City of Auburn
Council Meeting Minutes
Monday, July 6, 2026

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Berola with the reciting of the Pledge of
Allegiance of all present.

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Mayor Berola, Clerk Sponsler, Treasurer Johnson,
Alderman Anders, Alderman Nadalini, Alderwoman Norris, Alderwoman Williams, Alderman
Sheppard, Alderman Centko, and Alderman Hemmerle.

Also present were Attorney Jarmer, Chief Kirchner, Superintendent Henson, and Office Manager
Travous.

Mayor’s Comments:

Mayor Berola appointed Savannah Bradley as Ward 4 Alderwoman, to finish the vacancy. She
was sworn in by Clerk Sponsler. Alderman Hemmerle made a motion to approve the
appointment, second by Alderman Sheppard.

AYES: Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Sheppard, Williams, Centko, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: None

Mayor Berola made the following committee assignments: Alderman Anders as the Public
Works Committee Chair and Alderwoman Norris as the Administration Committee Chair.
Alderman Centko made a motion to approve these appointments, second by Alderwoman
Williams.

AYES: Bradley, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Sheppard, Williams, Centko, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: None

Visitors’ Comments:

Dr. Kyle Schroeder was in attendance to discuss property he is potentially purchasing and the
possibility of annexation into Auburn city limits. Attorney Jarmer will draft a pre-annexation
agreement. The property will hold a veterinary clinic.

City Clerk’s Report:

Clerk Sponsler presented the June 15, 2026 meeting minutes for review and approval. Alderman
Sheppard made a motion to approve the minutes, second by Alderwoman Williams.

AYES: Anders, Norris, Sheppard, Williams, Centko, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: Bradley, Nadalini

ABSENT: None



Treasurer’s Report:
Treasurer Johnson presented the Bills List from June 16, 2026 through July 6, 2026 for review
and approval. Alderman Anders made a motion to approve, second by Alderwoman Norris

AYES: Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Sheppard, Williams, Centko, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: Bradley

ABSENT: None

Treasurer Johnson presented the Budget Report from June 16, 2026 through July 6, 2026 for
review.

Treasurer Johnson presented the May 2026 Video Gaming Report. The total for May was
$15,123.71, which is down from last year. FY27 total is $15,123.71.

Treasurer Johnson told the council of the new 6-month CD investment. The total investment is
$520,328.46 at a 3.73% interest rate. It will mature in December 2026.

Attorney’s Report:

Attorney Jarmer informed the council that Illinois Law allows the city to charge $250 on gaming
terminals annually. We currently only charge $25 annually. Attorney Jarmer will look into
surrounding municipalities and will redraft the ordinance if we would like to change it.

Department Heads:

Chief Kirchner:

Chief Kirchner asked the council to approve a new hire, Qu’Ron Hawkins to replace the vacancy
left by Officer Turner. The effective hire date would be July 20, 2026 and he will start academy
on July 21, 2026. Alderman Centko approved the hire, second by Alderman Sheppard. He was
sworn in by Clerk Sponsler

AYES: Bradley, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Sheppard, Williams, Centko, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: None

Chief Kirchner asked about the property at 403 E. Adams and what the process is for declaring a
nuisance property. Alderman Sheppard made a motion to declare the property a nuisance, second
by Alderman Centko. After July 14, if the property is not cleaned up, fines will be assessed at
$500/day.

Superintendent Henson:
Superintendent Henson told the council that Royell is finishing up some fiber work in the south
area of town and will continue for a few months.

Office Manager Travous:
No Report



Committee Reports:

Administration-
Public Works-

Public Utilities-Nadalini:

Consideration fo a Natural Gas Rate Increase- Treasurer Johnson explained the thought process
and the amounts under consideration. The new amount would be $4.20 for residential customers,
$4.85 for commercial customers, and the meter fee would increase from $10-$12. This would be
effective for the August billing cycle. Alderman Nadalini made a motion to approve the rate
increase, second by Alderman Hemmerle.

AYES: Bradley, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Sheppard, Centko, Hemmerle
NAYES: Williams

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: None

Health & Safety-Sheppard:
Health & Housing-

Parks-Hemmerle: There was a committee meeting to discuss the flag area at the renovated
East/Union Park. He presented the new plans to the council. He also discussed the large amounts
of damage that are being done to our parks.

Economic Development-
Building Committee-
Other Business:

Adjournment:

Alderman Nadalini made a motion to adjourn from regular session at 8:00 pm pm, second by
Alderman Anders. A voice vote was taken.

AYES: Bradley, Anders, Nadalini, Norris, Sheppard, Williams, Centko, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: None



