City of Auburn
Council Meeting Minutes
Monday, November 18, 2024

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Berola with the reciting of the Pledge of
Allegiance of all present.

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Mayor Berola, Clerk Sponsler, Treasurer Williams, Alderman
Parrish, Alderman Garrett, Alderman Royer, Alderwoman Norris, Alderman Sheppard, Alderman
Johnson, and Alderman Hemmerle.

Also present were Superintendent Henson, Chief Campbell, Office Manager Travous, and Attorney
Jarmer.

Alderman Crissey was absent.
Mayor’s Comments:

Mayor Berola asked for a motion to approve his appointment of Alderman Scott Sheppard as Deputy
Liguor Commissioner. Alderman Hemmerle made the motion, second by Alderman Johnson

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Crissey

Mayor Berola appointed Alderwoman Norris to the following committees: Administration, Health and
Safety, and Public Utilities. A motion was made by Alderman Garrett, second by Alderman Parrish.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Crissey

Mayor Berola told the council that the flags around the city are at half-mast due to Steve Gyorkos’
passing. He was a Navy veteran and well-known in the Auburn community.

Union Pacific Railroad will be working on Jackson and Madison crossings on December 17" from 7 pm
to 7 am. Traffic will need to be rerouted to Washington. Last time they took care of the detour signs for
us.

Visitor’s Comments:

Republic Trash Service: Susan Piazza and Jake Youngblood were in attendance from Republic Services.
They are looking to become the sole trash company in Auburn and are interested in doing yard waste pick
up as well if we were to agree to them being the sole company. They told the council that there are
benefits to having this type of partnership like no fees and lower wear on the roads. Alderman Garrett,
Alderman Hemmerle, and Mayor Berola told the visitors about the horrible service we had when they
bought out Flowers and how they are reluctant to do this.

Melissa and Eric Horn: They are the owners of Auburn Dumpster Rental. They are in attendance to
clarify some complaints that have been made against them and their business. The complaints were about
the residential property becoming a waste transfer station. They do not have the equipment on their
property to be a true waste transfer station. They confirmed that trash is not allowed in their dumpsters
and they are not bringing garbage onto their property. Mayor Berola told them that as long as they aren’t
storing the dumpsters on their property, there shouldn’t be any more problems.



City Clerk’s Report:

Clerk Sponsler presented the November 4, 2024 minutes for review and approval. Alderman Johnson
made a motion to approve the minutes, second by Alderman Sheppard.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Crissey

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Williams presented the bills list from November 4, 2024 to November 15, 2024. Alderman
Royer made a motion to approve, second by Alderman Johnson.

AYES: Parrish, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle
NAYES: Royer

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Crissey

Treasurer Williams presented the Budget Report through November 15, 2024 for review only.

Treasurer Williams presented the Video Gaming Reports. The October 2024 income was $13,211.72,
which is $1194.40 less than a year ago. FY is $70,573.12.

Attorney’s Report:

Attorney Jarmer presented the Second Reading of Resolution 112-24, A Joint Resolution with Auburn
Community Unit School District #10. Alderman Sheppard made a motion to approve Resolution 112-24,
second by Alderman Hemmerle.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Crissey

Department Heads
Chief Campbell:
No Report

Superintendent Henson:

Superintendent Henson provided a few updates: The payment through MFT in 2018 for work along 104
was finally billed by IDOT. The amount is $67,000 out of MFT funds. The 1989 dump truck transmission
is out. It would cost double to fix it, so they will get by with three dump trucks for now. They will keep it
for parts and then will scrap it. Christmas lights should go up on November 22", Hallelulah Lighting said
they cannot go lower than $5000 for the Christmas tree, but we had said no higher than $4500.
Superintendent Henson asked if the council was okay with going up another $500, and the council agreed.
TJ and John Edie will be attending a 9 hour FEMA training.

Office Manager Travous:

Tami will be getting the contract for GWorks. It will be around $20,000, and will be about $100 more
than last year. There was discussion about getting them to come in and discuss the contract with the
council to see what is included in the price. It was discussed finding other companies or programs.



Committee Reports

Administration-Johnson: Alderman Johnson discussed raising the premium allowance from $650 to $750.
This was included in the Operators Union contract, so since half of the employees already have it, it
should be given to all employees. Attorney Jarmer will write up the addendum for the FOP contract. A
motion was made by Alderman Johnson to accept this increase, second by Alderman Sheppard.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Crissey

Public Works-Parrish: No Report
Public Utilities-Johnson: No Report
Health & Safety-Sheppard: No Report
Health & Housing:

Parks-Hemmerle: No Report
Economic Development:

Building Committee- Royer: They met with Veregy. The general idea is that we are going to build a new
community safety building, which includes the police station, on 104 and renovate the current city
building. He wants transparency and communication to be key.

Other Business:
There are two trees that need to come down at 911 W. Monroe and 420 S. 6™ Street.
Adjournment:

Alderman Garrett made a motion to go into executive session at 8:12 pm, second by Alderman Royer. A
voice vote was taken.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Crissey

Alderman Royer made a motion to leave executive session at 8:23 pm, second by Alderman Sheppard. A
voice vote was taken.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Crissey

Alderman Royer made a motion to go back into executive session at 8:24 pm, second by Alderman
Johnson. A voice vote was taken.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Crissey



Alderman Johnson made a motion to adjourn from executive session at 8:35 pm, second by Alderman
Sheppard. A voice vote was taken.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Crissey

Alderman Johnson made a motion to go back into regular session at 8:35 pm, second by Alderman Royer.
A voice vote was taken.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None
ABSENT: Crissey

After an executive session and the recommendation of Mayor Berola, Tami Travous was appointed Office
Manager. Her starting salary will be $65,000 annually effective immediately. Alderman Johnson made a
motion to approve this appointment, second by Alderman Sheppard.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Crissey

Alderman Royer made a motion to adjourn at 8:39 pm, second by Alderman Sheppard. A voice vote was
taken.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: Crissey



