City of Auburn
Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, September 3, 2024

With Mayor Berola arriving late, Alderman Parrish presided over the meeting.

Alderman Garrett asked for clarification from Attorney Jarmer if there needed to be a vote, to which
Attorney Jarmer replied no.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Alderman Parrish with the reciting of the Pledge of
Allegiance of all present.

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Clerk Sponsler, Treasurer Williams, Alderman Parrish, Alderman
Garrett, Alderman Royer, Alderman Sheppard, and Alderman Crissey.

Alderman Hemmerle arrived at 7:12 pm.

Also present were Superintendent Henson, Chief Campbell, and Attorney Jarmer. Tami Travous was
present to represent the city office.

Mayor Berola, Alderman Marquis, and Alderman Johnson were absent.
Mayor’s Comments:
Visitor’s Comments:

Zach Rector was present to discuss placing solar panels on his property. There was discussion why or
why not it would be allowed. It was discussed a couple of years ago, but never it was followed through
on.

Tracy Sheppard was in attendance. Tracy told the council that she and Scott wanted to thank everyone for
naming the park Meg’s Place in their daughter’s memory. She recalled a young girl in a wheelchair that
came from Chatham over the weekend and was able to participate and not have to sit on the sidelines
anymore. They gave plaques to the members of the council in their thanks.

Mr. Burton wanted to check on the status of the vicious and dangerous dogs on their street. There was
discussion about the Sangamon County Health Department and their lack of response.

Brandi Brown was in attendance to check on 416 North Street. There is a structure attached to the fence,
which is causing the neighbor’s fence to fall down.

City Clerk’s Report:
Clerk Sponsler presented the August 19, 2024 meeting minutes for review and approval. Alderman Royer
made a motion to approve the August 19, 2024 minutes, second by Alderman Garrett.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Crissey
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis, Hemmerle, Johnson

Clerk Sponsler presented the August 19, 2024 Executive Session Meeting Minutes for review and
approval. Alderman Sheppard made a motion to approve the August 19, 2024 executive session meeting
minutes for review and approval, second by Alderman Royer.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Crissey
NAYES: None
PRESENT: None



ABSENT: Marquis, Hemmerle, Johnson

Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer Williams presented the bills list from August 19, 2024 through August 30, 2024.

A motion was made to approve the bills list by Alderman Garrett second by Alderman Sheppard. There
was discussion about the CDS contract and when that will be up for negotiation.

AYES: Parrish, Royer, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: Garrett

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis, Johnson

Treasurer Williams presented the August 2024 Cash Report for review and approval. Alderman Royer
made a motion to approve the August 2024 Cash Report, second by Alderman Parrish.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis, Johnson

Treasurer Williams presented the Budget Report through August 30. 2024 for review only.

Attorney’s Report:
Attorney Jarmer presented the Second Reading of Ordinance 1550-24, Variance Request 170 E. Monroe.
Alderman Garrett made a motion to approve Ordinance 1550-24, second by Alderman Sheppard.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Crissey
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis, Johnson, Hemmerle

Attorney Jarmer presented the First Reading of Ordinance 1551-24, Amending City Code Ch. 24
(Utilities).

Department Heads

Chief Campbell:

Chief Campbell offered Jaclyn Buckingham’s resignation, effective August 30, 2024. Alderman Royer
made a motion to accept Jaclyn’s resignation, second by Alderman Sheppard.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis, Johnson

Chief Campbell told the council he would like to hire Kristi Patterson as his new administrative assistant
at $20/hour, which a performance review after 6 months. Her start date will be September 17, 2024.
Alderman Royer made a motion to approve Kristi Patterson’s hire, second by Alderman Parrish.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis, Johnson



Superintendent Henson:
Superintendent Henson told the council the tandem chassis should arrive on September 4, 2024.

Smoke testing will begin again in the southern subdivisions soon.

