
City of Auburn 
Council Meeting Minutes 
Monday, October 21, 2024 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Berola with the reciting of the Pledge of 
Allegiance of all present. 

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Mayor Berola, Clerk Sponsler, Treasurer Williams, Alderman 
Garrett, Alderwoman Norris, Alderman Sheppard, Alderman Johnson, Alderman Crissey, and Alderman 
Hemmerle. 

Also present were Superintendent Henson, Chief Campbell and Attorney Jarmer.  

Alderman Royer arrived at 7:17 pm.  

Alderman Parrish and Tami Travous were absent.  

Mayor’s Comments:  

Mayor Berola would like to appoint Alderman Royer as the Building Committee Chair. Alderman 
Sheppard made a motion to approve the mayor’s appointment, second by Alderman Garrett.  

AYES: Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Parrish, Royer 

Mayor Berola presented Mike Marquis with a plaque for his service to the City of Auburn and the 
council.  

Visitor’s Comments:  

John Ridley, Director of Public Health was in attendance. He was invited to the council to discuss why 
the dogs on 5th Street were not declared dangerous after three attacks. Mr, Ridley said he did some 
investigating and when there are situations like this, he has to get clearance from the vet administrator. 
There were four calls, but only two came through to animal control. The vet administrator believed that 
the dogs did not meet the requirements. Alderman Sheppard said that he received the report from the vet 
administrator which stated all parties had been interviewed, but he was not interviewed by the vet 
administrator, neither was the victim of the attack. Alderman Garrett and Alderman Hemmerle asked how 
badly does an animal or human need to be attacked before animal control decided the animal is 
dangerous. Mr. Ridley said he will have a discussion with the vet administrator, and they will get back to 
us. It is important to him to have a good relationship with the city, and he wants to make it right.  

Joe Oller of the Auburn Labor Day Picnic Committee was in attendance to update the council on the 
planning progress. He would like to do a small vehicle parade and went over the intended route. He has 
gotten all of the required documents in order and is just waiting on the 501 C number. There will be an 
account at UCB for donations. Some things they are planning on having are polka dance lessons, live 
music, family bingo, fish and chicken dinners, dunk tank, cake walk, silent auction, inflatables, and 
giveaways.  

City Clerk’s Report: 

Clerk Sponsler presented the October 7, 2024 minutes for review and approval. Alderman Johnson said 
there was a spelling error on a visitors name. It should be Chizmar and not Chizman. Alderman Royer 
made a motion to approve the minutes with the change, second by Alderman Sheppard.  

AYES: Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle 



NAYES: None 
PRESENT: Crissey 
ABSENT: Parrish 

Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Williams presented the Bills List from October 7, 2024 through October 18, 2024. There was a 
question about the $200 service contract from IDNR. This is for the crossing of the water main to 
Xcessories Squared. There was also a question about the Ace Sign electric sign bill. This is a sign for the 
park, but it is not electric. Alderman Royer made a motion to approve the bills list, second by Alderman 
Sheppard.  

AYES: Royer, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: Garrett 
PRESENT: Norris 
ABSENT: Parrish 

Treasurer Williams presented the Budget Report through October 18, 2024 for review only. Alderman 
Johnson updated the council on the budget report. General is $250K in surplus, water is doing really well 
with $80K surplus, sewer is $24K in surplus, and gas is in a slight defecit. The new billing practices have 
gone into effect and are looking at $9400 defecit, the raise in the service fee is about $15K, so it won’t 
take long to build up. Alderman Garrett asked about the tax money. Tami has been in contact with the 
Department of Revenue. Nothing has changed, but we are still receiving money through sales tax.  
 
Treasurer Williams presented the September 2024 video gaming reports. September 2024 revenue was 
$13,782.36 which is $326.50 more than a year ago. The FY24 income is $66,361.40.  
 
Attorney’s Report: 
Attorney Jarmer presented the Second Reading of Resolution 111-24, Approving an Intergovernmental 
Agreement with Auburn Community Unit School District #10. Alderman Johnson made a motion to 
approve Resolution 111-24, second by Alderman Royer.  

