
City of Auburn 
Council Meeting Minutes 
Monday, August 5, 2024 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Berola with the reciting of the Pledge of 
Allegiance of all present. 

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Mayor Berola, Clerk Sponsler, Treasurer Williams, Alderman 
Parrish, Alderman Garrett, Alderman Royer, Alderman Marquis, Alderman Sheppard, Alderman Johnson, 
and Alderman Crissey. 

Also present were Superintendent Henson, Chief Campbell, and Attorney Jarmer. Tami Travous was 
present to represent the city office. Chelsea Nuss from Sorling Northrup was in attendance to observe.  

Alderman Hemmerle was absent.  

Mayor’s Comments:  

Visitor’s Comments:  

Jessica Lance from Bewitching Botanicals was in attendance to discuss her upcoming events: Witches 
Night Out and Trunk or Treat. Witches Night Out will be held on October 12, 2024 and Trunk or Treat 
will be held on October 19, 2024. For Witches Night Out, Ms. Lance requested police presence and asked 
to block off the horseshoe on the square for the night. For Trunk or Treat she would like to propose a rain 
date since last year was rained out. She asked about closing 5th street for the safety of the children, but 
Alderman Royer said it should remain open for emergency purposes.  

Frank Lesko was in attendance to introduce himself and observe our meeting. He is currently the City 
Clerk of Springfield and is running for Sangamon County Recorder.  

Joe Oller was in attendance to discuss the Auburn Labor Day Picnic for 2025. He heard about the 
renovations at Union Park and thought we needed to bring back the Labor Day Picnic. He wanted to 
present his plans to the council. He currently has a committee of six people that are working on the plans. 
He would like to bring back the fish fry, adult beverages, live music, and games for all ages. He met with 
the Auburn Activities Committee to discuss working together.  

City Clerk’s Report: 
Clerk Sponsler presented the July 15, 2024 meeting minutes for review and approval. Alderman Royer 
made a motion to approve the July 15, 2024 minutes, second by Alderman Marquis.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle 

Clerk Sponsler presented the July 15, 2024 Executive Session Meeting Minutes for review and approval. 
Alderman Royer made a motion to approve the first July 15, 2024 executive session meeting minutes for 
review and approval, second by Alderman Parrish.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle 

Alderman Royer made a motion to approve the second July 15, 2024 executive session meeting minutes, 
second by Alderman Sheppard.  



AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle 

Alderman Johnson made a motion to approve the third July 15, 2025 executive session meeting minutes, 
second by Alderman Crissey.  

AYES: Parrish, Royer, Marquis, Johnson, Crissey 
NAYES: Garrett 
PRESENT: Sheppard 
ABSENT: Hemmerle 

Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Williams presented the bills list from July 15, 2024 through August 2, 2024.  
A motion was made to approve the bills list by Alderman Royer second by Alderman Johnson.  
Alderman Garrett asked who prepared the bills list, and Penny responded that Tami Travous prepared it. 
He asked Tami how she felt about it and she responded that it is getting better.  

 
AYES: Parrish, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey 
NAYES:  Garrett 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle 

Treasurer Williams presented the June 2024 Cash Report for review and approval. The auditor said the 
report is correct to the best of his knowledge. Alderman Johnson made a motion to approve the June 2024 
Cash Report, second by Alderman Parrish. 

AYES: Parrish, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey 
NAYES: Garrett 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle 

Treasurer Williams presented the July 2024 Cash Report. The auditor said it is correct as well. Some line 
items will change. Alderman Johnson went on to explain further. Some line items do not make sense 
anymore, so they are changing things. The money will still be accounted for, but the line items will be 
accounted for. Alderman Garrett asked for clarification as the money was held by the state and wanted to 
know who holds the money now. Alderman Johnson said the program was canceled years ago, so we 
have control over that money. Alderman Royer made a motion to approve the July 2024 Cash Report, 
second by Alderman Marquis.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle 

The council expressed their gratitude to Superintendent Henson and Tami Travous for their work 
throughout the past couple of weeks.  

Treasurer Williams also presented the Budget Report for review. Alderman Johnson went over some 
details. He said that the sales tax income is slow to come in, it is about 2 months behind. We have only 
received 12% of what we’ve estimated to come in. Expenses have been on the low side in general revenue 
and we are running about $92,000 surplus in general. He will set up a committee meeting to discuss rates. 
The budget report is looking better.  



Treasurer Williams presented the June 2024 Video Gaming Reports. June 2024 income was $13,120.76, 
which is $438.29 less than last year. FY25 total so far is $26,698.34 with 15 establishments and 77 
machines.  

Attorney’s Report: 
Attorney Jarmer presented the second reading of Resolution 109-24, Approval of Collective Bargaining 
Agreement, Operating Engineers. This is tabled until after the executive session.  

