
City of Auburn 

Council Meeting Minutes 

Monday, April 20, 2026 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Berola with the reciting of the Pledge of 

Allegiance of all present. 

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Mayor Berola, Clerk Sponsler, Treasurer Johnson, 

Alderman Parrish, Alderman Anders, Alderwoman Norris, Alderwoman Williams, Alderman 

Centko and Alderman Hemmerle. 

Also present were Attorney Jarmer, Chief Kirchner, and Office Manager Travous. 

Mayor’s Comments: Mayor Berola told the council that Alderman Nadalini is out of state on 

business. He asked for a motion to allow Alderman Nadalini to attend the meeting via phone 

class. Alderman Hemmerle made a motion, second by Alderman Parrish.  

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Norris, Williams, Centko, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Nadalini, Sheppard 

Alderman Nadalini joined the meeting via phone call at 7:03 pm. 

Visitors’ Comments: Deb Parrish was in attendance to discuss the burn ban. She also discussed 

an issue with her driveway. It was determined that a new drain needs to be put in.  

City Clerk’s Report: 

Clerk Sponsler presented the April 6, 2026 meeting minutes for review and approval. Alderman 

Norris made a motion to approve the minutes, second by Alderman Centko. 

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Williams, Centko, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Sheppard 

Treasurer’s Report: 
Treasurer Johnson presented the Bills List from April 7, 2026 through April 20, 2026 for review 

and approval. Alderman Anders made a motion to approve, second by Alderwoman Norris.  

 

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Norris, Williams, Centko, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: Nadalini 

ABSENT: Sheppard 

Treasurer Johnson presented the Budget Report from April 7, 2026 through April 20, 2026 for 

review only. 

 



Treasurer Johnson presented the Cash Report for March 2026. Alderman Parrish made a motion, 

second by Alderman Centko.  

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Norris, Williams, Centko, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: Nadalini 

ABSENT: Sheppard 

Treasurer Johnson went over the March 2026 Video Gaming Report. March 2026 revenue was 

$15,333.88 which is $337.13 less than last year. FY26 total is $143,183.13. 

Treasurer Johnson presented an invoice from Springfield Plastics in the amount of $132,653.00 

for the Auburn Annexation Agreement. Alderman Hemmerle made the motion, second by 

Alderwoman Williams.  

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Williams, Centko, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Sheppard 

Attorney’s Report:  

Attorney Jarmer presented the second reading of Ordinance 1570-26 Amending City Utility 

Code, Water Rate Increase. Alderman Nadalini made the motion, second by Alderwoman Norris.  

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Williams, Centko, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Sheppard 

Attorney Jarmer presented A Key Fob Agreement for City Employees and Elected Officials. 

Alderman Centko made the motion, second by Alderwoman Williams.  

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Williams, Centko, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Sheppard 

Department Heads: 

Chief Kirchner:  

Chief Kirchner brought up MDPV and Kratom (bath salt drugs) being sold in Auburn. Attorney 

Jarmer will draft an ordinance to ban the sales of these products, and we will pass an emergency 

reading at the next meeting. 

Chief also asked about the process for hiring new officers both full and part time.  

 

Superintendent Henson: Not in attendance. 

 

Office Manager Travous:  

She would like to add Melanie Rhoades as the authorizing agent for IMRF and remove TJ 

Henson. She will be able to have an in-house training. This will be done in two readings. 



Committee Reports: 

 

Administration-Parrish: An executive session was held at the end of the meeting to discuss non-

union pay for the upcoming budget year. After the executive session, council came back to 

regular session to vote. These are effective May 1, 2026. 

Department Heads- 3% raise; a motion was made by Alderman Parrish, second by Alderwoman 

Williams.  

 

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Williams, Centko, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Sheppard 

Melanie Rhoades- increase to $25/hour; a motion was made by Alderman Parrish, second by 

Alderman Nadalini 

 

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Williams, Centko, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Sheppard 

Julie Barnhill- increase to $24/hour in lieu of her probation increase; a motion was made by 

Alderman Parrish, second by Alderman Hemmerle 

 

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Williams, Centko, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Sheppard 

Part time employees- $1/hour raise; a motion was made by Alderman Parrish, second by 

Alderman Anders 

 

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Williams, Centko, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Sheppard 

 

Public Works-Parrish: He met with TJ at the garage and reported that the equipment in the 

garage is looking good.  

 

Public Utilities-Nadalini: Alderman Nadalini thanked the council for their support of the rate 

increase; he knows that no one actually wants to do it, but it is something that needs to be done. 

 

Health & Safety-Sheppard:  

 



Health & Housing- 37 Antoinette has a pool in the backyard that is not only in violation of a 

number of ordinances, but is also holding black water and breeding bugs and frogs that are 

causing a nuisance. We are working on drafting a letter to the property owners.  

 

Parks-Hemmerle: No Report 

 

Economic Development-  

 

Building Committee-  

 

Other Business:  

 

Adjournment: 

Alderman Hemmerle made a motion to go into executive session, second by Alderman Parrish at 

8:04 pm. A voice vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Williams, Centko, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Sheppard 

Alderman Parrish made a motion to adjourn from executive session at 8:41 pm, second by 

Alderman Anders. A voice vote was taken. 

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Williams, Centko, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Sheppard 

Alderman Nadalini made a motion to adjourn from regular session at 7:35 pm, second by 

Alderwoman Williams. A voice vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Williams, Centko, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Sheppard 

 
 
 


