City of Auburn
Council Meeting Minutes
Monday, October 7, 2024

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Berola with the reciting of the Pledge of
Allegiance of all present.

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Mayor Berola, Clerk Sponsler, Treasurer Williams, Alderman
Parrish, Alderman Garrett, Alderman Royer, Alderman Marquis, Alderman Sheppard, Alderman Johnson
and Alderman Hemmerle.

Also present were Chief Campbell and Attorney Jarmer. Tami Travous was present to represent the city
office. Jeremy McAfee from Sorling Law was also in attendance.

Alderman Crissey and Superintendent Henson were absent.
Mayor’s Comments:

Mayor Berola asked the council to approve Alderman Marquis’ resignation effective immediately.
Alderman Parrish made a motion, second by Alderman Sheppard.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Marquis, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Crissey

Mayor Berola appointed Nikki Norris as Ward 1 Alderwoman, effective immediately. She will fill the
remainder of Alderman Marquis’ term. Alderman Hemmerle made a motion to approve the mayor’s
appointment, second by Alderman Johnson. Clerk Sponsler swore her in as Alderwoman Norris.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle
NAYES: Royer

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Crissey

Mayor Berola would like to appoint Alderman Sheppard as the Health and Safety Committee Chair.
Alderman Garrett made a motion to approve the appointment of Alderman Sheppard as the Health and
Safety Chair, second by Alderman Parrish.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Crissey

Visitor’s Comments:

Scott Chizman was in attendance to discuss his high water bill and usage. In August he had a very high
water bill and that was corrected. Then, his bill in September was very high as well. He wasn’t aware that
a rarely used toilet had been running. The August bill was adjusted and the customer paid for the water at
cost. Alderman Johnson said he doesn’t see why we can’t do that for the customer again. Alderman Royer
wanted the public to know that the office does a great job at letting the public know of issues if they see
them arise, but Tami said it was while they were short staffed and she apologized that it was missed this
time. Alderman Garrett made a motion to approve Mr. Chizman to only pay for the water at cost for the
month of September, second by Alderman Johnson

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle



NAYES: None
PRESENT: None
ABSENT: Crissey

Angela Kirby from CDS was in attendance, along with Ed Comacho who is the main engineer on the
account. Tami contacted CDS and asked when the contract would be up for renewal. Angela presented
two contracts, one is a lease for the hardware and the other is the managed service agreement. Angela
went over the contracts with the council. Angela mentioned that the contract for the hardware could be
waived. Alderman Garrett said that he would votes no to the bills list every time because of the payment
to CDS. He brought up a situation from the past where the contract was brought up and an email went out
from a previous office manager to Angela and she asked not to share the contracts until the night of the
meeting. Angela said she was concerned with a competitor that sits on the council that would be able to
see the bid, but she would not be able to see their bid. Mr. Comacho asked if we would be putting out an
RFP and Angela asked if he wanted to go over the details and he replied, no, not until an RFP goes out.

Aaron Bennett was present to talk on behalf of Barbi and Tyler Ervin. They live at 416 North Street.
Aaron wanted clarification on the issues that have been going on and complained about. The council and
Chief Campbell went over the multiple problems that have been taking place such as scrapping, noise
violations, and burning. Mr. Bennett escalated angrily and Mayor Berola shut down the conversation.

Brandi Brown was in attendance to get an update on the house at 416 North Street. Mayor Berola will
reack out to the landlord about the eviction. Mayor Berola and Attorney Jarmer asked if they had looked
into a civil no contact order, which you can do without an attorney. This will give the police more teeth if
the neighbors continue to cause problems. Mayor Berola said to get ahold of the office to get copies of the
police reports.

Vicky Anders was here to discuss the dogs at 501 5 Street. They have a pit bill and lab mix that is
usually tied out. They have made several reports to the police department about their constant barking. It
doesn’t matter what time of day it is or what the weather is like, they are always out and barking. Now
there are two more dogs. Our ordinance states that more than three dogs is considered a kennel. Alderman
Parrish said the welfare of the dogs is important. There are two dogs insdie and two dogs outside. They
are tied off by one metal cable in a Y shape. Parrish’s concern is about the children on the street and in
the area as the dogs are vicious and the pit bull attacks the other dog often. Alderman Royer said we can
declare a nuisance as a noise complain and asked Chief Campbell when we can declare it a nuisance.
Chief replied we should be able to have that next weekend.