He also requested an additional executive session regarding pending litigation.  

Department Heads 
Chief Campbell: 
Chief Campbell would like to purchase vehicle lights for the new cars. He received two bids. One was 
with Just Tint out of Springfield. It is a new company with a bid of $21,174. The other bid was in the 
amount of $25,784. He would like to go with Just Tint. Alderman Royer made a motion to approve the 
purchase of lights through Just Tint in the amount of $21,174, second by Alderman Marquis.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle 

 
Superintendent Henson:  
Superintendent Henson asked the council to accept the MFT proposal to furnish materials award. For the 
material stockpile we will use Beelman Logistics, LLC in the amount of $27,908.00. Alderman Johnson 
made the motion to approve, second by Alderman Sheppard.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle 

To apply the seal coat, we will use IRC, Inc. in the amount of $109,612.00. Alderman Johnson made a 
motion to approve, second by Alderman Marquis.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle 

Superintendent Henson asked the council to accept a proposal from Bulldog Construction to replace the 
ballfield roofing. We received insurance money for the project. Everything will be replaced with blue 
metal roofing. There is a March 1st deadline. Alderman Marquis made a motion to approve the proposal in 
the amount of $44,117.00, second by Alderman Sheppard.  

Superintendent Henson gave an update on the progress of the smoke testing. John Edie has managed to 
smoke all of the west side and most of the east side of town. This should be completed this week. We still 
need to do the south side of town. There have only been a few angry homeowners and some fire calls.  

Superintendent Henson gave an update on the Divernon Road bridge. It could make for a difficult winter 
with plowing and school bus routes without the bridge. Alderman Parrish suggested holding an public 
informational meeting so the citizens are aware of the project and its timeline. We are responsible for a 
quarter of the project; it will probably be around $500,000.  

 



Office Manager Rathgeber: 
The office is advertising for an Accounts Payable/Administrative Assistant. It will be a full-time position. 
We will continue using KEB for now until we get a new employee to take over payroll. There are 
currently five applications.  
 
There is a lot going on in the office right now. Call TJ if there are any questions. They are very 
enthusiastic about the progress being made. TJ said he can’t thank Tami enough for her help.  
 
Committee Reports 
 
Administration-Johnson: Executive Session regarding personnel 
 
Public Works-Parrish: No Report  
 
Public Utilities-Johnson: Alderman Johnson would like to schedule a committee to discuss water/natural 
gas rates and billing methods. This will be a joint public utilities/public works. Scheduled for August 14, 
2024 at 6:30 pm.  
 
Health & Safety-Marquis: No Report 
 
Health & Housing: No Report 
 
Parks-Hemmerle:  

1. Park Meeting August 2, 2024: They discussed some signs that need to be made like rules for 
pickleball, they went over tables and water fountains, the fence is a continued discussion, trash 
cans should be in soon, and there will be cameras like the ones at the city garage.  

2. Park Update: There will be a grand opening on August 24, 2024 at 10 am. Invitations have gone 
out to the media. There was a preliminary walk-through. There were some issues that need 
corrected such as missing or loose bolts on the playground, the basketball court is holding water, 
the pickleball court has an issue with the surfacing. There are a few minor issues that are being 
looked into . There will be training for the lighting system and other things. The grass seed goes 
down on Friday, it will be hydroseeded.  

3. Pay Request: Work was completed up to June 8th for this pay request. Current payment is 
$307,677.22 and the balance to be completed is $413,895.80. None of the payments have been 
paid on time, so the payments cannot be reimbursed by the state yet because they were not paid 
on time. Alderman Royer made a motion to approve the pay request, second by Alderman 
Sheppard.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle 

 
 
Economic Development- 

 
Building Committee- 
 
Other Business:  
 
Adjournment: 



Alderman Johnson made a motion to go into executive session at 8:25 pm, second by Alderman Royer.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle 

Alderman Parrish made a motion to adjourn from executive session at 8:44 pm, second by Alderman 
Crissey. A voice vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle 

Alderman Johnson made a motion to go into executive session at 8:49 pm, second by Alderman Royer.   

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle 

Alderman Johnson made a motion to adjourn from executive session at 9:23 pm, second by Alderman 
Crissey. A voice vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle 

Alderman Royer made a motion to go into executive session at 9:23 pm, second by Alderman Johnson.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle 

Alderman Royer made a motion to adjourn from executive session at 9:29, second by Alderman Crissey. 
A voice vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle 

 

 

Alderman Royer made a motion to enter into regular session at 9:29 pm, second by Alderman Crissey.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle 

Alderman Royer made a motion to approve Resolution 109-24, Collective Bargaining Agreement with the 
Operators Union, second by Alderman Sheppard. 



AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle 

Alderman Johnson made a motion to adjourn at 9:31, second by Alderman Crissey A voice vote was 
taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle 

 

 

 
 


