City of Auburn
Council Meeting Minutes
Monday, November 4, 2024

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Berola with the reciting of the Pledge of
Allegiance of all present.

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Mayor Berola, Clerk Sponsler, Alderman Parrish, Alderman
Garrett, Alderwoman Norris, Alderman Sheppard, Alderman Johnson, Alderman Crissey, and Alderman
Hemmerle.

Also present were Superintendent Henson, Chief Campbell, Tami Travous, and Attorney Jarmer.
Treasurer Williams and Alderman Royer were absent.

Mayor’s Comments:

Visitor’s Comments:

John Fenelon was in attendance to discuss possible ordinance violations at 4800 W. Divernon Road. The
homeowners at the property have been running a dumpster business at the home. There were dumpsters
being stored in the back yard and the waste has been stored there as well until it goes to the landfill. The
homeowner was sent a letter to abate the problem and it was remedied, but Mr. Fenelon has watched the
garbage being hauled in and store there. Mayor Berola told Mr. Fenelon that a cease-and-desist letter was
sent on October 17™. We will look into zoning issues and send an updated letter. Alderman Garrett asked
the council how this business was different from his business at his home. Mayor Berola told him that the
two businesses are not comparable since his is power washing with equipment and the other is hauling
trash and junk into a residential neighborhood.

City Clerk’s Report:

Clerk Sponsler presented the October 21, 2024 minutes for review and approval. Alderman Garrett made
a motion to approve the minutes, second by Alderman Sheppard.

AYES: Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: Parrish

ABSENT: Royer

Clerk Sponsler presented the 2025 Council Meeting Dates for review and approval. A motion was made
by Alderman Johnson, second by Alderman Parrish.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Royer

Treasurer’s Report
Alderman Garrett presented the bills list from October 21, 2024 to November 1, 2024. Alderman Garrett
made a motion to approve, second by Alderman Sheppard.

AYES: Parrish, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle

NAYES: Garrett

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Royer



Alderman Garrett presented the 2024 Cash Report. Alderman Johnson made a motion to approve the cash
report, second by Alderman Parrish.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Royer

Alderman Garrett presented the Budget Report through November 1, 2024 for review only.

Attorney’s Report:
Attorney Jarmer presented the First Reading of Ordinance 1552-24, An Ordinance Amending the City
Zoning Code to Allow Solar Panels, Subject to Regulation.

Attorney Jarmer presented the First Reading of Resolution 112-24, A Joint Resolution with Auburn
Community Unit School District #10 Approving a Bid from Bulldog Construction.

Department Heads

Chief Campbell:

173 E Monroe- Chief Campbell told the council that they will not accept any letters for the mother since
she doesn’t live there anymore. A letter was posted to the door.

Tait Martin is resigning as a full time police officer, but will be rehired as a part time officer. Alderman
Sheppard made a motion to approve Officer Martin’s resignation, second by Alderman Crissey.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Royer

Chief Campbell said the taser proposal will be tabled until he receives the rebid.

Nuisance at 1022 W. Monroe- There have not been a receipt of any letters sent, so there is nothing the
city can legally do at this point. Mayor Berola asked if the city can condemn the property. Utilities are off
due to nonpayment.

A letter has been sent to 890 W. VanBuren
Heather Kress has set up a payment plan.

Superintendent Henson:

Superintendent Henson presented the bid from Bulldog Construction for the Trojan Field Press Box in the
amount of $45,649.00. This includes a complete tear down and rebuild. The school will pay the bill.
Alderman Hemmerle made a motion to approve the bid, second by Alderman Sheppard.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Royer

City Office:

Committee Reports



Administration-Johnson: 2025 Health Insurance Plans- Tami told Alderman Johnson that they had
already had a meeting regarding health insurance. They discussed Health Alliance and Aflac. Alderman
Garrett suggested adding spouses and children in the future.

Public Works-Parrish: No Report

Public Utilities-Johnson: FrontDesk Utilities Payment Transaction Fees- Tami looked into other options
of processing e-checks and there is not. Even if we went back to UCB, they would still charge us the
processing fee. It was suggested putting the fee on the customer. Tami said there would probably be a lot
of upset customers. Alderman Garrett asked Tami how this benefits the office, having e-checks. She said
that it saves a lot of time in the office. Alderman Hemmerle said that he has never been charged a fee with
an electronic check payment on any of his accounts. Alderman Garrett asked if the council was okay with
him checking in with FrontDesk to negotiate a lower rate. Alderman Johnson made a motion to
restructure the contract with FrontDesk so that the customer bears the transaction fees, second by
Alderman Garrett.

AYES: Johnson

NAYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Crissey, Hemmerle
PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Royer

Health & Safety-Sheppard: No Report
Health & Housing:

Parks-Hemmerle: No Report
Economic Development- Royer
Building Committee-

Other Business:

Adjournment:

Alderman Garrett made a motion to adjourn at 8:03 pm, second by Alderman Sheppard. A voice vote was
taken.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Royer



