to set a committee meeting for May 7th at 6:00 pm to discuss the new sewer 
project.  
 



Public Utilities-Johnson: IDOT/MFT Kennedy Road Project- Alderman Johnson said thank you to Tami, 
TJ, Melanie, and Lori for their extensive search through our records to find invoices dating back to this 
project from 2012. We still might owe $60,000 to our MFT fund.   
 
Health & Safety-Sheppard: No Report 
 
Health & Housing: No Report 
 
Parks-Hemmerle:  

1. There was a Parks Committee Meeting on March 21st at Union Park.  
a. They discussed the rental fee and settled on $100 with a $25 deposit returned. Out of 

town individuals would pay $125, with $25 returned. This includes exclusive use of the 
pavilion and cook shack. We need to find a way to post the calendar to residents can see 
if it will be in use.  

b. The Flock Camera system said they will install cameras and give us a 60 day trial pilot 
program and we are under no obligation.  

c. We are soliciting bids from Synergy and AmeriCall.  
d. Ameren will be adding poles and we looked at adding one more on the south side to 

ensure the playground is well-lit.  
e. We have a bid from Monarch to plant some trees in the park.  

 
Economic Development-  
 
Building Committee-  
 
Other Business:  
Adjournment: 

Alderman Parrish made a motion to go into executive session at 8:28 pm, second by Alderman Garrett. A 
voice vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Nadalini, Norris, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Sheppard 

Alderman Garrett made a motion to leave executive session at 8:46 pm, second by Alderman Parrish. A 
voice vote was taken.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Nadalini, Norris, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Sheppard 

Alderman Garrett made a motion to go into executive session at 8:48 pm, second by Alderman Johnson to 
discuss pending litigation. A voice vote was taken. 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Nadalini, Norris, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Sheppard 



Alderman Parrish made a motion to leave executive session at 8:54 pm, second by Alderman Crissey. A 
voice vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Nadalini, Norris, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Sheppard 

Alderman Garrett me a motion to adjourn at 8:57 pm, second by Alderman Parrish. A voice vote was 
taken. 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Nadalini, Norris, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Sheppard 

 

 

 
 
 
 