Griffin Mundstock-Morris of Ervin Construction for Frontier was in attendance. He got rid of the crew
that were causing all of the issues. He has a found a new crew that is local to southern Illinois. Mayor
Berola said Superintendent Henson told him he was okay with the new crew coming in to finish the job.
Alderman Royer mentioned some trespassing issues with the last crew. The supervisor will be switched
out as well, as there was issues with him not keeping track of the workers like he was supposed to.

City Clerk’s Report:

Clerk Sponsler presented the September 16, 2024 minutes for review and approval. Alderman Royer
made a motion to approve the minutes, second by Alderman Parrish.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Crissey

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Williams presented the Bills List from September 16, 2024 through October 4, 2024. Alderman
Johnson made a motion to approve the bills list, second by Alderman Sheppard.



AYES: Parrish, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle
NAYES: Garrett, Royer

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Crissey

Treasurer Williams presented September 2024 Cash Report. Alderman Johnson had some questions. The
money from general checking to pay the construction pay request, will that be on the next cash report.
Tami said she would look into it. Alderman Royer made a motion to approve the September 2024 cash
report, second by Alderman Garrett.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Crissey

Treasurer Williams presented the Budget Report through October 4, 2024 for review only.

Attorney’s Report:

Attorney Jarmer presented the Second Reading of Resolution 110-24, Establishing an Ad Hoc Citizen
Committee (Love Where You Live). Alderman Royer made a motion to approve Resolution 110-24,
second by Alderman Sheppard.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Crissey

Attorney Jarmer presented the Second Reading of Resolution 111-24, Approving an Intergovernmental
Agreement with Auburn Community Unit School District #10. He told the council there is still some
wording that needs to be finalized. Alderman Royer made a motion to table the vote until the next
meeting, second by Alderman Hemmerle.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Crissey

Department Heads

Chief Campbell:

Chief Campbell told the council about the Taser Grant, where he received $15,686 for brand new tasers,
but needs approval from the council. Alderman Royer made a motion to accept the grant, second by
Alderman Sheppard.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Crissey

Chief Campbell is curious about the new police building and its progress. He asked if we needed to
appoint a new chairperson for the Building Committee. Mayor Berola asked Clerk Sponsler to put it on
the agenda for the next meeting.



Chief Campbell presented the costs for the no solicitation decals for the citizens. The council gave the ok
to make them and take the money out of video gaming funds.

Superintendent Henson:
Superintendent Henson was absent, so Alderman Hemmerle filled the council in on the Trojan Field press
box RFP. It is ready to go and he will start getting bids.

City Office:
Committee Reports
Administration-Johnson: No Report

Public Works-Parrish: A pre-construction for the Divernon Bridge project. A second meeting is
scheduled for October 9. He spoke with the County Board rep and she is preparing mailings to go out to
the citizens to notify them that it will affect.

Public Utilities-Johnson: FrontDesk Utilities Payment service fees. There is a water department line item
he asked about. Tami said this is for the e-checks. UCB said they don’t absorb the fee anymore. We
estimated this would cost about $6500 and we are already about 75% of that amount. Alderman Johnson
asked Tami to find out what the amount is per e-check and we will revisit it. We cannot absorb that much
money.

Health & Safety: Property and Fines, this was previously discussed. Attorney Jarmer will get the letters
out.

Health & Housing: No Report

Parks-Hemmerle:

Union Park update: The fence around the pickleball courts should go up this month. There will be a final
meeting soon to get the final bill. We should get the grant money back soon.

Treasurer Williams brough up the issues with the homeless people that have been staying at the park and
using the bathrooms to hide. The police have attempted to take them to Springfield and offered them
services/counseling.

Economic Development- Royer

Alderman Royer presented more information about the Veteran’s banners. He is working with Springfield
Plastics to launch the program. There are opportunities for sponsorships for local businesses and private
citizens.

Building Committee- No Report

Other Business:

Adjournment:

Alderman Garrett made a motion to adjourn at 8:43 pm, second by Alderman Parrish. A voice vote was
taken.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle



NAYES: None
PRESENT: None
ABSENT: Crissey



