
City of Auburn 

Council Meeting Minutes 

Monday, May 6, 2024 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Berola with the reciting of the Pledge of 

Allegiance of all present. 

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Mayor Berola, Clerk Sponsler, Treasurer Williams, Alderman 

Parrish, Alderman Garrett, Alderman Royer, Alderman Sheppard, and Alderman Johnson. Alderman 

Hemmerle arrived at 7:08 pm. 

Also present were Superintendent Henson, Chief Campbell and Attorney Jarmer. 

Alderman Crissey and Office Manager Rathgeber were absent.  

Mayor’s Comments:  

Mayor Berola told the council that the Route 66 mural will begin Memorial Day weekend. Mayor Berola 

showed the council a picture of what it will look like.  

 

Visitor’s Comments:  

Brandi Brown was in attendance and asked about the house on North Street. Chief said that they were 

almost where they need to be, but Mayor Berola said there is still some work to be done. There was a 

dumpster on the property and they were in the process of cleaning it up. Fines have started accruing, she 

was curious when utilities would be shut off. There was a lot of discussion about the proper steps and 

what can be done.  

City Clerk’s Report: 
Clerk Sponsler presented the April 15, 2024 meeting minutes for review and approval. Alderman Royer 

made a motion to approve the April 15, 2024 minutes, second by Alderman Marquis. 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Crissey 

Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Williams presented the bills list from April 15, 2024 through May 3, 2024. A motion was made 

to approve the bills list by Alderman Marquis, second by Alderman Parrish.  

 

AYES: Parrish, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  Garrett, Royer 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Crissey 

Treasurer Williams presented the April 2024 Cash Report for review and approval. A motion was made 

by Alderman Royer, second by Alderman Marquis.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Crissey 

 



Treasurer Williams presented the Budget Report through May 3, 2024 for review only.  

Treasurer Williams told the council that our CDs will mature on May 24th and we will have 10 days to 

make a decision.  

Attorney’s Report: 

Attorney Jarmer presented the first reading of Ordinance 1545-24, an Ordinance Awarding RFQ, design-

build RFP, Municipal Building Project.  

 

Attorney Jarmer presented the first reading of Ordinance 1546-24, An Ordinance Approving the Purchase 

of Real Property from Auburn Community Unit School District #10.  

 

Attorney Jarmer presented the First Reading of Resolution 106-24, A Resolution Approving Settlement 

Agreement.  

 

Attorney Jarmer presented the first reading of Resolution 107-24, A Resolution Approving a Tentative 

Collective Bargaining Agreement, City Police Department.  

 

Department Heads 
Chief Campbell:  
Tate Martin has graduated. 

 

Superintendent Henson: 

Superintendent Henson would like to purchase a new Kubota LX26 Belly Mower with trade-in for 

$23,050.00. Alderman Johnson asked if it could wait until the next meeting.  

 

Superintendent Henson told the council that the clean-up weekend between the city and the township was 

very successful as the dumpsters were full. Alderman Parrish said what he saw over the three days was 

good government. He got good feedback and he commended the guys for their work.  

 

Superintendent Henson said MFT needs a couple of changes and he should have it next meeting.  

 

There will be a cookout for the police and the public works department to get together on May 14th.  

 

Office Manager Rathgeber: 

Not in attendance.   

 

Committee Reports 
 
Administration-Johnson: There was an admin committee meeting on April 18th. Alderman Johnson went 

over the details of the FY25 Budget. He would like to schedule another Admin meeting for May 15th at 

6:30 pm.  

 

Public Works-Parrish: No report. 
 

Public Utilities-Johnson: Once the budget is taken care of, he wants to schedule a public utility meeting 

to discuss billing rates.  
 

Health & Safety-Marquis: No Report 

 



Health & Housing: Mayor Berola said the phones have been ringing nonstop about the letters that went 

out about mowing/weeds.   

 

Parks-Hemmerle:  

1. There was a Park Meeting on April 30th. They are on schedule, and they plan to start sandblasting 

and painting on the 15th. In the next 30 days they plan to have poles for lights set and mounted, 

pathways laid out, brick work on building, and start on the inside of the building.  

2. The changed order and phase two of the work was discussed. They are verifying that they 

playground surface is what we asked for, it will be an additional change order, but we don’t have 

all of the pricing yet. They talked about the parking setup, the courts will be resurfaced, and there 

will be ground level lighting around the walking path.  

3. Park Monthly Pay Order: Greg from Bentons went over the pay order request. The council needs 

to pay O’Shea Builders $100,442.61. A motion was by Alderman Hemmerle to approve this 

payment, second by Alderman Sheppard.  

 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Crissey 

Economic Development- 

 
Building Committee- 

 

Other Business:  

Executive Session to discuss Personnel 

 

Adjournment: 

Alderman Garrett made a motion to go into executive session at 8:27 pm, second by Alderman Parrish.   

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Crissey 

Alderman Johnson made a motion to adjourn executive session at 9:02 pm, second by Alderman Parrish. 

A voice vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Crissey 

Alderman Marquis made a motion to go back into executive session at 9:05 pm, second by Alderman 

Garrett.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Crissey, Sheppard 

Alderman Royer made a motion to adjourn out of executive session at 9:48 pm, second by Alderman 

Marquis. A voice vote was taken.  



AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Crissey, Sheppard 

Alderman Royer made a motion to come back to regular session at 8:35 pm, second by Alderman Parrish. 

A voice vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Crissey, Marquis 

A motion to adjourn to regular session was made by Alderman Garrett at 8:36 pm, second by Alderman 

Sheppard. A voice vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Crissey, Marquis 

A motion was made by Alderman Johnson to approve a 7% raise for Chief Campbell, second by 

Alderman Marquis.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Crissey, Sheppard 

Alderman Johnson made a motion to approve a 7% raise for Superintendent TJ Henson, second by 

Alderman Marquis.  

AYES: Parrish, Royer, Marquis, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  Garrett 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Crissey, Sheppard 

Alderman Johnson made a motion to approve a 3% raise for Office Manager Rathgeber, second by 

Alderman Royer.  

AYES: Parrish, Royer, Marquis, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  Garrett 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Crissey, Sheppard 

Alderman Johnson made a motion to approve a $1.50 per hour raise to $26/hour for Tami Travous, plus a 

$1000 retainage bonus scheduled for April 30, 2025. Second made by Alderman Marquis.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Crissey, Sheppard 

 



Alderman Johnson made a motion to approve a $1/hour raise for all part time office and garage staff, not 

including the police department. Second made by Alderman Marquis.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Crissey, Sheppard 

Alderman Garrett made a motion to adjourn at 9:56 pm, second by Alderman Marquis. A voice vote was 

taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Crissey, Sheppard 

 

 

 

 

 
 