Superintendent Henson would like to recommend Melanie Rhoades for the Accounts Payable/Office
Assistant position. She would start at $19/hour, and after a one year probation period, increase to
$20/hour. Her start date will be September 9, 2024. Alderman Garrett asked what her specific job duties
would be. TJ said she will be responsible for accounts payable and she will take on the duties of the rest
of the office as well. Alderman Garrett made a motion to approve the hire of Melanie Rhoades, second by
Alderman Sheppard.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis, Johnson

Superintendent Henson told the council that the office is working on making things more efficient and
they are excited for the new hire and making the office run smoother.

Superintendent Henson would like to create a community improvement committee- “Love Where You
Live”. He would like to include citizens in things that would improve the community like clean up days
with dumpsters, landscape projects, and there would be a funding stream available. If the council is okay
with it, he and Attorney Jarmer will start working on it.

Superintendent presented the numbers for the new tornado siren. It will cost $38,088 to build a new siren
at the water tower location. Alderman Royer made a motion to approve the purchase and installation of
the new tornado siren, second by Alderman Parrish.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis, Johnson

Alderman Garrett and Alderman Royer would like to thank TJ and the guys for their hard work and would
like to buy them lunch.

Committee Reports

Administration-Johnson: Not in attendance
Public Works-Parrish: No Report

Public Utilities-Johnson: Not in attendance
Health & Safety-Marquis: Not in attendance

Health & Housing:

1002 W. Monroe- there is a lot of garbage on the property. TJ mentioned putting a dumpster on the
property to clean up the garbage. The property owner put up no trespassing signs. Chief thinks we need to
the legal route and asked Attorney Jarmer what we should do. We should not go on the property. They
have been notified of the cleanup and the fines. There could be civil action or damage done to the
property if the city goes onto the property without permission. The health and safety of the neighbors



allows us to clean up the property in an emergency manner, though the property owners could come at us
legally. A notice was posted on the door when the property was declared a nuisance and they were sent
certified letters, but they have refused to pick up the certified letters. Attorney Jarmer has tried to contact
the homeowners without response. It was decided to publish it in the paper, give them another chance and
then go in a remove the trash.

416 W. North Street- Alderman Royer made a motion to deem the structure on this property a dangerous
building with unlawful construction. Owners need to remove the structure within three days or max fines
will begin if not completed. Second by Alderman Parrish.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis, Johnson

890 Van Buren- The city has been to this property a few times and it is a continued problem. We would
like to declare it a nuisance. A letter will be sent to the daughter in Springfield. Fines will begin three
days after the receipt of the notice. Fines are set at $100/day. A motion was made by Alderman Parrish,
second by Alderman Sheppard.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis, Johnson

Parks-Hemmerle:
Alderman Hemmerle wanted to thank all for the city guys for their extra work getting the park ready
before the ribbon cutting.

Alderman Hemmerle got a bid for fencing around the pickleball courts in the amount of $22,719 for an
eight-foot fence around the pickleball courts. We will use some of the insurance money to pay for this.
Alderman Hemmerle made a motion to approve this purchase, second by Alderman Royer.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis, Johnson

Alderman Royer presented cost estimates for benches and tables to be added to the park. It is an estimated
$7000, it will be fine tuned, but will be no more than $10,000. Signage was discussed and Alderman
Royer showed the ideas he had come up with. It was also discussed to add signs to the pickleball courts
and the playground area. A motion was made by Alderman Royer to purchase benches and tables for the
park, second by Alderman Sheppard.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis, Johnson

Economic Development- Royer
Alderman Royer took some courses on grant writing, which are actually open to anyone. He signed the
paperwork to be allowed the sales tax information. He was actually denied by the state because he is an



alderman. There was discussion about how Alderman Garrett was approved previously. Alderman Royer
is working on a sales pitch to entice more people to come to Auburn.

Building Committee-
Other Business:

Adjournment:

Alderman Parrish made a motion to adjourn at 9:08 pm, second by Alderman Garrett. A voice vote was
taken.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Marquis, Johnson



