
City of Auburn 
Council Meeting Minutes 

Monday, September 16, 2024 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Berola with the reciting of the Pledge of 
Allegiance of all present. 

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Mayor Berola, Clerk Sponsler, Alderman Parrish, Alderman 
Garrett, Alderman Royer, Alderman Marquis, Alderman Sheppard, Alderman Johnson and Alderman 
Crissey. 

Alderman Hemmerle arrived at 7:08 pm.  

Also present were Superintendent Henson, Chief Campbell, and Attorney Jarmer. Tami Travous was 
present to represent the city office.  

Treasurer Williams was absent.   

Mayor’s Comments:  

Visitor’s Comments:  

Kaylynn Groeninger presented the council with a landscaping plan for the sign at Union Park. She 
presented pictures of the plants and flowers and a detailed design plan where each of the plants would be 
going. If approved, the project would be completed by and covered by her family. Mayor Berola 
commended her on her presentation. He asked if the plants are hardy and would be easy to take care of. 
Alderman Garrett said he and Alderman Royer would be happy to donate financially to the project if 
needed. Alderman Parrish made a motion to approve the landscaping project at Union Park, second by 
Alderman Sheppard.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

Dawna Edie was present to discuss the AAC’s upcoming events the Holiday Walk and Pumpkin Carving 
on the square. Holiday Walk will be on Dec. 7, 2024 from 11-2. She would like to close 5th street for this 
event. The council agreed that since it is only a couple of hours, it should be okay to close for those hours. 
Alderman Royer said in terms of emergency services, it is helpful to know the hours ahead of time.  
Pumpkin carving will take place on October 27 and the pumpkins will be displayed on the bandstand. 
There will be popcorn and drinks also.  

Brandi Brown was in attendance to check on 416 North Street. The letter has not been sent out yet. The 
landlord has sent an eviction notice to the tenants. Alderman Royer asked for clarification on the nuisance 
notice and why it hasn’t been sent yet as the fines cannot start until the letter is received. Attorney Jarmer 
said there has been a lot of things happening at the office and they have been in court. A copy will go out 
this week.  

 

 

 

 

City Clerk’s Report: 



Clerk Sponsler presented the September 16, 2024 meeting minutes for review and approval. Alderman 
Garrett would like to request that the minutes be amended to add that he requested clarification if the 
assignment of mayor pro tem was something that should be voted on. He was told it was not necessary, 
even though the ordinance says that it should. Alderman Royer said that Alderman Parrish did not act as 
mayor pro tem in any action that was taken. Any alderman can run the meeting. Alderman Parrish was 
just presiding over the meeting. The meeting minutes should state that he presided over the meeting and 
was not acting as mayor pro tem. Mayor Berola said that the only committee chairperson in attendance 
was Alderman Parrish, so that was his train of thought.  

Alderman Garrett made a motion to approve the amended September 16, 2024 meeting minutes to state 
that Alderman Parrish presided over the meeting, but did not act as Mayor Pro Tem and to include 
Alderman Garrett’s addition that he asked if it should be voted on. Second by Alderman Royer.  

AYES: Garrett, Royer, Sheppard 
NAYES:  Parrish, Crissey, Hemmerle 
PRESENT: Marquis, Johnson 
ABSENT: None 

There was a tie in the vote. Generally the mayor breaks the tie, but Mayor Berola was not in attendance. 
Alderman Royer clarified what the amendment was specifically about and asked if we can recall the roll.  

Clerk Sponsler called the roll again.  

AYES: Garrett, Royer, , Marquis, Sheppard 
NAYES:  Parrish, Crissey, Hemmerle 
PRESENT: Johnson 
ABSENT: None 

Treasurer’s Report 
Alderman Garrett presented the Treasurer’s reports in Treasurer Williams’ absence.  
Alderman Garrett presented the bills list from September 13, 2024 through September 13, 2024.  
A motion was made to approve the bills list by Alderman Parrish, second by Alderman Johnson. 

 
AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  Royer 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

Alderman Garrett presented the Budget Report through September 16. 2024 for review only.  
 
Alderman Garrett presented the August 2024 Video Gaming Report. The total income for August was 
$12,471.99, which is a decrease of $1095.63 from last year. The total for the FY is $52,579.04.  
 
Attorney’s Report: 
Attorney Jarmer presented the Second Reading of Ordinance 1551-24, Amending City Code Ch. 24 
(Utilities). Alderman Johnson made a motion to approve Ordinance 1551-24, second by Alderman 
Parrish.   

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 

Attorney Jarmer presented the First Reading of Resolution 110-24, Establishing an Ad Hoc Citizen 
Committee (Love Where You Live).  



Attorney Jarmer presented the First Reading of Resolution 111-24, Approving an Intergovernmental 
Agreement with Auburn Community School District #10.  

