
City of Auburn 

Council Meeting Minutes 

Monday, May 20, 2024 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Berola with the reciting of the Pledge of 

Allegiance of all present. 

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Mayor Berola, Clerk Sponsler, Treasurer Williams, Alderman 

Parrish, Alderman Garrett, Alderman Royer, Alderman Marquis, Alderman Sheppard, Alderman Crissey, 

Alderman Johnson and Alderman Hemmerle. 

Also present were Superintendent Henson, Chief Campbell, Office Manager Rathgeber and Attorney 

Jarmer. 

Mayor’s Comments:  

Mayor Berola brought up the Auburn Township Park. This park was formed in a trust by surrounding 

property owners. Since the 1950s, it has been tax exempt under the City of Auburn. Auburn Township is 

divesting themselves from the park and Mayor Berola asked the council if the City of Auburn would like 

to divest as well. The council agreed that we should step away from this park.  

Visitor’s Comments:  

Tracy Sheppard was in attendance to discuss a vicious dog incident. There are two dogs at 411 S. 5th 

street. The dogs have attacked neighbors and dogs unprovoked. The neighbors were walking their dog 

and the vicious dogs got out of an unsecured fence. This has happened more than once, and neighbors are 

afraid to walk their dogs or be out in their yards.  

Dave Holloway resides at 58 Luriel Lane. He received a letter about his property being a nuisance. He 

came to the council meeting to discuss how his property is not a nuisance but is beneficial to the 

environment. He spoke about his property being a prairie restoration area and he has wildflowers and 

pollinators that can be mistaken for weeds. He went over a landscape plan with the council. The council 

thanked him for coming in and will consider an agreement.  

Brandi Brown was in attendance to discuss Barb Henn’s neighbors again. She was told that fines are 

currently at $1500 and they have until the end of the month to pay them. The property owners have 

started the eviction process.  

City Clerk’s Report: 
Clerk Sponsler presented the May 6, 2024 meeting minutes for review and approval. Alderman Marquis 

made a motion to approve the May 6, 2024 minutes, second by Alderman Parrish. 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: Crissey 
ABSENT: None 

Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Williams presented the bills list from May 6, 2024 through May 17, 2024. A motion was made 

to approve the bills list by Alderman Marquis, second by Alderman Garrett.  

AYES: Parrish, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  Royer, Garrett 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 



Treasurer Williams told the council that they have two CDs maturing on Friday. The council agreed that 

she should roll them over for another 9 months at 5%.  

Treasurer Williams also presented the Video Gaming Reports. April 2024 revenue was $14,457, which is 

$732.62 more than one year ago. The FY24 total is $166,881.74. 

Attorney’s Report: 

Attorney Jarmer presented the second reading of Ordinance 1544-24, a Pre-Annexation Agreement with 

Leahy Properties. Alderman Garrett made a motion to approve Ordinance 1544-24, second by Alderman 

Royer.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

Attorney Jarmer presented the second reading of Ordinance 1545-24, the RFQ award. Attorney Jarmer 

suggested tabling this until the next meeting so there can be another building committee to discuss it 

further. Alderman Garrett made a motion to table this vote, second by Alderman Marquis.  

 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

Attorney Jarmer presented the second reading of Ordinance 1546-24, Approving the Purchase of Real 

Property. Alderman Royer made a motion to approve Ordinance 1546-24, second by Alderman Marquis.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

Attorney Jarmer presented the first reading of Ordinance 1547-24, Amending Chapter 13 of the City 

Code.  

Attorney Jarmer presented the second reading of Resolution 106-24, a Settlement Agreement between the 

Library and the City of Auburn. Alderman Royer made a motion to approve Resolution 106-24, second 

by Alderman Garrett.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

Attorney Jarmer presented the second reading of Resolution 107-24, the Collective Bargaining 

Agreement. Alderman Marquis made a motion to approve Resolution 107-24, second by Alderman 

Garrett.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

 

 



Department Heads 
Chief Campbell: Chief Campbell thanked citizen Mitch Bremer, who stopped to help Officer Manser. 

Office Manser made a traffic stop where the man was resisting arrest and was fighting Officer Manser. 

Citizen Mitch Bremer stopped to help Officer Manser. Chief Campbell gave Mr. Bremer a certificate of 

appreciation.  

 

Chief Campbell suggested the council declare the dogs at 411 S. 5th Street vicious and dangerous animals 

due to their recent unprovoked attacks. The dogs will need to be muzzled whenever they are outside and 

the fence will need to be fixed. If the fines are not paid, they have until June 10th or the utilities will be 

shut off. Alderman Royer made a motion to deem the dogs dangerous, second by Alderman Parrish.  

 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

Chief Campbell would like the council to declare 428 S. 6th Street a nuisance. The owner has 

passed away and the son is in charge of taking care of the property. Alderman Royer made a 

motion to declare this property a nuisance, second by Alderman Marquis.  

 
AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

Alderman Royer made a motion to apply fines to 428 S. 6th Street at $100/day starting 7 days 

after receipt of the letter. Second was made by Alderman Sheppard.  

 
AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

Superintendent Henson:  

2024 MFT expenses: Total of $227,000 part will be used for oil and chip program which is $97,000. 

Alderman Johnson made a motion to approve the MFT expenses, second by Alderman Parrish.  

 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle 

Superintendent Henson would like to purchase a new Kubota LX26 Belly Mower for $23,050.00 with a 

trade in. Alderman Johnson made a motion to approve the purchase, second by Alderman Crissey.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 



Stephanie from Bentons updated the council on the Safe Routes to Schools program. Since we cut out a 

chunk of the sidewalk, we can use the money for other safety options like pedestrian crosswalks and 

signs.  

Office Manager Rathgeber: 

Office Manager Rathgeber gave an update on the Community Center progress.  

 

Committee Reports 
 
Administration-Johnson: FY2025 Draft Budget- Wayde’s salary was moved to general and part of TJ’s 

salary is now from general as well.  

 

The Public Works counteroffer was received today, so it is not on the agenda to discuss and vote on.  

 

Public Works-Parrish: No report. 
 

Public Utilities-Johnson: Alderman Johnson would like to schedule a meeting in June to discuss different 

billing possibilities.  
 

Health & Safety-Marquis: No Report 

 

Health & Housing: No Report 

 

Parks-Hemmerle:  

1. Union Park Update: they are on track and are ready to start on the pickleball courts and 

sidewalks.  

2. Union Park Pay Request: Current payment due to O’Shea Builders is $168,569.39. Alderman 

Hemmerle made a motion to approve this payment, second by Alderman Sheppard.  

 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

3. Union Park Change Order: The change order is to include an ADA swing and the material instead 

of pebbles. Alderman Royer made a motion to approve the change order in the amount of 

$129,275.26, second by Alderman Marquis.  

 

AYES: Parrish, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  Garrett, Johnson 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

Economic Development- 

Mayor Berola elaborated on the RFQ being tabled. There was a meeting and there was confusion on why 

we went with the RFQ and thought there may be a better way to go about it that will benefit the city.  

 
Building Committee- 

 

 

 

 



Other Business:  

 

Adjournment: 

Alderman Marquis made a motion to adjourn at 9:23 pm, second by Alderman Parrish. A voice vote was 

taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


