
City of Auburn 

Council Meeting Minutes 

Monday, July 21, 2025 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Berola with the reciting of the Pledge of 

Allegiance of all present. 

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Mayor Berola, Clerk Sponsler, Treasurer Johnson, Alderman 

Parrish, Alderman Anders, Alderwoman Norris, Alderman Sheppard, Alderwoman Williams, Alderman 

Crissey, and Alderman Hemmerle. 

Also present were Superintendent Henson, Chief Campbell, Office Manager Travous, and Attorney 

Jarmer.   

Alderman Nadalini was absent.  

Mayor’s Comments:   

Mayor Berola told the council that there will need to be a special council meeting for the Passage of the 

Budget and Appropriations Ordinance. This will be on Thursday, July 24, 2025 at 7 pm, with a public 

hearing beginning at 6:30 pm.  

Visitor’s Comments:  

Joe Oller was in attendance to discuss progress on the Labor Day Picnic planning. Electricity seems to be 

the biggest issue they are facing right now. They are working on getting the appropriate paperwork and 

licenses. He invited the council to come and help out.  

Kathy Myers was in attendance to discuss a fence issue. A few years ago, she wanted to put a fence up 

and was denied. She is wondering why a house nearby was able to put up a similar fence. Alderman 

Williams said that she was denied because she wanted to put it where the highway couldn’t be seen. The 

council’s suggestion was to come back and see the zoning board for suggestions.  

City Clerk’s Report: 

Clerk Sponsler presented the July 7, 2025 meeting minutes for review and approval. Alderman Sheppard 

made a motion to approve the minutes, second by Alderman Crissey.   

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Norris, Sheppard, Williams, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Nadalini 

Clerk Sponsler presented the two June 16, 2025 Executive Session Minutes for review and approval. 

Alderman Hemmerle made a motion to approve the minutes, second by Alderman Sheppard.  

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Norris, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: Williams 

ABSENT: Nadalini 

 

 

 



Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Johnson presented the bills list from July 8, 2025 through July 21, 2025. Alderman Parrish 

made a motion to approve, second by Alderwoman Williams.  

 

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Norris, Sheppard, Williams, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Nadalini 

Treasurer Johnson presented the June 2025 Cash Report for review and approval. Alderman Sheppard 

made a motion to approve the cash report, second by Alderwoman Norris.  

 

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Norris, Sheppard, Williams, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Nadalini 

Treasurer Johnson presented the Video Gaming Report for June 2025. The total for June was $14,060.07, 

which is $939 more than a year ago. The total for FY 26 is $29,940.43.  

Attorney’s Report:  

Attorney Jarmer presented the First Reading of Ordinance 1550-25, An Ordinance Making 

Appropriations of Sums of Money Necessary to Defray all Necessary Expenses and Liabilities of the City 

of Auburn, Sangamon County, Illinois, for the Fiscal Year Ending April 30, 2026.  

 

Attorney Jarmer mentioned a Settlement and Mutual Release for 411 S. 5th Street. This is good with the 

council and does not need a vote.   

 

Department Heads 
Chief Campbell: Chief Campbell worked with Superintendent Henson on additional signs for Union Park 

rules. Chief asked Attorney Jarmer if it should be posted that there is video recording in progress. 

Attorney Jarmer said that privacy should not be expected at a public park, so it is not necessary, but the 

council thinks it should be posted.   

 

The door on the new press box at the ballfield was damaged by someone, there and dents and the lock is 

busted, so the door needs to be replaced. Mayor Berola asked Attorney Jarmer that if these are juveniles 

that have done the damage, do we go after the parents civilly? Attorney Jarmer responded yes. Cameras 

were put up at the ballfields recently.  

 

Superintendent Henson:  

1. Bids for Ballfield Electrical Improvements: It wasn’t up to code, so he got a bid from Lewis 

Electric in the amount of $9379 back in April, so he is asking for approval of $9500 for any 

increases. Alderman Hemmerle made a motion to approve this bid, second by Alderman 

Sheppard.  

2. He gave updates on the North Street Project, Safe Routes to School Project, and Divernon Road 

Bridge- it should be about 2 more weeks.  

3. Press Box Door Update: This door needs to be replaced. The paperwork never got sent to the 

school district for reimbursement of the work done, so he is working with Jarmer on this.  

4. He was approached by a solar company for powering the new sewer plant. He asked the council 

for their thoughts on this.  



 

Office Manager Travous:  

Troxell will be coming for an audit of the office and personnel files.  

 

Committee Reports 
Administration-Parrish: No Report  

 

Public Works-Parrish: No Report 

 
Public Utilities-Nadalini: Not in Attendance 

 

Health & Safety-Sheppard: No Report 

 

Health & Housing:  

 

Parks-Hemmerle: Boulders and bollards have been placed in Union Park. 

 

Economic Development-  

 

Building Committee-  

 

Other Business:  

 

Adjournment: 

Alderman Parrish made a motion to go into executive session at 7:48 pm, second by Alderman Anders. A 

voice vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Norris, Sheppard, Williams, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Nadalini 

Alderman Sheppard made a motion to leave executive session at 8:16 pm, second by Alderman Crissey. 

A voice vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Norris, Sheppard, Williams, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Nadalini 

Alderman Sheppard made a motion to approve a 6% raise for the three department heads, Superintendent 

Henson, Chief Campbell, and Office Manager Travous, with a second by Alderman Crissey.  

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Norris, Sheppard, Crissey 
NAYES: Williams, Hemmerle 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Nadalini 

 

 



Alderman Parrish made a motion to approve a $1.50 per hour raise for full time, non-union employees 

including Melanie Rhoades and Christy Patterson, second by Alderman Sheppard.  

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Norris, Sheppard, Williams, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Nadalini 

Alderman Parrish made a motion to approve a $1.00 per hour raise for part time, non-union employees 

including Lori Wilson, Rod Brandt, and AJ Henson, second by Alderman Sheppard.  

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Norris, Sheppard, Williams, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Nadalini 

Alderman Sheppard made a motion to make all raises retroactive to May 1, 2025, second by Alderman 

Anders.  

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Norris, Sheppard, Williams, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Nadalini 

Alderman Hemmerle made a motion to adjourn at 8:22 pm, second by Alderman Sheppard. A voice vote 

was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Anders, Norris, Sheppard, Williams, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 

ABSENT: Nadalini 

 

 

 

 