Department Heads 
Chief Campbell: 
Chief Campbell reminded the council that the Homecoming Parade was taking place this Friday. 
Divernon will help with patrol and blocking the streets.  
 
Superintendent Henson:  
Superintendent Henson said they had a meeting about the lights at Union Park. There have been a lot of 
questions about the lights. There is certain software that is needed to control the lights. Superintendent 
Henson said they are working on it. The lights won’t turn on past 9 pm. Alderman Garrett was 
approached by a citizen about if it is appropriate to call the police because there are people at the park 
past 9. Since it is in the ordinance, they can call if they would like. There was discussion about how it 
should be in 30-minute increments instead of one hour and we need more control over the lights.  
 
Superintendent Henson wanted to discuss the solicitors in town. A previous company came and asked 
about coming back into town and not have to pay the fees again. Our ordinance says if a company is 
approved by another intergovernmental property, we will waive the permit fee. There was discussion 
about fee amounts and the wording of the ordinance. Alderman Garrett asked if the city would be 
interested in printing mass ‘No Soliciting’ signs to be given out to citizens for free. They might not pay 
attention, but it at least gives the police department some teeth in the matter.  
 
Superintendent Henson brought up tap fees on vacant properties. He mentioned that when a property is 
vacant, the taps are pulled after two years. A customer that has recently bought a vacant house is 
requesting the tap fees be waived because the tap was never actually removed. They are essentially just 
reactivating service, not reconnecting the tap. Alderman Johnson clarified what the ordinance says- there 
is a distinction between a new tap and a reactivation of a service line- the current situation is because the 
account had been closed because the line hasn’t been used in some time and isn’t being paid the 
minimums. There was discussion about the amounts of the different fees. It was decided that because that 
is what the ordinance states, that is the fee that has to be paid.  
 
City Office: 
Tami said that all of the money has been moved to appropriate accounts. Melanie is doing a great job after 
a week, and she has picked up on things very quickly. Alderman Johnson told TJ we might want to 
rearrange the sources of salaries for each employee out of different accounts.  
 
Committee Reports 
 
Administration-Johnson: No Report 
 
Public Works-Parrish: No Report 
 
Public Utilities-Johnson: No Report 
 
Health & Safety-Marquis: No Report 
 
Health & Housing: No Report 
Parks-Hemmerle:  
Trojan Field Updates: They were approached by the school who said they would like to continue doing 
updates to Trojan Field. They would like to tear down the press box and start over. They would like to 
make the bottom of the press box storage and redo the fencing so they can get their equipment into the 



storage. The bill would come to the city and the school district will pay us back. TJ will get the proposal 
out.  
 
Economic Development- Royer 
Alderman Royer said he was declined for being added to the sales tax information. He was told Aldermen 
are not allowed to see the money without special notice from the mayor. It was decided that Tami can 
have access and give the information to Alderman Royer, but it cannot be discussed in the open meetings. 

 
Building Committee- No Report 
 
Other Business:  
Lights in Veterans- Alderman Royer asked about adding lights to Veterans Park, especially back by the 
pond and the path around the fields. There was discussion about adding things like a dock to the pond, 
make it ADA, and adding parking spots.  
 
Damage to Right of Way- Alderman Royer said there have been a lot of complaints regarding the current 
fiber installation company in town. The crews seemed to have no interest in fixing the damage and he 
believes this is the most reckless crew we’ve had in town. In the past two weeks, they have hit several 
marked lines including Ameren, Royell, and water. They have no active permits after this week.  
 
Traffic management School/Wineman- Alderman Royer wanted to discuss the safety issues that are 
occurring on 5th street. 5th street is used to load and unload buses at the elementary school. There is at 
least one car per day that passes the school buses as they are loading/unloading. There was discussion 
about ways to help fix this situation like shutting the road down during the drop off/pickup times, putting 
in auto bollards which would cost about $1500/piece, etc. There are funds earmarked for Safe Routes to 
Schools. Wineman is often being sped on, there was discussion about how to slow the cards down such as 
another stop sign, rubber speed bumps, etc.  
 
Veteran Banners- Alderman Royer said that he is working on this and it will happen. He put up a post 
asking for names and pictures on Facebook. There will be a more formal notification soon.  
 
C.R.A.P Act- Community Reinvestment Action Plan- Alderman Garrett wants to incentivize investors 
and make it easier to purchase properties and flip them for resale. He was asking for opinions.  
 
Steven Cowles came to the meeting to discuss the tap fees. He is the owner of the property that was 
discussed prior in the meeting. There was discussion about the differences between the different fees. 
There is a fee for reconnecting services after the bill hasn’t been paid for the month and the utilities got 
shut off and there is a fee for reactivating the service to the taps after the service has been terminated.  
Adjournment: 

Alderman Garrett made a motion to adjourn at 8:34 pm, second by Alderman Crissey. A voice vote was 
taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES:  None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: None 


