City of Auburn
Council Meeting Minutes
Monday, July 1, 2024

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Berola with the reciting of the Pledge of
Allegiance of all present.

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Mayor Berola, Clerk Sponsler, Treasurer Williams, Alderman
Parrish, Alderman Garrett, Alderman Royer, Alderman Sheppard, Alderman Crissey, and Alderman
Hemmerle.

Also present were Superintendent Henson, Chief Campbell, Office Manager Rathgeber and Attorney
Jarmer.

Alderman Marquis was absent.
Mayor’s Comments:
Visitor’s Comments:

Representatives from Frontier Communications: Cliff Sanders is the Operations Manager throughout
Central Illinois. They are beginning to install fiber internet in Auburn. The aerial construction has already
begun. They are using Ervin Construction, which is a local company with local employees. They wanted
to introduce themselves and they went over the methods that they will use throughout the project. They let
the council know that there will always be a construction supervisor on location with the crews that are
working. They will pass out door hangers and they have sandwich boards out to let the citizens know who
they are and what they are doing. Alderman Royer had a few questions. He asked who handles the locates
and he brough up a problem in Virden where the locates were done over and over. He asked how they get
to home. He was told they install the hubs and once the customer asks to be installed, the drop crew will
come.

Aveyo Solar Company: Austin Townsend is the senior project manager. They wanted to introduce
themselves and go over what they do. They don’t want to go door to door so they would like to discuss
the solicitation rules and fees. They discussed how homeowners could save money with solar panels and
what is required to qualify. They were told to get with the Chief and make sure they have the appropriate
identification. They would give all information needed.

City Clerk’s Report:
Clerk Sponsler presented the June 17, 2024 meeting minutes for review and approval. Alderman Royer
made a motion to approve the June 17, 2024 minutes, second by Alderman Garrett.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis

Clerk Sponsler presented the June 3, 2024 Executive Session Meeting Minutes for review and approval.
Alderman Royer made a motion to approve the June 3, 2024 executive session meeting minutes for
review and approval, second by Alderman Sheppard.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis



Clerk Sponsler presented the June 17, 2024 Executive Session Meeting Minutes for review and approval.
Alderman Garrett made a motion to approve the June 17, 2024 executive session meeting minutes for
review and approval, second by Alderman Parrish.

AYES: Parrish, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: Garrett

ABSENT: Marquis

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Williams presented the bills list from June 17, 2024 through June 28, 2024.
A motion was made to approve the bills list by Alderman Parrish, second by Alderman Sheppard

AYES: Parrish, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: Royer, Garrett

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis

Treasurer Williams presented the June 2024 Cash Report for review and approval. There was discussion
about why the water checking account is negative. Alderman Johnson asked about the differences
between the May cash balance, June receipts and the June balance. Alderman Johnson discussed how he
would like general funds to be separate from public works funds. Alderman Royer made a motion to table
the June 2024 cash report, second by Alderman Garrett.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis

Treasurer Williams also presented the Budget Report for review. Alderman Johnson went over the
numbers and accounts. General revenue is showing a surplus, water is still a problem. The revenue is
above where we should be for the fiscal year. Sewer is in surplus, gas is a sleeper and will hopefully have
a committee meeting to discuss ways to make up some money. For the PEPL money, we have to show
that as a line item per the auditor, so we need to have a separate line item for that money. Showing the
PEPL money makes it a non-balanced account. Alderman Johnson had a lot of suggestions for ways to
correct the items in the budget report.

Attorney’s Report:
Attorney Jarmer presented the second reading of Ordinance 1548-24 FY25 Budget & Appropriation
Ordinance. A motion was made by Alderman Johnson, second by Alderman Royer.

AYES: Parrish, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: Garrett

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis

Attorney Jarmer presented the second reading of Ordinance 1549-24 Approval of Proposal for Audit
Services FY24. Alderman Johnson made a motion to approve Ordinance 1549-24, second by Alderman
Garrett.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: Royer

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis



Attorney Jarmer presented the Second Reading of Resolution 108-24 Settlement Agreement: Attorney
Jarmer suggest that we table this until the next meeting. He has been trying to get a signature. Alderman
Garrett made a motion to table until the next meeting, second by Alderman Royer.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis

Attorney Jarmer presented the first reading of Resolution 109-24, Approval of Collective Bargaining
Agreement, Operating Engineers.

Barbi Ervin has begun making payments on her agreement.

Department Heads

Chief Campbell:

Chief Campbell would like the council to declare 120 S. 2™ Street as a nuisance. A motion was made by
Alderman Royer, second by Alderman Crissey.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis

Chief Campbell withdrew his declaration of 316 Maple as a nuisance.

Chief Campbell would like to promote Officer Reardon to Sargent, effective next pay period. A motion
was made by Alderman Garrett to promote Officer Reardon to Sargent, second by Alderman Royer.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis

Superintendent Henson:
Superintendent Henson told the council that he will get bids to replace the ball field roofs.

Office Manager Rathgeber:
Payroll Clerk/Office Assistant: Wayde had a candidate, but they backed out this afternoon. He has
another interview so he will have something at the next meeting.

Committee Reports
Administration-Johnson: No Report
Public Works-Parrish: No Report

Public Utilities-Johnson: PEPL Additional Reimbursement Funds- $62,266.73, the mayor needs to sign
that we acknowledge this refund. Alderman Johnson made a motion to approve this acknowledgement,
second by Alderman Crissey.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle

NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis



Health & Safety-Marquis: Not in Attendance
Health & Housing: No Report

Parks-Hemmerle:

1. Park Meeting June 21: August 15 is the new estimated completion date. They are currently
working on playground installation, installing the ADA swing, and surfacing. The basketball
court will be painted to regulation and the hoops will be tweaked. In regard to the blue paint on
the pavilion, the white trim has been added so it looks a little better. There has been a lot of
discussion about naming the pavilion. This will be discussed at a later time.

2. Park Update: There were questions about fencind around the pickleball courts. Currently it is not
in the plans due to budget restrictions. Alderman Johnson said friends/citizens have voiced
concerns about this and probably won’t play here due to the lack of fencing.

3. Park Pay Request: $299,043.07. Alderman Royer made a motion to approve the pay request,
second by Alderman Hemmerle.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis

Economic Development-
Building Committee-
Other Business:

Adjournment:
Alderman Johnson made a motion to go into executive session at 8:43 pm, second by Alderman Garrett.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis

Alderman Garrett made a motion to adjourn from executive session at 9:01 pm, second by Alderman
Royer. A voice vote was taken.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis

Alderman Garrett made a motion to go into executive session at 9:02 pm, second by Alderman Royer

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis



Alderman Garrett made a motion to adjourn from executive session at 9:07 pm, second by Alderman
Parrish. A voice vote was taken.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis

Alderman Garrett made a motion to enter into regular session at 9:08 pm, second by Alderman Royer. A
voice vote was taken.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis

Alderman Garrett made a motion to adjourn at 9:09 pm, second by Alderman Royer. A voice vote was
taken.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis



