
City of Auburn 
Council Meeting Minutes 

Monday, May 5, 2025 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Berola with the reciting of the Pledge of 
Allegiance of all present. 

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Mayor Berola, Clerk Sponsler, Treasurer Williams, Alderman 
Parrish, Alderman Garrett, Alderman Nadalini, Alderman Sheppard, Alderman Johnson, Alderman 
Crissey, and Alderman Hemmerle. 

Also present were Superintendent Henson, Chief Campbell, Office Manager Travous and Attorney 
Jarmer.   

Alderwoman Norris was absent.  

Mayor’s Comments:   

Visitor’s Comments:  

Merlin Schinzler was in attendance to discuss a zoning situation. He would like to get a variance to 
extend the easement to the south so he can put in a carport. He was told he would need to vacate the alley 
instead of the variance request. Superintendent Henson told him that there are cable/internet lines buried 
in the alley and they would not be able to vacate the alley. Mr. Schinzler is upset about this because the 
variance cost is $300, but it costs nothing to vacate the alley. He feels that since it happened on the north 
side of his property at no cost in the past, why does he have to pay for it this time. The variance was 
approved by the zoning board, but he doesn’t think he should pay the $300 fee. After looking at the 
maps/GIS maps, there is an alley there and it cannot be vacated. He will need to pay the $300 variance 
fee.  

Mike McLean was in attendance again to go over the security cameras at the park. Through DCM 
Security, the cost would be $24,900. Alderman Hemmerle made a motion to purchase the security 
cameras, second by Alderman Sheppard.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Nadalini, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: Johnson 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Norris 

Jamie Headen from Benton and Associates was in attendance for Stephanie Ballinger. He presented an 
Award of Contract to K.E. Vas for W. North Street improvements. $394,897.50 which will be funded by 
the traditional MFT program and RBI Money. Bentons recommends we award it to K.E. Vas. Alderman 
Johnson made a motion to award this contract to K.E. Vas, second by Alderman Parrish.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Nadalini, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Norris 

Mr. Headen also presented the First Reading of a Resolution for Improvement Under the Illinois Highway 
Code for MFT Funds to be Used for Construction Engineering Services for the W. North Street 
Improvement Project in the amount of $40,000.  

There was discussion about the needs for the new water treatment plant.  



City Clerk’s Report: 

Clerk Sponsler presented the April 21, 2025 minutes for review and approval. Alderman Johnson made a 
motion to approve the minutes, second by Alderman Nadalini.   

AYES: Garrett, Nadalini, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: Parrish 
ABSENT: Norris 

Clerk Sponsler asked the council to send herself and deputy clerk, Tami Travous to the Back to Basics 
Seminar in Peoria, IL on June 12th and 13th. The cost is $75 per person and a hotel room would cost $164. 
Alderman Johnson made a motion to send both Clerk Sponsler and Deputy Clerk Travous to the seminar 
and pay for all fees, not to exceed $500. Alderman Crissey seconded the motion.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Nadalini, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Norris 

Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Williams presented the bills list from April 21, 2025 through May 2, 2025. Alderman Johnson 
made a motion to approve, second by Alderman Crissey.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Nadalini, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: Garrett 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Norris 

Treasurer Williams presented the April 2025 Cash Report. Alderman Johnson made a motion to approve 
the April 2025 Cash Report, second by Alderman Parrish.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Nadalini, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Norris 

Treasurer Williams also presented the Budget Report through May 2, 2025 for review only.  

Treasurer Williams thanked the Mayor and the Council for appointing her to the Treasurer Position.  

 
Attorney’s Report: 
 
Department Heads 
Chief Campbell: Chief Campbell presented Superintendent Henson and John Edie with certificates of 
Meritorious Conduct for their help in Chatham after the tragic accident at the YNOT after school facility. 
They brough barricades and cones and helped close roads and they stayed until 9 pm helping. He also 
presented certificates of Meritorious Conduct to police officer Drake Manser for coming to work while 
everyone else was in Chatham, and to Officers Morgan and Pierce for helping in Chatham. Mayor Berola 
echoed what was said. He said it shows the kind of employees that we have in all departments of our city.  
 
