
City of Auburn 

Council Meeting Minutes 

Monday, July 15, 2024 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Berola with the reciting of the Pledge of 

Allegiance of all present. 

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Mayor Berola, Clerk Sponsler, Treasurer Williams, Alderman 

Parrish, Alderman Garrett, Alderman Royer, Alderman Marquis, Alderman Sheppard, Alderman Johnson, 

Alderman Crissey, and Alderman Hemmerle. 

Also present were Superintendent Henson, Chief Campbell, and Attorney Jarmer.  

Office Manager Rathgeber was absent.  

Mayor’s Comments:  

Visitor’s Comments:  

Steve Gyorkos was present to discuss the ditch in front of his house. He has found it difficult to maintain 

because of how steep it is and he has asked the city to fix it. Alderman Johnson asked if the homeowner 

would mind if the city shaved it back, but it would go into his yard. Superintendent Henson said they will 

come out and come up with a plan with him and show him where the new ditch would begin in his yard.  

City Clerk’s Report: 
Clerk Sponsler presented the July 1, 2024 meeting minutes for review and approval. Alderman Royer 

made a motion to approve the July 1, 2024 minutes as amended with Alderman Johnson present in the 

attendance, second by Alderman Marquis. 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

Clerk Sponsler presented the July 1, 2024 Executive Session Meeting Minutes for review and approval. 

Alderman Garrett made a motion to approve the June 3, 2024 executive session meeting minutes for 

review and approval, second by Alderman Royer.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Williams presented the bills list from July 1, 2024 through June 12, 2024.  

A motion was made to approve the bills list by Alderman Parrish, second by Alderman Sheppard  

 

AYES: Parrish, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  Royer, Garrett 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

Treasurer Williams presented the June 2024 Cash Report for review and approval. Alderman Garrett 

asked why it was revised. Treasurer Williams said there are some “checking accounts” that aren’t really 

checking accounts, but they are line items that hold money. Alderman Johnson discussed the reasons that 



the accounts were different and where the money was coming and going. Alderman Garrett asked if the 

council remembers when instilling a $1 water fee to paint the water tower. If a fee was charged, that 

money was used through the operating budget. There is a line item that is supposed to be used the paint 

the water tower in the future. Alderman Royer made a motion to table the June Cash Report until the next 

meeting. Second was made by Alderman Parrish.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

Treasurer Williams also presented the Budget Report for review. Alderman Johnson discussed the budget 

report. He noted quite a few concerns he had with the budget report, for example, we haven’t recorded 

any new sales tax income since May. There are still line items that are not in the correct places and 

accounts that were in surplus that are suspicious because they are typically in a deficit. Superintendent 

Henson and Chief Campbell have expressed their concerns about the issues with the budget report and 

have stated that they rely on these reports for their budgets and if things are incorrect, it can cause major 

problems.  

Treasurer Williams presented the June 2024 Video Gaming Reports. June 2024 income was $13,120.76, 

which is $438.29 less than last year. FY25 total so far is $26,698.34 with 15 establishments and 77 

machines.  

Attorney’s Report: 

Attorney Jarmer presented the second reading of Resolution 109-24, Approval of Collective Bargaining 

Agreement, Operating Engineers. This was tabled until after the executive session.  

Department Heads 
Chief Campbell: 

Chief Campbell would like to discuss a raise for administrative assistant Jaclyn Buckingham. We will go 

into executive session to discuss.  

 

Alderman Royer asked if we had found out anything about the county/animal control. The county 

dropped the ball, they were supposed to do an investigation and did not.  

 

Superintendent Henson:  

John Edie was in attendance to discuss tornado sirens. He received bids from two different places. One 

was just for the siren and we would have to purchase the pole and install it ourselves. The second one was 

everything installed at $33,603 with Braniff Communications. This is to be placed by the football field. 

There was discussion of fixing the current tornado siren at the park, and Alderman Garrett asked if it 

would be more beneficial to purchase a brand new one and move it to a different location. It will be 

checked into and discussed further. Alderman Johnson made a motion to purchase the tornado siren from 

Braniff Communications, second by Alderman Royer. 

 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

The smoking of the sewers began this morning. Be prepared for worried or angry citizens. They have five 

interns from Bentons. This will be going on all month.  



The bid letting for Divernon Road bridge will be August 9. Would like to start construction mid-

September.  

Office Manager Rathgeber: 

Payroll Clerk/Office Assistant- This was discussed in executive session.  

 

Committee Reports 
 
Administration-Johnson: No Report 

 

Public Works-Parrish: No Report, but would like to get a committee meeting scheduled.  
 

Public Utilities-Johnson: Alderman Johnson is working through natural gas things, hopefully will have 

more information soon.  

 

Health & Safety-Marquis: No Report 

 

Health & Housing: No Report 

 

Parks-Hemmerle:  

1. Park Meeting July 11, 2024: They discussed some needs that are outside of the project such as 

updating signage, new signs for the pickleball courts and how the lights work. The last few years 

we have added new picnic tables and they discussed a different type of tables. More things that 

were discussed was park benches- we will hopefully be working with the Auburn Activities 

Committee to secure sponsorships/funding for park benches. TJ got bids for fencing around the 

pickleball courts at $22,719. They discussed the ribbon cutting ceremony, do we want to have a 

soft opening or ribbon opening, looking at August 24 for tentative opening. They discussed 

seeding. Naming the pavilion was discussed and they decided not to name the pavilion.  

 

Economic Development- 

 
Building Committee- 

 

Other Business:  

 

Adjournment: 

Alderman Johnson made a motion to go into executive session at 8:08 pm, second by Alderman Garrett.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

Alderman Johnson made a motion to adjourn from executive session at 8:44 pm, second by Alderman 

Parrish. A voice vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

 



Alderman Johnson made a motion to go into regular session at 8:45 pm, second by Alderman Parrish.   

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

Alderman Johnson made a motion to table Resolution 109-24 until the next meeting, second by Alderman 

Royer. Alderman Royer said it is imperative that we need to get this resolved by the next meeting.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

Alderman Johnson made a motion to reenter executive session at 8:49 pm, second by Alderman Marquis.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

Alderman Marquis made a motion to leave executive session at 8:54 pm, second by Alderman Johnson. A 

voice vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

Alderman Garrett made a motion to enter into regular session at 8:54 pm, second by Alderman Marquis A 

voice vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

Alderman Royer made a motion to table the administrative assistant raise until the next meeting, second 

by Alderman Parrish.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

Alderman Johnson made a motion to enter executive session at 8:56 pm, second by Alderman Royer.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

 



Alderman Royer made a motion to leave executive session at 9:31 pm, second by Alderman Parrish. A 

voice vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

Alderman Royer made a motion to go into regular session at 9:32, second by Alderman Crissey. A voice 

vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

Alderman Parrish made a motion to adjourn at 9:32, second by Alderman Royer. A voice vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

 

 

 


