
City of Auburn 
Council Meeting Minutes 
Monday, August 19, 2024 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Berola with the reciting of the Pledge of 
Allegiance of all present. 

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Mayor Berola, Clerk Sponsler, Treasurer Williams, Alderman 
Parrish, Alderman Garrett, Alderman Royer, Alderman Sheppard, Alderman Johnson, Alderman Crissey, 
and Alderman Hemmerle 

Also present were Superintendent Henson, Chief Campbell, and Attorney Jarmer. Tami Travous was 
present to represent the city office.  

Alderman Marquis was absent.  

Mayor’s Comments:  

Mayor Berola asked for the council to accept the resignation of the City Office Manager effective July 22, 
2024. A motion was made by Alderman Johnson, second by Alderman Crissey.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Marquis 

Mayor Berola appointed Alderman Royer as chairman of the Economic Development Committee. A 
motion was made by Alderman Sheppard to accept this appointment, second by Alderman Parrish.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Marquis 

Visitor’s Comments:  

Joe Roesch, Sangamon County Circuit Clerk was in attendance to introduce himself and explain what his 
job entails. He told the council about his background and his family. The Circuit Clerk’s office keeps the 
records for the courts.  

John Ridley, Sangamon County Director of Public Health- Mayor Berola invited him to come due to the 
dogs on 5th street not being declared a nuisance. He was not in attendance due to illness.  

Tim Brewer at 268 W. Monroe was in attendance. He received a letter regarding the state of his yard. He 
wanted to let the council know that it had been taken care of.  

City Clerk’s Report: 
Clerk Sponsler presented the August 5, 2024 meeting minutes for review and approval. Alderman Royer 
made a motion to approve the August 5, 2024 minutes, second by Alderman Crissey.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Marquis 



Clerk Sponsler presented the August 5, 2024 Executive Session Meeting Minutes for review and 
approval. Alderman Royer made a motion to approve the August 5, 2024 executive session meeting 
minutes for review and approval, second by Alderman Parrish.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Marquis 

Clerk Sponsler appointed Tami Travous as her Deputy Clerk. Attorney Jarmer let the council know that it 
did not need a vote due to the ordinance that was passed previously allowing the City Clerk to appoint 
their own deputy.  

Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Williams presented the bills list from August 5, 2024 through August 16, 2024.  
A motion was made to approve the bills list by Alderman Garrett second by Alderman Johnson.  
Alderman Johnson asked TJ about $4800 bill to Altorfer. Superintendent Henson said it was for smoke 
bombs and repairs for the trench. Alderman Royer asked about the CDS contract in the office and TJ said 
he would look into it.   

 
AYES: Parrish, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  Garrett, Royer 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Marquis 

Treasurer Williams presented the June 2024 Cash Report for review and approval. The auditor said the 
report is correct to the best of his knowledge. Alderman Johnson made a motion to approve the June 2024 
Cash Report, second by Alderman Parrish. 

AYES: Parrish, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey 
NAYES: Garrett 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle 

Treasurer Williams also presented the Budget Report through August 16, 2024 for review. Alderman 
Johnson said that after Tami has worked her magic and put revenues and expenses where they need to be, 
general revenue is performing really well, water is doing what it is supposed to be doing and is looking 
good, sewer is performing well, and gas is surprisingly in the good as well There is a surplus in all 
accounts.  

Treasurer Williams presented the July 2024 Video Gaming Reports. July 2024 revenue is at $13,408.71 
which is $1342.59 less than one year ago. The FY25 is $40,107.05.  

Attorney’s Report: 
Zoning Board Actions for 170 E. Monroe: Attorney Jarmer told the council that there was a variance 
request regarding a setback requirement. The zoning board voted 5-0 to approve. He presented the first 
reading of Ordinance 1550-24 for this request.  

Department Heads 
Chief Campbell: 
Discussion and Potential Action, Public Nuisance 1002 W. Monroe Street: This property is a continual 
problem. It appears to be abandoned, the yard is overgrown and no one is living there. The neighbors 
behind the house contacted the mayor as the neighbor is immunocompromised and cannot leave the home 
due to the condition of the home. They would get attacked by insects and would see different rodents that 
were attracted to the property. He asked TJ to have our guys start to clean up the yard. They had to leave 
the job to change clothes due to the insects. Even after 8 hours of work, there is still garbage and a mess. 



