
City of Auburn 

Council Meeting Minutes 

Monday, June 16, 2025 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Berola with the reciting of the Pledge of 

Allegiance of all present. 

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Mayor Berola, Clerk Sponsler, Treasurer Johnson, Alderman 

Parrish, Alderman Anders, Alderman Nadalini, Alderwoman Norris, Alderman Sheppard, Alderman 

Hemmerle, and Alderman Crissey. 

Also present were Superintendent Henson, Office Manager Travous and Attorney Jarmer.   

Alderwoman Williams and Chief Campbell were absent.  

Mayor’s Comments:   

Mayor Berola appointed Dan Parrish as the chairman of the Administration Committee, Vince Nadalini as 

chairman of the Public Works Committee, and assigned Nick Anders to the Public Works and Public 

Utilities Committees. Alderman Hemmerle made a motion to approve these assignments, second by 

Alderman Sheppard.  

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Williams 

Mayor Berola read a thank you card that the City of Auburn received from the Chatham Community. It 

thanked the city for all of the red ribbons and signs in support of the Chatham community after the April 

28th YNOT tragedy.  

Visitor’s Comments:  

John Ridley, the Director of Sangamon County Public Health was in attendance to address another 

incident with the dogs on 5th street. A letter was sent from the Sangamon County Health Department vet 

declaring them dangerous dogs. They have 14 days from that date to complete the steps in the letter. 

There are things like must be spayed or neutered, must be microchipped, etc. The council had questions 

for Mr. Ridley that he could not answer at that moment. He said he would find the answers and get back 

to them.  

First Reading of MFT Acceptance of Proposal- Deliver and Install Proposal IRC, Inc. $52,208.60.  

First Reading of MFT Acceptance of Proposal- Material Proposal Beelman Trucking $45,372.09.  

Zoning Board Action: They received a variance request from Merlin Schlinzler. The Zoning Board 

recommends approving the variance. A motion was made by Alderman Sheppard, second by 

Alderworman Norris.  

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Williams 

 

 



City Clerk’s Report: 

Clerk Sponsler presented the June 2, 2025 meeting minutes for review and approval. Alderman Parrish 

made a motion to approve the minutes, second by Alderman Crissey.   

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Williams 

Clerk Sponsler presented the June 2, 2025 executive session minutes for review and approval. Alderman 

Nadalini made a motion to approve the minutes, second by Alderman Anders.  

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Williams 

Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Johnson presented the bills list from June 3, 2025 through June 16, 2025. Alderman Parrish 

made a motion to approve, second by Alderman Sheppard.  

 

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Sheppard, Crissey 
NAYES: Hemmerle 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Williams 

Treasurer Johnson presented the May 2025 Cash Report. Alderman Sheppard made a motion to approve 

the cash report, second by Alderman Crissey.  

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Williams 

Treasurer Johnson presented the May 2025 Video Gaming Report. The total for May 2025 was 

$15,880.36, which is approximately $2,302.78 more than May 2025. The total for FY26 is $15,830.86.  

FY26 Budget Status: It is in Tami’s possession and should be available to the admin committee soon. A 

committee meeting needs to be set once it is ready.  

MFT-Kennedy Road Project: The amounts were discussed. There are some documents that cannot be 

found since it was 13 years ago. We can reimburse our MFT account. Treasurer Johnson will provide an 

update when he hears back.  

Superintendent Henson asked Rod about putting $500,000 into a CD from gas savings. With a 6-month 

CD, it could make over $20,000. Rod will call Ramsey at UCB to get it set up.  

Mayor Berola brought up the triangle piece of land that IDOT owns behind Burtles old property. It was 

appraised at $4700. Mayor Berola needs to get with TJ to discuss the price to see if the land is worth the 

amount and they will reduce the price if it is a good offer. TJ said it could be used as a lift station. 

 

 

 

 



Attorney’s Report:  

Attorney Jarmer presented the Second Reading of Ordinance 1555-25, Amending the City Zoning Code 

Regarding Solar Panels. Tami clarified that it is for roof panels only. Alderman Sheppard made a motion 

to approve Ordinance 1555-25, second by Alderman Nadalini.  

 

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Williams 

Attorney Jarmer presented the First Reading of Resolution 119-25, Approving the City’s Participation in 

the Fuel Card Services Agreement between WEX Bank and the State of Illinois. This would allow 

employees to get fuel for city vehicles at a number of different gas stations, not just FS like they have 

been doing.  

Department Heads 
Chief Campbell: Not in attendance.  

 

Superintendent Henson:  

Superintendent Henson asked the council to hire Jake Sheppard as a full-time employee. Alderman 

Sheppard left the meeting at 7:46 pm while this was discussed. Jake has been working for the city in a 

part time position for three years. He is working on his certifications already. This would be effective 

June 17, 2025.  

 

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Williams, Sheppard 

Superintendent Henson told the council that John Edie passed his water systems class 1 license.   

 

Office Manager Travous:  

 

Committee Reports 
Administration: No Report 

 

Public Works-Parrish: Would like to set a committee meeting for June 23rd at 6pm to discuss proposals 

for the wastewater treatment plant and rate increases.  

 
Public Utilities: No Report 

 

Health & Safety-Sheppard: No Report 

 

Health & Housing: 15625 Kennedy Road- The occupant decided to stop paying his water bill because 

Auburn’s water doesn’t taste good, so he is refusing to pay for it. It has been five months and the utilities 

have been shut off. This does not meet minimum living conditions. We have two options under state law. 

First is the inspector could inspect the property and if the owner refuses, we can seek an injunction. The 

inspector cannot go in without authority to do so. There would be a written report and the owner would be 

sent a notice to put the building into safe condition that falls under our ordinance and give them 15 days 

for abatement. If not resolved in that time, we can file court action asking for an order to allow the city to 

take action or require the owner to do so. With this option, we can recover reasonable attorney fees. The 



second option is to go to circuit court because the property needs to be dealt with quickly, though we 

cannot recover attorney fees with this option. 

 

Parks-Hemmerle: No Report 

 

Economic Development- No Report 

 

Building Committee- No Report 

 

Other Business:  

 

Adjournment: 

Alderman Parrish made a motion to go into executive session at 8:02 pm, second by Alderman Sheppard. 

A voice vote was taken. 

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Williams 

Alderman Nadalini made a motion to leave executive session at 8:21 pm, second by Alderman Parrish. A 

voice vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Williams 

Alderman Hemmerle made a motion to go into executive session at 8:22 pm, second by Alderman 

Parrish. A voice vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Williams 

Alderman Norris made a motion to go into regular session at 8:31 pm, second by Alderman Parrish. A 

voice vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Williams 

Alderman Nadalini made a motion to adjourn at 8:32 pm, second by Alderman Crissey. A voice vote was 

taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Williams 

 