Chief Campbell said there is a property at 315 N. Iris that has been flagged for violation of our city 
ordinance. There is a pool in the backyard with algae and weeds that are about 4 feet tall. They had 



cleaned up the garbage at this time. They are not declaring it a nuisance yet as they are taking care of the 
continuous nuisance problems.  
 
Superintendent Henson: No Report 
 
Office Manager Travous: No Report 
 
Committee Reports 
Administration-Johnson:  
Alderman Johnson told the council that the draft budget would be ready by the next meeting.   
 
Public Works-Parrish: No Report  
 
Public Utilities-Johnson: No Report 
 
Health & Safety-Sheppard: No Report 
 
Health & Housing: No Report 
 
Parks-Hemmerle:  
Alderman Hemmerle presented a bid from Lewis Electric to replace two disconnects that turn on the 
lights and replace the circuit box at the ball fields in the amount of $9400. This was tabled until further 
notice.  
 
Alderman Hemmerle presented a bid to purchase trees from Monarch in the amount of $3089.32. 
Alderman Johnson made a motion to approve the purchase, second by Alderman Sheppard.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Nadalini, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: Johnson 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Norris 

Economic Development-  
 
Building Committee-  
 
Other Business:  
Alderman Garrett read a statement regarding his time as Alderman.  

Mayor Berola presented plaques to Alderman Garrett, Alderman Johnson, and Treasurer Williams for 
their time as Aldermen/Treasurer.  

Adjournment: 

Alderman Parrish made a motion to adjourn at 8:15 pm, second by Alderman Sheppard. A voice vote was 
taken. 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Nadalini, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Norris 

 



Meeting #2 

The meeting was called to order at 8:16 PM by Mayor Berola  

Deputy Clerk Travous swore in Clerk Sponsler.  

Clerk Sponsler swore in the new Alderpersons, Nick Anders, Penny Williams, Dan Parrish, and Scott 
Sheppard.  

Clerk Sponsler swore in Treasurer Rod Johnson and Mayor Tom Berola.  

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Mayor Berola, Clerk Sponsler, Treasurer Johnson, Alderman 
Parrish, Alderman Anders, Alderman Nadalini, Alderman Sheppard, Alderwoman Norris, Alderman 
Crissey, and Alderman Hemmerle. 

Also present were Superintendent Henson, Chief Campbell, Office Manager Travous and Attorney 
Jarmer.   

Alderwoman Norris was absent.  

Mayor’s Comments:   

Mayor Berola was approached by Adam Neighbors to be appointed to the Zoning Committee. Alderman 
Sheppard made a motion to approve appointing Mr. Neighbors to the Zoning Committee, second by 
Alderman Nadalini. 

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Sheppard, Williams, Hemmerle 
NAYES: Crissey  
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Norris 

Visitor’s Comments:  

City Clerk’s Report: 

Treasurer’s Report 
 
Attorney’s Report: 
Attorney Jarmer presented the second reading of Ordinance 1558-25, Amending City Parks Code, Rules, 
and Regulations, Reservations and Use Fees. Alderman Hemmerle made a motion, second by Alderman 
Sheppard.  

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Sheppard, Williams, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Norris 

Attorney Jarmer presented the second reading of Resolution 115-25, Three Streetlights on Madison Street 
at Union Park. Alderman Hemmerle made a motion, second by Alderman Parrish.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Sheppard, Williams, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Norris 

Department Heads 
Chief Campbell: No Report 



 
Superintendent Henson: No Report 
 
Office Manager Travous: No Report 
 
Committee Reports 
Administration- 
 
Public Works-Parrish: No Report  
 
Public Utilities- 
 
Health & Safety-Sheppard: No Report 
 
Health & Housing: No Report 
 
Parks-Hemmerle: No Report 
 
Economic Development-  
 
Building Committee-  
 
Other Business:  
 

Adjournment: 

Alderman Parrish made a motion to adjourn at 8:27 pm, second by Alderman Sheppard. A voice vote was 
taken. 

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Sheppard, Williams, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Norris 

 