AYES: Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Parrish 

Department Heads 
Chief Campbell: 
Chief Campbell told the council that Barbi Ervin broke her contract; she is two payments behind. Chief 
suggested taking it to litigation, but Attorney Jarmer said small clams would probably cost us more 
money. They damaged the utility by trying to turn the water back on. Messing with a city utility is a 
felony and Chief will pursue this criminally. Alderman Johnson asked what we should do about the 
structures that have been built, it is against zoning regulations. We need to get the documentation to 
declare a nuisance for the structures. We will move forward with collecting the money through litigation 
and try to recoup attorney fees.  
 
The property at 501 5th Street was sent a letter saying they cannot have the number of dogs at the 
residence. They were fined over the weekend.  
 
 
 
 
Superintendent Henson:  
Superintendent Henson presented a Christmas light bid from Hallelujah Lighting in the amount of 
$7,174.85. They will help the city guys bury our wires so they are underground also. It was suggested to 



try and get the large light up tree for $4500 and add it on. A motion was made by Alderman Royer to 
spend up to $11,700 with Hallelujah Lighting, second by Alderman Sheppard.  
 

AYES: Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Parrish 

Superintendent Henson presented the MFT payout for the Union Park sidewalk additions in the amount 
for $16,898.16. A motion was made by Alderman Royer to approve the payout, second by Alderman 
Hemmerle.  

AYES: Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Parrish 

The final payout to Benton and Associates for Union Park is $24,400. Alderman Garrett asked where this 
money is coming from and Superintendent Henson said it is all the same line item. We will have to 
transfer from general to cover payments and then repay general when we receive the OSLAD grant 
money. Alderman Royer made a motion to approve the final payment, second by Alderman Sheppard.  

AYES: Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Parrish 

Superintendent Henson told the council that he has created a public works report and has put it in Teams. 
He will put some milestones that have been reached at the garage and the office. He will discuss any 
issues during the meeting.  

City Office: 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Administration-Johnson: As soon as Tami returns, Alderman Johnson will talk with TJ and Tami about 
health insurance. Decisions will need to be made by the end of the year.  
 
Public Works-Parrish: There was a preconstruction meeting regarding the Divernon Road bridge on 
October 9th. The bridge will be closed on March 3, 2025 and will not reopen until August 2025. There 
will be a public informational meeting after the first of the year for questions and concerns. Alderman 
Parrish has been in contact with the school and they are aware that they will need alternate routes.  
 
Public Utilities-Johnson: FrontDesk Utilities Payment Transaction Fees- Tami looked into it, it averages 
$2 per transaction and the city is eating this fee. There are approximately 450 e-check transactions. It 
would take a service agreement change to have them change it within the system.  
 
Health & Safety-Sheppard: They are looking into getting additional cameras around the park like in the 
playground area.   
 
Health & Housing: Eric and Melissa Horn at 4800 Divernon Road- they are running a dumpster business 
at their home. A letter was sent at the end of August. The dumpsters are gone, but the house is under 
construction, so there is a dumpster and a porta-potty for the construction. Those items are justified at this 
time.  
 



Parks-Hemmerle:  
Union Park update: The fencing should be up by the end of the month/first part of November.  
Union Park Change Order #4: This was for relocating the water fountains, water service, and additional 
concrete. This is included in the final pay request. Alderman Royer said he thought we already paid this 
change order. Jamie at Bentons will look into it and get back to us. Alderman Hemmerle made a motion 
to approve the change order, second by Alderman Sheppard.  
 

AYES: Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Parrish 

Jamie from Bentons presented the Union Park Final Payment in the amount of $419,569.69. Alderman 
Hemmerle made a motion to approve this payment, second by Alderman Royer.  
 

AYES: Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Parrish 

Economic Development- Royer 

 
Building Committee- No Report 
 
Other Business: Alderman Royer told the council we have received 25 entries so far. Make sure to tell 
people that inquire about it to submit pictures. He is hoping to have some up by Veterans Day.  
 
Adjournment: 

Alderman Garrett made a motion to adjourn at 9:10 pm, second by Alderman Sheppard. A voice vote was 
taken.  

AYES: Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Parrish 

 
 