He would like a motion to declare the property a nuisance for the garbage, debris, and overgrown 
conditions. They will have three days to clean up or we will assess a $400/day fee until cleaned up. A 
motion was made by Alderman Royer, second by Alderman Sheppard.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Marquis 

 
Superintendent Henson:  
Superintendent Henson would like to purchase a Kubota RTVX-1130 from Sievers in the amount of 
$18,025 using ARPA funds. Alderman Royer made a motion to approve this purchase, second by 
Alderman Crissey.  
 
Superintendent Henson provide an update from the office. He said that Tami is doing amazing. They are 
working on efficiency upgrades and they are planning on upgrading the desks in the office. Tami’s main 
focus when she returns from vacation is FrontDesk and getting that rolled out.  
 
They will have someone picked out for the new Accounts Payable position at the next meeting.  
 
John Edie, ESDA tornado siren update: John Edie provided an update on the tornado sirens. To move the 
box up the current pole would cost $5067. They can be here on the 23rd, but will take zero responsibility 
for any damage to the new concrete. John’s recommendation is to wait and maybe revisit in the spring. 
There was discussion about putting in the new siren at the water tower before the installation of the siren 
at the football field. It will be on the next meeting agenda.  
 
Superintendent Henson told the council that the chassis for the new dump truck will arrive tomorrow. It 
will go to Woodys where the bed, lights and snowplow will be put on. They said it will take a year or 
longer. There is another company that could get it done in three months, but we are locked into an 
agreement with Woodys and Attorney Jarmer said we could face legal problems if we try to back out. TJ 
said he would make some phone calls.  
 
Committee Reports 
 
Administration-Johnson:  
Non-union employee wage adjustments: Tami Travous has picked up many additional jobs and duties in 
the office. Alderman Johnson made a motion to increase Tami’s hourly rate by $3, from $26/hour to 
$29/hour effective July 22, 2024. A second was made by Alderman Royer.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Marquis 

Public Works-Parrish: They met on the 14th and discussed the future purchase of a salt building. He got 
three quotes ranging from $8000 to $84,000 in different sizes.  
 
Public Utilities-Johnson: There was a committee meeting on August 14, 2024. They discussed natural gas 
billing. Alderman Johnson went over the details of the cost and profits, a potential increase and what it 
would cost the customers. He included a $10/month service fee, differential would be lowered to $3.95. 
Each year , this will need to be addressed. We need to write up an ordinance.  
 



We had a customer request for financial assistance on utility bill due to a leak on the customer side of the 
water meter. Alderman Johnson made a motion to assist the homeowner, second by Alderman Hemmerle.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Marquis, Garrett 

Health & Safety-Marquis: No Report 
 
Health & Housing: No Report 
 
Parks-Hemmerle:  
Update on Union Park: They are coming to repaint portions of the pickleball courts, grass is not fully in 
yet and there is a meeting on Wednesday a 1 pm for the final walk through to make sure the checklist is 
up to date and ready to go. Six of the seven cameras are up and running.  
 
The ribbon cutting will be on August 24, 2024 at 10 am.  
 
Economic Development- 

 
Building Committee- 
 
Other Business:  
 
Adjournment: 

Alderman Johnson made a motion to go into executive session at 8:45 pm, second by Alderman Royer.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Marquis 

Alderman Royer made a motion to adjourn from executive session at 8:49 pm, second by Alderman 
Parrish. A voice vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Marquis 

Alderman Royer made a motion to go into executive session at 8:50 pm, second by Alderman Parrish.   

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Marquis 

 

Alderman Parrish made a motion to adjourn from executive session at 9:07 pm, second by Alderman 
Royer. A voice vote was taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 



PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Marquis 

Alderman Royer made a motion to enter into regular session at 9:08 pm, second by Alderman Crissey. A 
voice vote was taken.   

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Marquis 

Alderman Johnson made a motion to revise the executive session minutes effective date from the 29th to 
the 22nd, second by Alderman Royer. 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Marquis 

Alderman Johnson made a motion to adjust Superintendent Henson’s salary by increasing it 3% to give 
him a raise for additional duties assumed with Office Manager Wayde Rathgeber’s departure, effective 
July 22, 2024. A second was made by Alderman Royer.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Marquis 

Alderman Garrett made a motion to adjourn at 9:12, second by Alderman Sheppard. A voice vote was 
taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Marquis 

 


