City of Auburn
Council Meeting Minutes
Monday, April 21, 2025

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Berola with the reciting of the Pledge of
Allegiance of all present.

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Mayor Berola, Clerk Sponsler, Treasurer Williams, Alderman
Nadalini, Alderman Sheppard, Alderman Johnson, and Alderman Crissey.

Also present were Chief Campbell and Attorney Jarmer.

Alderman Parrish, Alderman Garrett, Alderwoman Norris, Alderman Hemmerele, Superintendent
Henson, and Office Manager Travous were absent.

Mayor’s Comments: Mayor Berola announced that Kurt Powell resigned from the Zoning Committee
effective immediately. Alderman Nadalini made a motion, second by Alderman Sheppard.

AYES: Nadalini, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Hemmerele

Mayor Berola reminded everyone in attendance that there would be two meetings on the next meeting
date due to the newly elected officials being sworn in. The first meeting will consist of old business and
the second meeting will a short meeting with new council being sworn in and any new business.

Visitor’s Comments:

Mike McLean was in attendance to present information about security cameras at Union Park. He set up
cameras to show the council real time footage from our park, There will be real notifications for human
movements and two way audio with the cameras. Once approved and the install is complete, that is the
date when the warranty would start. The cost would be $24,900 and we would own the equipment.
Alderman Sheppard asked for a detailed bid.

Stefanie Ballinger from Bentons was in attendance. She presented three items for second reading. First
she presented the Review and Approval of the 2025 MFT Program in the amount of $180,000. Alderman
Johnson made a motion, second by Alderman Sheppard.

AYES: Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey

NAYES: None

PRESENT: Nadalini

ABSENT: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Hemmerele

The second item Stefanie Ballenger presented was the Discussion and Consideration for Approval of
Resolution 116-25 for IDOT Joint Funding Agreement for Safe Routes to School in the amount of
$250,000. Alderman Johnson made a motion, second by Alderman Crissey.

AYES: Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey

NAYES: None

PRESENT: Nadalini

ABSENT: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Hemmerele



The third item from Stefanie was the Resolution 117-25, A Request for Authorization/Expenditure for
IDOT RBI Funds for the W. North Project Street Improvements Project up to $400,000.

AYES: Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey

NAYES: None

PRESENT: Nadalini

ABSENT: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Hemmerele

Dawna Edie with the Auburn Activities Committee was in attendance to discuss their upcoming event.
They have secured a carnival with rides and games. This will take the place of Last Call Before Fall and
will take place on the third weekend in June. They would like to have it at Union Park. Mayor Berola said
the city beefed up the power supply at the square to host things like this there. Dawna said the carnival
company, Conner Amusements brings their own power supply, so that shouldn’t be a problem. Dawna is
concerned with the water supply for the food trucks and such since it is the old well and there is a two
way connector on it. Mayor Berola asked that it be moved to the square.

Brandi Brown was in attendance to discuss the property at 416 North Street. The previous tenants were
evicted on Friday and Brandi now owns the property. There is still garbage and junk that she has to
remove. Some of the copper is gone and there are holes in the walls. She had to pay the City of Auburn
bill in order to purchase the property.

Mandi Alavazarez at 201 Redbud Lane was in attendance to discuss the fiber optic companies. They have
trespassed on their property and placed equipment on their property even after being told that it is on their
property and was asked to leave. Mayor Berola told her to call the police when it happens again.

City Clerk’s Report:

Clerk Sponsler presented the April 7, 2025 minutes for review and approval. Alderman Johnson made a
motion to approve the minutes, second by Alderman Crissey.

AYES: Nadalini, Johnson, Crissey

NAYES: None

PRESENT: Sheppard

ABSENT: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Hemmerele

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Williams presented the bills list from April 7, 2025 through April 18, 2025. Alderman Johnson
made a motion to approve, second by Alderman Crissey.

AYES: Nadalini, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Hemmerele

Treasurer Williams presented the Budget Report through April 18, 2025, for review only.

Treasurer Williams presented the Video Gaming Reports for March 2025. The year to date income is
$15,671.01 which was $1307.83 less than a year ago. The FY income is $146,026.25.



Attorney’s Report:

Attorney Jarmer presented for Second Reading, Ordinance 1556-25, Implementing a Municipal Grocery
Retailers Occupation Tax and a Municipal Grocery Service Occupation Tax. Alderman Johnson made a
motion, second by Alderman Sheppard.

AYES: Nadalini, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Hemmerele

Attorney Jarmer presented for First Reading, Ordinance 15571558-25, Amending City Code, Public Park
Rules, Regulations, and Reservation and Use Fees.

Attorney Jarmer presented for first reading, Resolution 115-25, Streetlights on Madison Street.
Department Heads

Chief Campbell: The new black car has letters on it. He is working on things with the new tasers, we will
get a bill for it, but it will get reimbursed. He put out an ad for hiring new police officers.

Superintendent Henson: Not in attendance.

Office Manager Travous: Not in attendance.

Committee Reports

Administration-Johnson:

Alderman Johnson said there was a committee meeting regarding FY26 budget. All accounts will see a
positive increase except for sewer. Alderman Sheppard asked if we could put the gaming revenue in the
budget as separate line items that shows where that money will be going. Alderman Johnson said yes, that
it would be broken into percentages.

Public Works-Parrish: Not in attendance.

Public Utilities-Johnson: Jamie is supposed to be in touch to tell us about EPA requirements, discussion
on costs, and how to generate revenue to pay for the sewer project.

Health & Safety-Sheppard: No Report

Health & Housing: No Report

Parks-Hemmerle:

Purchase trees and rock for the parks- this will be moved to the next meeting as Alderman Hemmerle was
not in attendance.

Economic Development-

Building Committee-

Other Business:



Adjournment:

Alderman Johnson made a motion to adjourn at 7:57 pm, second by Alderman Crissey. A voice vote was
taken.

AYES: Nadalini, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Hemmerele



